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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 

COACH ALISHA NUMBERS FOR 
COACHING THE HILAND HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS’ BASKETBALL 
TEAM TO WINNING THE GIRLS’ 
DIVISION IV STATE BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Coach Alisha Numbers showed 

hard work and dedication to the sport of bas-
ketball; and 

Whereas, Alisha Numbers was a leader and 
mentor for the Hiland High School Girls’ Bas-
ketball Team; and 

Whereas, Coach Numbers has been a role 
model for sportsmanship on and off of the 
court; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with her friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Coach Alisha Numbers 
for leading the Hiland High School Girls’ Bas-
ketball Team to winning the Girls’ Division IV 
State Basketball Championship. We recognize 
the tremendous hard work and leadership she 
has demonstrated during the 2007–2008 Bas-
ketball season. 

f 

KRISTEN VASQUEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kristen 
Vasquez who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 
Kristen Vasquez is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kristen 
Vasquez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Kristen Vasquez for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication and character to all her 
future accomplishments. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO 100TH BIRTHDAY OF 
MRS. BESSIE (DAVIS) WYNN 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute and to cel-
ebrate the 100th birthday of Mrs. Bessie 

(Davis) Wynn, a poet, born April 5, 1908 in 
Carr, Florida. 

Mrs. Wynn is the daughter and second child 
of James Stephen Davis II and Annie Eliza-
beth Ware Davis. As a child she went to 
school at St. Paul AME Church in 
Blountstown, Florida since there were no other 
school systems available to Black children 
there. She first started doing poetry as a child 
when she noticed that the other children were 
not doing well with their Easter speech. She 
prayed to God to give her the power to help 
them, so she memorized all their speeches so 
that if they forgot a word she would be able 
to tell them. This was the beginning of a call-
ing that has expanded for most her life. Her 
first poem she recited was ‘‘I’m Methodist bred 
and Methodist born, and when I die I’ll be 
Methodist gone.’’ As she learned poems she 
would mix other things in them to give them 
more flare. She moved to Pensacola when 
she was a teen to work and help out at home, 
but had to return to help take care of her sib-
lings when her mother died. 

In 1925 she married Reverend Samuel 
Wynn and had four children, one son, Samuel 
Jr. (deceased), and three daughters, Mary 
Catherine, Annie Laura, and Jimmie Ola. She 
lived in different places because her husband 
was a minister and settled down in 
Blountstown where she has lived in the same 
house for more than 70 years. In her younger 
days she made and sold jewelry as well as 
working in the lunch room at Mayhaw School. 
She was a den mother for FHA and made the 
basketball uniforms for the first girl’s team at 
Mayhaw. She was elected as queen of St. 
Paul AME Church and won the talent competi-
tion in the Golden Girls contest held in 
Blountstown. 

She worked for almost 40 years for the 
Hollinger family where she was forced to retire 
after out-living her employers. She was in her 
80s at the time of her retirement. She also 
took in laundry and was a seamstress as well. 

Mrs. Wynn is best known for her poetry and 
recitations, which she has performed along the 
eastern seaboard, including New York, and in 
Bermuda. She is now a great-great grand-
mother and still continues to delight audiences 
with her recitations and her quick wit and en-
tertaining personality. I am privileged to honor 
the life of this centenarian and life long Flo-
ridian. Happy Birthday Mrs. Wynn and best 
wishes. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF LEO 
KOLLIGIAN 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleagues from California, Con-
gressman DENNIS CARDOZA, Congressman 
GEORGE RADANOVICH, and Congressman 
DEVIN NUNES to pay tribute to the life of Leo 
Kolligian of Fresno, California, who recently 
passed away at 90 years of age. Mr. Kolligian 
was an ambitious man who made lasting, 
positive impacts on California’s Central Valley. 
He leaves behind a loving family including his 

wife June, his son Lee Jay, a daughter-in-law 
Maria and his three grandchildren Tyler, Kyle, 
and Kate. 

Leo was born in Fresno in August of 1917. 
After graduating from Fresno State, Leo spent 
time in Berkeley’s Boalt Hall School of Law in 
order to obtain his Juris Doctorate. Leo soon 
began serving as the United States Deputy At-
torney General in Sacramento, before ven-
turing into the development industry through-
out Fresno, Merced, and Madera counties 
where his impressive work is still appreciated 
today. In 1985, Leo was appointed to the Uni-
versity of California Board of Regents by the 
Governor of California. Leo was then elected 
Chairman of the Board, wherein he was a 
driving force in the establishment of the Uni-
versity of California, Merced—the Valley’s only 
UC campus. 

While achieving numerous successes and 
accolades for his service, Leo still found time 
to dedicate to the Boalt Hall Law School 
Board of Trustees, the American Cancer Soci-
ety, the Saint Agnes Medical Center Board of 
Trustees, and the Fresno Metropolitan Mu-
seum. Leo earned a reputation as a pas-
sionate advocate for education and a sup-
porter of many worthwhile charitable organiza-
tions. The legacy of his support for education 
is forever preserved on the University of Cali-
fornia Merced campus with the establishment 
of the Leo S. Kolligian Library. Despite his 
many contributions and accomplishments, Leo 
remained a humble, grateful man who never 
forgot the values for which he stood—hard 
work, honesty and integrity. 

It goes without saying that Leo Kolligian had 
a strong positive influence on the region. His 
lifelong commitment to the betterment of the 
entire San Joaquin Valley will forever live in 
the lives of the people he so graciously 
touched. We are honored and humbled to join 
his family in celebrating the life of this amaz-
ing man who will never be forgotten. 

f 

HOMESCHOOLING IS A 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, homeschooling 
has been a major part of this Nation’s history 
since its founding. In fact, when the Constitu-
tion was written nearly everyone was 
homeschooled. Many of our country’s greatest 
leaders received quality education at home in-
cluding: George Washington, Thomas ‘‘Stone-
wall’’ Jackson, General George S. Patton, 
Abraham Lincoln, Benjamin Franklin, John 
Quincy Adams, Patrick Henry, James Madi-
son, Davy Crockett, and General Douglas 
MacArthur. 

From 1620 until the mid-1800s, most par-
ents in America taught their children to read at 
home. Students would then attend university 
systems that were operated by religious lead-
ers. Education was voluntary and yet literacy 
rates in colonial America were significantly 
higher than they are today. 

Across the United States today more than 
2.1 million children are homeschooled. Studies 
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