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the Congressional Children’s Health Care 
Caucus, I recognize the destructive force that 
is autism and I am proud to recognize World-
wide Autism Awareness Day in order to raise 
awareness of this life-altering and little known 
disorder. 

Last year, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention announced that autism now af-
flicts one in every 150 American children and 
nearly one in 94 boys. These numbers are ex-
tremely disconcerting, especially when cou-
pled with the fact that we know little about the 
root causes of autism. 

By raising public awareness of autism, 
hopefully more money will be allocated to re-
search and develop cures and treatments. I 
am leading an effort to increase the funding 
for the National Institutes of Health (NIH). In-
creasing NIH funding offers the best hope we 
have to finding cures and treatments for dis-
eases and disorders like autism. Collectively, 
we must commit every available resource to 
all research in order to enhance the quality of 
life for many, and it is my hope that raising 
awareness of this disorder will lead to new re-
sources to combat it. 

More children will be diagnosed with autism 
this year than with diabetes, cancer, and AIDS 
combined and autism is the fastest-growing 
serious developmental disability in the world. 
While currently there is no medical detection 
or cure for autism, early diagnosis and inter-
vention shows much promise. With increased 
support for autism awareness, together we will 
offer hope in an area that desperately needs 
it. And finally Madam Speaker, I would en-
courage my colleagues to join us in this fight, 
to fund NIH medical research and bring hope 
to children and their families. 
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CONGRATULATING ENVIRON-
MENTALIST ROSA ‘‘CISSIE’’ 
DURANDO FOR BEING NAMED A 
STATE OF FLORIDA POINT OF 
LIGHT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Rosa ‘‘Cissie’’ Durando, 
a legendary environmentalist in Palm Beach 
County, Florida. 

I have known ‘‘Cissie’’ Durando since com-
ing to Congress in 1993. As an officer in the 
Audubon Society and on her own, Rosa has 
been actively dedicated to the preservation of 
our environment for nearly 50 years. Her 
knowledge of all things ecological, her hon-
esty, diligence and determination combine to 
make her an invaluable resource to everyone 
concerned about protecting our water, air and 
land and the flora and fauna with which we 
cohabit our planet. 

Over the course of her life, Rosa has ac-
crued awards too numerous to mention. Now, 
her work has been recognized again by Flor-
ida Governor Charlie Crist, who has named 
her a ‘‘Point of Light’’ during Environmental 
Awareness Month. 

I am pleased to join Governor Crist, Rosa’s 
family, friends and huge numbers of admirers 

in celebrating her much deserved award, and 
I look forward to her continued contributions to 
the education of our citizens and the health of 
our planet. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EFRAIN 
ANTHONY MARRERO FOUNDATION 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the efforts of 
the Efrain Anthony Marrero Foundation. 

Over the last three years, the House Over-
sight Committee has held numerous hearings 
into the impact of steroid abuse. We’ve 
learned of widespread abuse, not just by pro-
fessional athletes, but by millions of teenage 
boys and girls, and we’ve learned of the ter-
rible health impacts of this abuse. 

We’ve heard from many experts who are 
doing the hard work necessary to reduce this 
epidemic of steroid abuse. And we’ve heard 
the tragic personal stories of families that have 
been affected by this problem. 

Frank and Brenda Marrero are the parents 
of Efrain Marrero. Almost four years ago, their 
son Efrain, a promising high school athlete, 
committed suicide following steroid abuse. 

The Marrerros grieved. And they also acted, 
starting the Efrain Anthony Marrero Founda-
tion to tell their story and to educate teenagers 
about the dangers of steroid abuse. 

Representing their foundation, and keeping 
alive the memory of their son, the Marreros 
have traveled the country, speaking to par-
ents, teachers, coaches, and teenagers at 
hundreds of workshops. Their simple mes-
sage—and the power of their tragic personal 
story and their ability to persevere—have edu-
cated thousands of parents and children about 
the health impacts of steroid abuse. 

I want to thank the Marreros for their efforts. 
The foundation’s motto—FAST—Fighting 
Against Steroids Together—is a reminder of 
the need for constant vigilance by coaches, 
teachers, parents, and public officials to solve 
this public health problem. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the ongoing work of Frank and Brenda 
Marrero, and the Efrain Anthony Marrero 
Foundation, to reduce steroid abuse. 

f 

SHEYLINN WORK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Sheylinn Work 
who has received the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 
Sheylinn Work is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Sheylinn 
Work is exemplary of the type of achievement 

that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential that students at all lev-
els strive to make the most of their education 
and develop a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Sheylinn Work for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character to all her future 
accomplishments. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
200TH BIRTHDAY OF KNOX COUN-
TY OHIO 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Knox County, Ohio celebrated its 

200th birthday on March 1, 2008 with great 
joy; and 

Whereas, they will reflect on the past 200 
years with fondness and celebrate; and 

Whereas, the residents of Knox County 
have positively contributed to the history of 
America from the Civil War to the Industrial 
Revolution to today’s society; and 

Whereas, Knox County will reminisce on a 
lifetime full of memories and look forward to 
many more: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with my friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I wish Knox County, Ohio a 
happy 200th birthday. 
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JAMES C. DUDDY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride and pleasure that I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding service and leader-
ship of James C. Duddy on the occasion of 
his retirement after more than 50 years of 
service to the Kansas City, Missouri, Fire De-
partment. 

James began his career as a firefighter in 
1955, and rose to Assistant Chief Fire Mar-
shal. Over the years, James has earned many 
awards including Firefighter of the Year and 
the Medal of Honor. 

James has also been instrumental in assist-
ing several other organizations. He has as-
sisted the Secret Service, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms on several occasions, and 
served as President of the Kansas City Arson 
Task Force for many years. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
with me in commending James C. Duddy for 
his dedicated service to ensuring the safety of 
the people of Kansas City, Missouri. I know 
James’ colleagues, family and friends join with 
me in thanking him for his commitment to oth-
ers and wishing him happiness and good 
health in his retirement. 
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