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nearly as long as language itself. According to 
Merriam-Webster, the origin comes from the 
‘‘neger’’ modification, and the French ‘‘negrè,’’ 
and the Spanish ‘‘negro.’’ However, within the 
English language, the n-word was used to de-
pict blacks during the slave trade. Blacks sub-
sequently embraced a more palatable form, 
‘‘negro.’’ This with the end of slavery and im-
position of the Jim Crew was altered as a sign 
of disrespect and contempt. Today, some 
‘‘mainstream’’ hip-hop recording artists slide 
the n-word into their albums. And when they 
clamor their way up the Billboard pop charts 
everyone listens, including the New York City 
Council. 

The abolish the N-Word Project Inc. has 
many worldwide supporters, with a mailing list 
of 27,000 people and 13 million hits on their 
Web site. Some critics state that focusing on 
a word will not solve the multitude of problems 
that exist within the black community. I sup-
port the council member’s initiative; after all it 
has developed critical thinking wither and con-
versation about the use of the word is appro-
priate. 

The initiative of the council member’s n- 
word essay contest educated young people 
about the negative history and impact of the n- 
word. Educating our society and making us 
conscious is important, because we need to 
begin to work with our children to have them 
understand the history and cultural meaning of 
a word that should only be used with such un-
derstanding. 
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to Oakton High School as it prepares to 
celebrate its 40th anniversary. 

Oakton High School was the first high 
school established in the Providence District of 
Fairfax County. Originally founded in 1911, the 
school was located above the Sutton Store in 
Oakton, Virginia. In 1914, it relocated to a two- 
story building on Chain Bridge and Blake 
Lane, recognized today as ‘‘Old Oakton High 
School.’’ Oakton initially taught 1- and 2-year 
courses, but by 1922 it had become a 4-year 
state accredited institution. Since then, Oakton 
High School has committed itself to lofty 
standards of academic and extracurricular ex-
cellence. The school provided the first indoor 
basketball court in all of Fairfax County, and in 
1935 it graduated 235 students, a great aca-
demic accomplishment for the time period. As 
the Oakton area began to change from a rural 
community to a suburb of Washington, D.C., 
the growth in population required the construc-
tion of larger facilities. In 1967, Oakton High 
School was relocated to its current site on 
Sutton Road. 

Today, Oakton High School remains a dis-
tinguished and greatly lauded school in all as-
pects from sports to the arts to academics. In 
past years, U.S. News and World Report and 

Newsweek magazines have ranked Oakton 
High school one of the top 100 schools in the 
Nation. This year, Governor Kaine recognized 
Oakton High School with the 2008 Governor’s 
Award of Excellence. Additionally, the school 
has won multiple State championships in 
men’s and women’s lacrosse, cross country, 
baseball, football, golf, and gymnastics. In the 
arts, the Virginia High School League has 
honored the band program multiple years in a 
row, and Oakton’s One Act Play won the State 
championship in 1992. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
thank the Oakton High School faculty and staff 
for the immeasurable contributions that they 
have made to the community by shaping to-
day’s youth and tomorrow’s future. I congratu-
late the high school on its successes over the 
last 40 years and I wish it more successful 
years in the future. I ask that my colleagues 
join me in applauding this outstanding and dis-
tinguished institution. 
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Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, today I 
pay tribute to Terry Wicks, CRNA, MHS, of 
Rutherford College, North Carolina, in my con-
gressional district. Mr. Wicks, my constituent, 
recently completed his 2006–2007 term as the 
national president of the American Association 
of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA). 

Having celebrated its 76th Anniversary, the 
AANA is a professional organization that rep-
resents more than 36,000 practicing Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) na-
tionwide. 

Originally from the state of Iowa, Mr. Wicks 
received his education in the art and science 
of Nurse Anesthesia while serving as an offi-
cer in the United States Army. His anesthesia 
training took him to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
for the first phase of his education, and then 
to Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center in Au-
rora, Colorado. He earned his Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (BSN) from the University 
of Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa. In addition, Mr. 
Wicks also holds a Master of Health Sciences 
(MHS) degree from Texas Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Fort Worth, Texas. Previously serving 
as Director of the Anesthesia Department at 
Catawba Valley Medical Center in Hickory, 
NC, before taking over as National President 
of the AANA, Mr. Wicks continues his work as 
a Staff Anesthetist helping provide anesthesia 
services to residents of the Unifour, a geo-
graphic area encompassing Burke, Catawba, 
Alexander, and Caldwell counties in the west-
ern foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
whose population has grown to over 350,000 
people. 

Mr. Wicks has held numerous leadership 
positions in the AANA as Regional Director, 
Vice-President, and President-elect before be-
coming the National President of the AANA in 
2006. In addition, he has served terms as 

President, President-Elect, and Vice-President, 
for the North Carolina Association of Nurse 
Anesthetists (NCANA). 

Adding to his professional accomplishments, 
Mr. Wicks has been recognized for speaking 
on anesthesia-related topics over the years. 
He has taken his experience and knowledge 
from the workplace and AANA leadership 
roles to lecture on political and academic an-
esthesia-related topics before different profes-
sional groups. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing my 
constituent, the outgoing President of the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthetists, 
Mr. Terry Wicks, CRNA, MHS, for his notable 
career and outstanding achievements. 
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Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Gregg Van Volkinburg showed 

hard work and dedication to the sport of bas-
ketball; and 

Whereas, Gregg Van Volkinburg was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, Gregg Van Volkinburg always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with his friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Gregg Van 
Volkinburg on winning the Boys’ Division II 
State Basketball Championship. We recognize 
the tremendous hard work and sportsmanship 
he has demonstrated during the 2007–2008 
basketball season. 
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A TRIBUTE TO VALARIE GOMEZ 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ms. Valarie Gomez of San Gabriel, 
California. Every March we celebrate Wom-
en’s History Month in recognition of the con-
tributions and the sacrifices made by our na-
tion’s women. Accordingly it is my privilege to 
highlight Ms. Gomez as a woman whose ex-
traordinary efforts are vital to my district. 

Valarie Gomez was born and raised in the 
San Gabriel Valley and attended both 
Marymount College in Rancho Palos Verdes 
and Loyola Marymount University. There she 
tackled the formidable combination of double 
majors in English and Business Administra-
tion, as well as double minors in Philosophy 
and Religious Studies. She and her husband 
Carlos have three children, including two 
daughters and one son. 

Valarie and Carlos first immersed them-
selves in the local community by opening 
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