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nearly as long as language itself. According to 
Merriam-Webster, the origin comes from the 
‘‘neger’’ modification, and the French ‘‘negrè,’’ 
and the Spanish ‘‘negro.’’ However, within the 
English language, the n-word was used to de-
pict blacks during the slave trade. Blacks sub-
sequently embraced a more palatable form, 
‘‘negro.’’ This with the end of slavery and im-
position of the Jim Crew was altered as a sign 
of disrespect and contempt. Today, some 
‘‘mainstream’’ hip-hop recording artists slide 
the n-word into their albums. And when they 
clamor their way up the Billboard pop charts 
everyone listens, including the New York City 
Council. 

The abolish the N-Word Project Inc. has 
many worldwide supporters, with a mailing list 
of 27,000 people and 13 million hits on their 
Web site. Some critics state that focusing on 
a word will not solve the multitude of problems 
that exist within the black community. I sup-
port the council member’s initiative; after all it 
has developed critical thinking wither and con-
versation about the use of the word is appro-
priate. 

The initiative of the council member’s n- 
word essay contest educated young people 
about the negative history and impact of the n- 
word. Educating our society and making us 
conscious is important, because we need to 
begin to work with our children to have them 
understand the history and cultural meaning of 
a word that should only be used with such un-
derstanding. 
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RECOGNIZING THE OAKTON HIGH 
SCHOOL UPON ITS 40-YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to pay trib-
ute to Oakton High School as it prepares to 
celebrate its 40th anniversary. 

Oakton High School was the first high 
school established in the Providence District of 
Fairfax County. Originally founded in 1911, the 
school was located above the Sutton Store in 
Oakton, Virginia. In 1914, it relocated to a two- 
story building on Chain Bridge and Blake 
Lane, recognized today as ‘‘Old Oakton High 
School.’’ Oakton initially taught 1- and 2-year 
courses, but by 1922 it had become a 4-year 
state accredited institution. Since then, Oakton 
High School has committed itself to lofty 
standards of academic and extracurricular ex-
cellence. The school provided the first indoor 
basketball court in all of Fairfax County, and in 
1935 it graduated 235 students, a great aca-
demic accomplishment for the time period. As 
the Oakton area began to change from a rural 
community to a suburb of Washington, D.C., 
the growth in population required the construc-
tion of larger facilities. In 1967, Oakton High 
School was relocated to its current site on 
Sutton Road. 

Today, Oakton High School remains a dis-
tinguished and greatly lauded school in all as-
pects from sports to the arts to academics. In 
past years, U.S. News and World Report and 

Newsweek magazines have ranked Oakton 
High school one of the top 100 schools in the 
Nation. This year, Governor Kaine recognized 
Oakton High School with the 2008 Governor’s 
Award of Excellence. Additionally, the school 
has won multiple State championships in 
men’s and women’s lacrosse, cross country, 
baseball, football, golf, and gymnastics. In the 
arts, the Virginia High School League has 
honored the band program multiple years in a 
row, and Oakton’s One Act Play won the State 
championship in 1992. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
thank the Oakton High School faculty and staff 
for the immeasurable contributions that they 
have made to the community by shaping to-
day’s youth and tomorrow’s future. I congratu-
late the high school on its successes over the 
last 40 years and I wish it more successful 
years in the future. I ask that my colleagues 
join me in applauding this outstanding and dis-
tinguished institution. 
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HONORING TERRY C. WICKS, CRNA, 
MHS, PRESIDENT OF THE AMER-
ICAN ASSOCIATION OF NURSE 
ANESTHETISTS 

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, today I 
pay tribute to Terry Wicks, CRNA, MHS, of 
Rutherford College, North Carolina, in my con-
gressional district. Mr. Wicks, my constituent, 
recently completed his 2006–2007 term as the 
national president of the American Association 
of Nurse Anesthetists (AANA). 

Having celebrated its 76th Anniversary, the 
AANA is a professional organization that rep-
resents more than 36,000 practicing Certified 
Registered Nurse Anesthetists (CRNAs) na-
tionwide. 

Originally from the state of Iowa, Mr. Wicks 
received his education in the art and science 
of Nurse Anesthesia while serving as an offi-
cer in the United States Army. His anesthesia 
training took him to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 
for the first phase of his education, and then 
to Fitzsimmons Army Medical Center in Au-
rora, Colorado. He earned his Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (BSN) from the University 
of Iowa in Iowa City, Iowa. In addition, Mr. 
Wicks also holds a Master of Health Sciences 
(MHS) degree from Texas Wesleyan Univer-
sity in Fort Worth, Texas. Previously serving 
as Director of the Anesthesia Department at 
Catawba Valley Medical Center in Hickory, 
NC, before taking over as National President 
of the AANA, Mr. Wicks continues his work as 
a Staff Anesthetist helping provide anesthesia 
services to residents of the Unifour, a geo-
graphic area encompassing Burke, Catawba, 
Alexander, and Caldwell counties in the west-
ern foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
whose population has grown to over 350,000 
people. 

Mr. Wicks has held numerous leadership 
positions in the AANA as Regional Director, 
Vice-President, and President-elect before be-
coming the National President of the AANA in 
2006. In addition, he has served terms as 

President, President-Elect, and Vice-President, 
for the North Carolina Association of Nurse 
Anesthetists (NCANA). 

Adding to his professional accomplishments, 
Mr. Wicks has been recognized for speaking 
on anesthesia-related topics over the years. 
He has taken his experience and knowledge 
from the workplace and AANA leadership 
roles to lecture on political and academic an-
esthesia-related topics before different profes-
sional groups. 

Madam Speaker, I rise to ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing my 
constituent, the outgoing President of the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthetists, 
Mr. Terry Wicks, CRNA, MHS, for his notable 
career and outstanding achievements. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
GREGG VAN VOLKINBURG FOR 
WINNING THE BOYS’ DIVISION II 
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Gregg Van Volkinburg showed 

hard work and dedication to the sport of bas-
ketball; and 

Whereas, Gregg Van Volkinburg was a sup-
portive team player; and 

Whereas, Gregg Van Volkinburg always dis-
played sportsmanship on and off of the court; 
now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with his friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Gregg Van 
Volkinburg on winning the Boys’ Division II 
State Basketball Championship. We recognize 
the tremendous hard work and sportsmanship 
he has demonstrated during the 2007–2008 
basketball season. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO VALARIE GOMEZ 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ms. Valarie Gomez of San Gabriel, 
California. Every March we celebrate Wom-
en’s History Month in recognition of the con-
tributions and the sacrifices made by our na-
tion’s women. Accordingly it is my privilege to 
highlight Ms. Gomez as a woman whose ex-
traordinary efforts are vital to my district. 

Valarie Gomez was born and raised in the 
San Gabriel Valley and attended both 
Marymount College in Rancho Palos Verdes 
and Loyola Marymount University. There she 
tackled the formidable combination of double 
majors in English and Business Administra-
tion, as well as double minors in Philosophy 
and Religious Studies. She and her husband 
Carlos have three children, including two 
daughters and one son. 

Valarie and Carlos first immersed them-
selves in the local community by opening 
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Bob’s Old Fashioned Freeze in 1983. Children 
and adults alike would flock to the establish-
ment for the ice cream, the sandwiches, and 
the friendly owners who helped neighborhood 
children learn the value of hard work and of a 
supportive mentor. It was at that time that 
Valarie learned the importance of showing 
youth their true potential. Her sweet-toothed 
patrons have since become responsible com-
munity leaders and still keep in touch. 

After owning and operating the family busi-
ness for several years, Valarie turned her at-
tention to community outreach. She rose to 
Executive Director of Children’s Ministries at 
San Gabriel Union Church and Christian 
School, founded its After-School Day Care 
program, served as the Executive Director of 
the San Gabriel Chamber of Commerce, and 
led the Gabrielino High School Career Part-
ners program. Valarie is also the 2-time past 
President and current member of the San Ga-
briel Rotary, is a volunteer for various Kiwanis 
and Asian Youth Center events, and is a 
member of the San Gabriel Coordinating 
Council and the Parks & Recreation Commis-
sion. 

The 25-year San Gabriel resident recently 
became the CEO of the West San Gabriel 
Valley YMCA after only 17 months with the or-
ganization. She showed an enterprising atti-
tude from the start and approached challenges 
with optimism and energy, leading to a dou-
bling in profit compared to the previous year, 
newly rebuilt community relations, and the 
largest Service Club department in the nation. 
It is no wonder, then, that Valarie’s generosity, 
approachability, and efficiency are so highly 
respected in the San Gabriel community. 

Armed with a passion to ‘‘make memories 
that last a lifetime,’’ Valarie is dedicated to 
empowering others to succeed. Her selfless 
service to the San Gabriel community is an in-
valuable addition to the legacy of Women’s 
History Month. With gratitude and admiration, 
I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring an extraordinary woman of 
California’s 29th Congressional District, Ms. 
Valarie Gomez. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
CHILLICOTHE HIGH SCHOOL FOR 
THEIR SUPPORT OF THE CHIL-
LICOTHE HIGH SCHOOL’S BOYS’ 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Chillicothe High School has dis-

played incredible dedication to creating well- 
rounded students; and 

Whereas, the Chillicothe High School has 
been supportive of their athletes; and 

Whereas, the Chillicothe High School has 
broadened the abilities and skills of their ath-
letes in the sport of basketball; and 

Whereas, the Chillicothe High School has 
always promoted sportsmanship on and off of 
the court; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with their friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-

sional District, I congratulate the Chillicothe 
High School on supporting their boys’ basket-
ball team in winning the Boys’ Division II State 
Basketball Championship. We recognize the 
tremendous amount of support they have 
given to their athletes. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF MR. 
ROBERT ZERKLE 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing the distinguished career and exten-
sive community involvement of Mr. Robert 
Zerkle of Mascoutah, Illinois. 

Bob served in the Mascoutah School District 
for 38 years, as a math teacher, business 
manager and assistant superintendent, before 
retiring in 2001. 

Even after his retirement from the 
Mascoutah School District, Bob has continued 
to be a staunch advocate of Impact Aid, the 
Federal program which provides assistance to 
local school districts that have been impacted 
by the presence of Federal property, such as 
the impact Scott Air Force Base has had on 
the Mascoutah School District in the congres-
sional district I represent. He has received 
several awards commending his efforts, in-
cluding the 2008 Friends of the National Asso-
ciation of Federally Impact Schools Award and 
the Globe Award recognizing his career work-
ing on behalf of Impact Aid. 

Madam Speaker, as the Representative for 
Scott Air Force Base, I have witnessed first 
hand how important the Impact Aid program is 
to our region and our students. Not only does 
it provide school districts such as Mascoutah 
with essential funding otherwise unavailable, it 
assures the men and women of our fighting 
forces that their children will receive a great 
education while they are keeping America safe 
and secure. 

The tireless efforts of individuals like Bob 
Zerkle are an example of how one individual’s 
dedication to a cause can have a lifetime ef-
fect on a community. Bob’s wealth of experi-
ence and overwhelming devotion will no doubt 
be missed among his colleagues and his stu-
dents. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in an expression of appreciation to Bob 
Zerkle for his years of dedicated service in 
support of Impact Aid and the students of the 
Mascoutah School District. I wish Bob the very 
best in the future. 
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HONORING THE CITY OF 
PETALUMA ON ITS SESQUI-
CENTENNIAL 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 4, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, I rise with 
particular pleasure today to honor the sesqui-

centennial of my hometown of Petaluma, Cali-
fornia, which has not only a special place in 
my heart, but a unique place in history over 
the past 150 years. 

My political career began in Petaluma when 
I was elected to the city council. I raised my 
four children in this picturesque town with its 
lovely rural surroundings, and now they are 
raising their children here. It is a warm and 
friendly place to call home, and despite its 
growing population, people still walk down the 
streets and smile and wave and greet each 
other by first name. 

Petaluma’s recent history evolved from its 
position at the head of a tidal estuary. This lo-
cation made it a natural shipping center for 
moving goods from fertile Sonoma County 
down to San Francisco in the years before the 
Golden Gate Bridge was built. Consequently, 
it prospered through the 19th century. But 
what put Petaluma on the map and made it fa-
mous in the early 20th century was the 1875 
invention of the chick incubator by local farm-
ers, Isaac Dias and Lyman Byce. 

According to local historian and former 
newspaper editor Katie Watts, the incubator 
and Petaluma’s mild climate made it a natural 
spot for raising chickens. On the advice of a 
public relations whiz, Bert Kerrigan, town lead-
ers capitalized on this speciality, dubbing 
Petaluma ‘‘The World’s Egg Basket.’’ 

What’s more, in 1918, Kerrigan prevailed on 
Congress to create a National Egg Day, Au-
gust 13, 1918, with Petaluma as the epicenter. 

Everything became related to eggs—instead 
of receiving the keys to the city, esteemed 
visitors were inaugurated into the Order of the 
Cluck Clucks and given a bouquet, not of flow-
ers, but of dressed chickens. The town colors 
were even yellow and white. And while pa-
rades in other cities featured floats carrying a 
contingent of young ladies in prom dresses, in 
Petaluma, they wore chicken costumes and 
handed out eggs. 

The scheme worked and Petaluma became 
the wealthiest city of its size in the country. 

‘‘Civic pride was enormous,’’ Watts says. 
‘‘Showplace homes were built, many of which 
are still standing.’’ 

The egg business slowly faded in the 1930s 
and 40s, and after waterway shipping was re-
placed by truck transport, Petaluma drifted into 
a sleepy decline. Watts explains that ‘‘At-
tempts to modernize in the 1950s and 60s 
were mostly short-circuited by the fact the city 
determined not to tear down fine old buildings 
and replace them with parking lots and cor-
rugated plastic.’’ 

Although chickens gave way to the cows 
and sheep that now dot the green hills around 
the city, Petaluma remains connected to its 
rural heritage by supporting a growing 
farmstead cheese industry. 

But Petaluma is also firmly in the 21st cen-
tury. Having been at the heart of Telecom Val-
ley during the dotcom boom, it attracted tech 
and bio-tech companies, with many continuing 
to move here, drawn by the fertile business 
climate. 

Petaluma’s civic pride extends to the care of 
its citizens—there is a model homeless shelter 
and a noted housing program for the economi-
cally disadvantaged. Current environmental 
policies reflect the city’s pioneering work in the 
first slow-growth ordinances in the U.S. Pro-
tecting the environment remains a priority for 
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