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(Mr. DOMENICI), the Senator from Alas-
ka (Mr. STEVENS), the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. COLLINS) and the Senator 
from Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4419 proposed to H.R. 3221, moving the 
United States toward greater energy 
independence and security, developing 
innovative new technologies, reducing 
carbon emissions, creating green jobs, 
protecting consumers, increasing clean 
renewable energy production, and mod-
ernizing our energy infrastructure, and 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for the 
production of renewable energy and en-
ergy conservation. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4421 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4421 pro-
posed to H.R. 3221, moving the United 
States toward greater energy independ-
ence and security, developing innova-
tive new technologies, reducing carbon 
emissions, creating green jobs, pro-
tecting consumers, increasing clean re-
newable energy production, and mod-
ernizing our energy infrastructure, and 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for the 
production of renewable energy and en-
ergy conservation. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4426 
At the request of Mr. MARTINEZ, the 

names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from North 
Carolina (Mrs. DOLE) and the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. KYL) were added as 
cosponsors of amendment No. 4426 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 3221, 
moving the United States toward 
greater energy independence and secu-
rity, developing innovative new tech-
nologies, reducing carbon emissions, 
creating green jobs, protecting con-
sumers, increasing clean renewable en-
ergy production, and modernizing our 
energy infrastructure, and to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide tax incentives for the produc-
tion of renewable energy and energy 
conservation. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4427 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mr. ALEXANDER) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 4427 in-
tended to be proposed to H.R. 3221, 
moving the United States toward 
greater energy independence and secu-
rity, developing innovative new tech-
nologies, reducing carbon emissions, 
creating green jobs, protecting con-
sumers, increasing clean renewable en-
ergy production, and modernizing our 
energy infrastructure, and to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide tax incentives for the produc-
tion of renewable energy and energy 
conservation. 

AMENDMENT NO. 4433 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 

(Mr. BINGAMAN) and the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU) were 
added as cosponsors of amendment No. 
4433 proposed to H.R. 3221, moving the 
United States toward greater energy 
independence and security, developing 
innovative new technologies, reducing 
carbon emissions, creating green jobs, 
protecting consumers, increasing clean 
renewable energy production, and mod-
ernizing our energy infrastructure, and 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for the 
production of renewable energy and en-
ergy conservation. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for him-
self, Mr. WEBB, Mr. BROWN, and 
Ms. MILKULSKI): 

S. 2824. A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the col-
lective bargaining rights and proce-
dures for review of adverse actions of 
certain employees of the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
rise today to introduce legislation de-
signed to fix the personnel laws that 
cover the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, VA, health care professionals, in-
cluding registered nurses, physicians, 
physician assistants, dentists, podia-
trists, optometrists, and dental assist-
ants. I am proud to have the support of 
my colleagues, Senators WEBB, BROWN 
and MIKULSKI. This legislation is the 
companion bill to the pending House 
bill sponsored by House Veterans’ Af-
fairs Chairman, Congressman BOB FIL-
NER. 

Our goal is to support the VA health 
care professionals who work hard to 
provide quality care to our veterans. 
The bill seeks to return to the partner-
ship agreement of the 1990s between VA 
management and workforce. Flexible 
scheduling and basic fairness from 
management are key issues to recruit 
and retain a strong workforce. 

Almost 22,000 of the registered nurse 
caring for our veterans will be eligible 
to retire by 2010. Even more stunning is 
that 77 percent of all resignations of 
nurses occur within the first 5 years. 
This is a clear signal that more must 
be done to retain VA nurses and qual-
ity health care staff. Anyone involved 
in health care understands the impor-
tant role that nurses play in the qual-
ity of care and patient satisfaction. 

The VA has several options. VA could 
invest more of its precious, limited 
funding on contract care—or, as we 
recommend, support this legislation 
and restore the partnership that will 
encourage our nurses and other health 
care professionals to stay in the VA 
system to care for our Nation’s heroes. 

West Virginia has four VA Medical 
Centers, each with a dedicated team of 

health care professionals. I have met 
with the nurses and other professionals 
to hear their requests for flexible 
scheduling. I believe that we should re-
store the management partnership and 
work hard to retain our dedicated team 
of health professionals for our aging 
veterans, and those newly returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan with both 
physical and mental wounds of war 
that deserved experienced VA care. 

By Mr. AKAKA: 
S. 2825. A bill to amend title 38, 

United States Code, to provide a min-
imum disability rating for veterans re-
ceiving medical treatment for a serv-
ice-connected disability; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today I 
introduce the Veterans’ Compensation 
Equity Act of 2008. This legislation 
would mandate fair and equitable rat-
ings for veterans whose disabilities re-
quire continuous medication or the use 
of adaptive devices, such as hearing 
aids. 

Specifically, the bill would require 
that all veterans who receive contin-
uous medication or require use of one 
or more adaptive devices, such as hear-
ing aids, prescribed by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs or other licensed 
health care provider for treatment of a 
service-connected disability, shall be 
rated at not less than 10 percent. 

The amount of compensation vet-
erans with service-connected condi-
tions receive is based on a disability 
rating, which VA assigns. VA uses its 
rating schedule to determine which 
rating to assign to a veteran’s par-
ticular condition. Currently the rating 
schedule provides a minimum compen-
sable rating of 10 percent or higher for 
most but not all disabilities that re-
quire continuous medication. I do not 
see any reason why one veteran who re-
quires continuous medication for treat-
ment of a service-connected disability, 
such as diabetes or asthma, should re-
ceive a compensable rating and another 
veteran who requires continuous medi-
cation for treatment of another dis-
ability, such as hypertension or chron-
ic sinusitis, is assigned a zero percent 
rating and receives no compensation. 

This legislation would also provide a 
minimum compensable rating when a 
veteran requires the use of a hearing 
aid or other adaptive device, but is 
nonetheless assigned a noncompensable 
rating under the current rating sched-
ule. The use of adaptive devices pre-
scribed by a Department of Veterans 
Affairs or other licensed health care 
provider for treatment of a service-con-
nected condition would result in a rat-
ing of at least 10 percent. 

It is important that veterans who are 
disabled as a result of military service 
are compensated in a fair and equitable 
manner. Providing different compensa-
tion for different medical conditions 
that all require continuous medication 
or adaptive devices is not just. 
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I urge all of my colleagues to support 

this measure, so that veterans seeking 
compensation will be treated in a fair 
and equitable manner. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2825 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’ 
Compensation Equity Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. MINIMUM DISABILITY RATING FOR VET-

ERANS RECEIVING CERTAIN MED-
ICAL TREATMENT FOR A SERVICE- 
CONNECTED DISABILITY. 

Section 1155 of title 38, United States Code, 
is amended by inserting after the third sen-
tence the following new sentence: ‘‘For each 
veteran requiring continuous medication or 
the use of one or more adaptive devices, such 
as a hearing aid, prescribed by the Depart-
ment or other licensed health care provider 
for treatment of a service-connected dis-
ability, the Secretary shall assign a dis-
ability rating for such disability of not less 
than 10 percent.’’. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 504—CON-
DEMNING THE VIOLENCE IN 
TIBET AND CALLING FOR RE-
STRAINT BY THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA AND THE PEOPLE OF 
TIBET 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
SMITH, Mr. BIDEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
BROWN, Mrs. DOLE, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. OBAMA, Mr. BYRD, Mr. VOINOVICH, 
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mrs. MURRAY) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 504 

Whereas, beginning on March 10, 2008, Ti-
betans and Tibetan Buddhist monks began 
demonstrations in Lhasa, the capital of the 
Tibet Autonomous Region in the People’s 
Republic of China; 

Whereas those protests spread to elsewhere 
in the Tibet Autonomous Region and to Ti-
betan autonomous areas in the Sichuan, 
Gansu, and Qinghan provinces of China; 

Whereas, long-suppressed resentment 
prompted violent clashes between dem-
onstrators and government forces in the 
streets of Lhasa, resulting in innocent civil-
ian casualties, the burning of buildings, and 
extensive property damage; 

Whereas Chinese and Tibetan sources re-
port dozens of fatalities, and the arrest of 
more than 1,000 protesters in the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region and surrounding Tibetan 
areas of China; 

Whereas Tibet is the center of Tibetan 
Buddhism and the Dalai Lama is the most 
revered figure in Tibetan Buddhism; 

Whereas, the Government of China con-
tinues to restrict the rights of Tibetan Bud-
dhists to practice their religion freely; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has condemned 
the violence that began on March 14, 2008, 
and announced his continuing support for 
the Olympic Games to be held in Beijing, 
China; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has specifically 
stated that he does not seek independence 
for Tibet from China and has called for nego-
tiations to bring about meaningful auton-
omy for Tibet that allows Tibetans to main-
tain their distinctive identity within China; 

Whereas the Constitution of the People’s 
Republic of China guarantees freedom of re-
ligious belief for all citizens, but the 2007 An-
nual Report on International Religious Free-
dom of the Department of State states that 
‘‘[d]uring the period covered by this report, 
the Government [of China]’s respect for free-
dom of religion remained poor’’; and 

Whereas, following the demonstrations 
that began on March 10, 2008, the Govern-
ment of China began severely restricting ac-
cess to journalists and diplomats and cre-
ating a shortage of independent verification 
of the situation on the ground in Tibet: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the violence in Tibet and 

calls for restraint by the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China and the people of 
Tibet; 

(2) calls for a dialogue between the leader-
ship of the Government of China and His Ho-
liness the Dalai Lama on meaningful reli-
gious and cultural autonomy for Tibet with-
in China and urges that these discussions 
take place with all deliberate speed; 

(3) calls for the release of individuals who 
protested in a peaceful manner and for med-
ical care for those injured and wounded in 
the violence that followed the protests; 

(4) calls on the Government of China to 
cease its efforts to enter monasteries to ‘‘re-
educate’’ monks and nuns, to respect the 
right of the people of Tibet to speak of the 
Dalai Lama and possess his photograph, and 
to respect and protect basic human rights, as 
provided in the Constitution of the People’s 
Republic of China; 

(5) calls on the Government of China to 
honor its commitment to allow international 
journalists free access to China from mid- 
2007 to October 17, 2008; 

(6) calls on the Government of China to 
provide a full accounting of the March 2008 
protests in Tibet, the response of the Gov-
ernment of China, and the manner and num-
ber of detentions and deaths that occurred 
following the protests; and 

(7) both— 
(A) calls on the United States Department 

of State to fully implement the Tibetan Pol-
icy Act of 2002 (22 U.S.C. 6901 note), including 
the stipulation that the Secretary of State 
‘‘seek to establish an office in Lhasa, Tibet 
to monitor political, economic, and cultural 
developments in Tibet’’, and also to provide 
consular protection and citizen services in 
emergencies, and 

(B) urges that the agreement to permit 
China to open further diplomatic missions in 
the United States should be contingent upon 
the establishment of a United States Govern-
ment office in Lhasa, Tibet. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, at 
this time, I send a resolution to the 
desk. Perhaps, rather than do that, I 
should just speak about it and then in-
troduce it separately. 

This resolution is sent on behalf of 
Senator GORDON SMITH of Oregon and 
myself. It is also cosponsored by the 
chairman of the Foreign Relations 

Committee, Senator BIDEN, as well as 
Senators KLOBUCHAR, BROWN, CANT-
WELL, DOLE, OBAMA, SNOWE, MENENDEZ, 
VOINOVICH, SCHUMER, COLLINS, and 
BYRD. It deals with Tibet. 

It deals with what is happening in 
Tibet. This is a very difficult week be-
cause the day after tomorrow the 
Olympic torch is coming for the first 
time to my city, San Francisco, the 
only city in the United States that the 
torch will come to. It has created quite 
a stir. 

This resolution condemns the vio-
lence in Tibet, and it calls for restraint 
by the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the people of Tibet. 
It does other things as well; that is, to 
urge the Government of China to sit 
down with His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
and try to work toward meaningful au-
tonomy with respect to the culture and 
religion of the people of Tibet. 

There is an area called the Tibetan 
Autonomous Region. It has 3 million 
Tibetans. There are also 3 million Ti-
betans in the three surrounding prov-
inces of China. 

Starting on March 10, Tibetan monks 
and others began protesting in the au-
tonomous area of western China. The 
protests were begun peacefully by 
monks who marched in their robes and 
were an expression of these religious 
people’s desire to practice their reli-
gion freely and without Government 
interference. 

The protesters took this action at 
great personal risk. Many monks and 
marchers carried pictures of the Dalai 
Lama, the most revered figure in Ti-
betan Buddhism. Possession of such a 
picture is punished in China, some-
times severely. 

Unfortunately and tragically, on 
March 14, the protests in Lhasa, the 
capital of the Tibetan Autonomous Re-
gion, turned violent. Long-suppressed 
animosity boiled over. Innocent people 
were killed in the violence. Homes and 
businesses were burned in what appears 
to have been a riot. 

Over the days and weeks that fol-
lowed, the protests spread. They oc-
curred in 42 separate Chinese counties. 
Most were peaceful. In some cases, 
they were met, though, with brute 
force by Chinese police. This resolution 
condemns force on both sides. The Chi-
nese Government responded to these 
protests with force and secrecy. The 
crackdown included thousands of para-
military police and possibly the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army, who were sent 
to Tibet. 

International journalists and official 
representatives were kept out, making 
accurate information difficult to ob-
tain. But we know dozens of people or 
more have died. We know more than 
1,000 people have been incarcerated. 

Now, how did all this happen? Over 
the past decade, China has flooded the 
Tibetan Autonomous Region with Han 
Chinese. They have built a major rail-
road. Han Chinese have participated in 
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