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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, A SCOURGE 

IN THE CARIBBEAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker. I would like 
to bring to your attention an article written on 
domestic violence featured in the New York 
CaribNews for the week ending March 25, 
2008 on ‘‘Domestic Violence, A Scourge in the 
Caribbean—Women Suffer at Men’s Hands in 
Almost Every Country.’’ 

Domestic violence is an ill that plagues 
many communities but is especially prevalent 
in immigrant communities as highlighted by a 
recent State Department human rights report. 
Domestic violence primarily affects women 
and children and mostly girls. The violence is 
often at the hands of fathers or male authority 
figures in the family or community. 

Despite tougher laws and penalties, domes-
tic violence continues as a ‘‘significant social 
problem.’’ Often victims of domestic violence 
are reluctant to report incidents of abuse due 
to the stigmatism that it carries and fear of re-
prisal from their abusers. Even more troubling 
are the cases that go unreported because the 
perception that law enforcement officers and 
magistrates can be bribed to make cases dis-
appear. Clearly there is much work to be done 
in educating both victims and law enforcement 
personnel on the serious effects of domestic 
violence. 

Articles such as this are instrumental in rais-
ing public awareness of this critical problem; 
and serves as a reminder that domestic vio-
lence is problematic in both immigrant and 
nonimmigrant communities. As a society, we 
have a moral obligation to educate and protect 
our most vulnerable members. 
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT: DOMESTIC VIO-

LENCE, A SCOURGE IN CARIBBEAN—WOMEN 
SUFFER AT MEN’S HANDS IN ALMOST EVERY 
COUNTRY 

(By Tony Best) 
It’s like a recurring decimal. In almost 

every country, from Barbados, the Bahamas, 
St. Vincent and Jamaica to Guyana, Ja-
maica, Trinidad and Tobago, Belize and Haiti 
the story was the same: physical abuse of 
women at the hands of their lovers is ramp-
ant throughout the Caribbean. 

Admittedly, though, the problem is far 
more serious in some places than in others. 
Take the case of Barbados, where the U.S. 
State Department human rights report de-
scribed violence and abuse against women as 
significant social problems. 

And they exist despite the presence of 
tough laws which impost stiff sentences on 
men, depending on the severity of the 
charges. 

For instance, penalties can range from 
fines for a first time offenders (unless the in-
jury is serious) up to death penalty for a 
killing. 

In between are prison terms for those who 
breach court-imposed restraining orders. But 
apart from physical abuse, there are the sex-
ual offences, including spousal rate, for 
which the maximum penalty is life behind 
bars. In 2007, about 63 rape cases, seven as-
saults with intent to rape and 30 cases of sex 
with a minor were reported to the police. 

But women were not the only victims of vi-
olence in the home. Children in Barbados too 

suffered, complained the State Department. 
The abuse of women and children by lovers 
and fathers was a serious issue in Belize. Do-
mestic violence, discrimination against 
women, sexual abuse of children, trafficking 
in persons for sexual and labor exploitation, 
and child labor were also problems, as was 
the way the report described the situation in 
Caricom’s lone member-state in Central 
America. The numbers tell much of the 
story: in the first six months of last year, 
the Ministry of Health recorded 455 cases of 
domestic violence, of which 385 involved 
physical abuse of women and 67 were for sex-
ual abuse. 

The picture of violence against women was 
worst in the Bahamas. For not only did the 
report term it ‘‘serious’’ and ‘‘widespread’’ 
but warned it often ended in murder. 

Last year, 14 of the 79 homicides in the Ba-
hamas ‘‘were related to domestic violence.’’ 
To add to the tragedy, Washington cited 
complaints from women’s rights groups that 
law enforcement authorities were generally 
reluctant ‘‘to intervene in domestic dis-
putes.’’ However, the State Department soft-
ened the blow by insisting that the ‘‘police 
recognized domestic violence as a high pri-
ority, provided specialized training for all in-
coming officers and offered continuing train-
ing in domestic violence.’’ The sketch of 
Guyana didn’t include homicides but at the 
core was a triple whammy: violence, rape, in-
cluding spousal rape, and the trafficking of 
women. 

In addition. Guyanese women face the 
added burden of a perception that some po-
lice officers and magistrates could be bribed 
to make cases of domestic violence go away. 

That’s not all. Despite the existence of 
laws designed to deal with the problem, the 
report charged that the real headache was a 
failure to implement programs designed to 
curb domestic violence. 

Small wonder, then, that a leading NGO, 
Help and Shelter, which handled 739 abuse 
cases of which 538 involved spousal abuse 
against women in 2007 demanded sensitivity 
training for magistrates and court staff to 
improve the handling of domestic violence. 

St. Vincent is another country where 
abuse of women is a hard and continuing fact 
of life. A human rights organization there 
charged that in far too many cases domestic 
violence went unpunished due to the culture 
in which victims choose not to seek assist-
ance from the police or the prosecution. 

As for Jamaica, the situation there too 
could best be described as dismal, although 
not as deadly as the Bahamas. Social and 
cultural traditions perpetuated violence 
against women, including spousal abuse the 
report charged. Violence against women was 
widespread, but many women were reluctant 
to acknowledge or report abusive behavior, 
leading to wide variations in estimates of its 
extent. 

Just as serious and complex was the report 
on Trinidad and Tobago where abuse of 
women was a matter of grave concern. Like 
Jamaica, tough laws and programs to aid 
battered women are in existence in the twin- 
island republic but there was a common 
problem: cops are lax in enforcing the law. If 
figures compiled by women’s groups are ac-
curate between 20 to 25 percent of women in 
Trinidad and Tobago were victims of abuse. 

While no figures existed in Haiti that 
would give a indication of the depth of prob-
lem, what was clear was that it was a night-
mare. For instance, a man who kills his wife 
or her lover found in act of adultery in the 
home wouldn’t be charged under the coun-
try’s criminal code. But a woman who mur-

ders her spouse under similar circumstances 
would be hauled before the court, the State 
Department reported. 

Although laws against domestic violence 
were enacted, human rights activists de-
scribed domestic violence as both ‘‘common-
place and underreported,’’ so much so that 
Women’s Solidarity, a human rights body for 
women, estimated that eight of every 10 Hai-
tian women were victims of domestic vio-
lence. 

Meanwhile, the problem of domestic vio-
lence has seemingly spread from the West In-
dies to Caribbean immigrant groups in New 
York City. Both physical and verbal abuse is 
said to be high in Brooklyn where Charles 
Hynes, Brooklyn District Attorney, has an 
aggressive program to combat spousal abuse. 
‘‘We see it quite a lot among Caribbean im-
migrants,’’ said an official of the DA’s office. 
‘‘But people from the Caribbean aren’t alone. 
Spousal abuse is prevalent in almost every 
immigrant community, whether they are 
from Europe, Latin America or the Carib-
bean.’’ 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO LEE 
TILLMAN 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of my friend, Lee Tillman, who 
passed away on December 15, 2007. 

Lee Tillman moved to Boulder City, NV, at 
the age of 18, in 1931, and worked as a ball 
mill operator for the Hoover Dam during its 
construction. Mr. Tillman also worked as a 
truck driver and an electrician during the con-
struction of the Hoover Dam. He and his late 
wife, Norma, settled in Boulder City in 1939, 
where they raised their family and subse-
quently retired. He was the last known local 
Hoover Dam construction worker to reside in 
the area at the time of his death. He was 94 
years old. 

Lee’s friends and family considered him to 
be a man of integrity, who enjoyed recounting 
stories about his life and his many experi-
ences that he encountered as a resident of 
southern Nevada. He was revered as a walk-
ing historian because of his ability to recount 
significant facts and details about the con-
struction of Hoover Dam. He told his accounts 
as a dam worker for countless documentaries. 
He enjoyed sharing those experiences with his 
friends and family alike. I also had the distinct 
pleasure of serving on the Boulder City Coun-
cil with Lee’s son, Tim, and I greatly appre-
ciated the wealth of knowledge that Lee will-
ingly shared. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to honor the 
life and legacy of my friend Lee Tillman for his 
integral work on the Hoover Dam, and his 
years of community service throughout the 
Boulder City and the southern Nevada com-
munity. Mr. Tillman was a historical force 
throughout the community and he will be pro-
foundly missed. 
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VICTIM’S RIGHTS AWARDS, LAU-

RIE DISHMAN UNSUNG HERO 
AWARD RECIPIENT 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I am hon-
ored to announce that my constituent, Laurie 
Dishman has been selected by the Victim’s 
Rights Caucus to receive the Unsung Hero 
Award. 

Laurie is a remarkable young woman, who 
found the strength and courage to fight on be-
half of others after she was a victim of a vio-
lent crime on a cruise ship. Laurie shared her 
story with me in a letter two years ago. 

As a passenger on board a ship operated 
by Royal Caribbean, Laurie was raped by a 
crew member. The story of her ordeal on the 
ship was shocking and the response by the 
cruise industry was even more appalling. 

Laurie was brave enough to report the inci-
dent to the crew authorities, even though they 
treated her poorly and with little sensitivity. 
She also reported the crime to the FBI. Unfor-
tunately, the U.S. Attorney’s office declined 
the case or prosecution just four days later. 

I have since learned that there have been 
no convictions for rape cases on cruise lines 
in four decades. This statistic takes on a new 
meaning through the lens of Laurie’s experi-
ence. 

Laurie has devoted herself to a public 
awareness campaign to ensure that the cruise 
industry is held accountable for their lax secu-
rity onboard cruise ships. 

She has done television shows including 
The Montel Williams Show, the Morning Show, 
Inside Edition, and numerous others. She also 
has done radio interviews for the BBC and 
other international news organizations to send 
out her message. As the focus of numerous 
expose pieces about safety concerns on 
cruise ships, Laurie was profiled for stories in 
the Los Angeles Times and the San Francisco 
Chronicle. 

She was also brave enough to testify at a 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Coast Guard 
and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee 
hearing on Crimes on Cruise Ships. At the 
hearing she spoke of her experience and also 
ways to improve prevention methods, includ-
ing: peep holes and security latches on state-
room doors; instituting sensitivity training for 
crew members: and ensuring more CCTV 
cameras in hallways. 

After the hearing, I introduced the Protect 
Americans from Crimes on Cruise Ships Res-
olution on September 17, 2007, with Reps. 
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS and CAROLYN MALONEY. 
The resolution now has over thirty cosponsors. 

The Transportation and Infrastructure Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation Sub-
committee held a follow-up hearing on Sep-
tember 19, 2007. We heard from other victims 
who were raped or assaulted on cruise ships. 
Laurie attended the full-day hearing and pro-
vided support for the women who testified and 
their families. Since then she has continued to 
attend meetings with the cruise industry, pro-
vide interviews and insight to our office on the 
progress, or lack thereof, of the cruise indus-
tries safety standards. 

On April 8, 2008 Laurie testified in front of 
the California State Senate regarding a bill to 
require Ocean Rangers on cruise ships. 
‘‘These Ocean Rangers will help to make sure 
that there are trained personnel who can re-
spond to a reported crime, and that there is an 
advocate for a crime victim who is not em-
ployed by the cruise lines. 

I am also working on introducing it bi-
cameral, comprehensive cruise safety reform 
bill that is informed by two years of research 
and two Congressional hearings, but at its 
heart, addresses the concerns brought to our 
office two years ago by Ms. Dishman. 

Laurie embodies the spirit of an unsung 
hero. She does all of this without acclaim, but 
because she feels compelled. Laurie has 
helped lead a campaign of awareness about 
safety concerns on cruise ships. We all know 
that crimes can only be prevented when we 
are aware of the chance for them to occur. 

Laurie has taken leadership and shown 
strong determination throughout this ternble 
personal experience. I have been very proud 
to be by her side in this effort, to ensure safe-
ty on cruise ships by informing the public of 
their risks. 

Because of her visibility and strength, other 
victims have been able to tell their stories. As 
a result, we have been able to garner public 
awareness and support for our efforts towards 
oversight and better public policy. 

I applaud Laurie for her heroic work during 
these last two years. I nominated her for the 
Victim’s Rights Caucus Unsung Hero Award. It 
is an honor to recognize her today for her im-
portant contributions to ensuring the safety of 
the over 10 million women and families across 
the country that cruise each year. 
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A TRIBUTE TO CANTOR AVIVA 
ROSENBLOOM 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the extraordinary contributions of 
Cantor Aviva Rosenbloom of Temple Israel of 
Hollywood. Cantor Aviva will be retiring this 
spring after 32 remarkable years of service to 
the Temple community. She will be honored at 
‘‘Erev Aviva’’—Night of Aviva for her dedica-
tion and inspiration during her lengthy and 
truly iconic career. The community-wide cele-
bration will be an opportunity for us to thank 
Cantor Aviva and express appreciation for the 
contributions she has made to Temple Israel 
and the Los Angeles Jewish community at 
large. 

Cantor Aviva is only the second full-time 
Cantor to have served Temple Israel in its 82- 
year history. In fact, she was the first full-time 
Cantor to serve in the Los Angeles area. 
Throughout her tenure, she has become part 
of the fabric of the Temple community. 

She has a lively, warm and colorful pres-
ence. Her vibrant spirit and love for tradition is 
infectious; her voice has inspired many 
congregants over the years. Cantor Aviva has 
touched Temple Israel at its core as she led 
hundreds of children through their Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah ceremonies and taught countless 
adults to chant and sing Jewish prayers. 

She is known for continually updating and 
expanding Temple Israel’s musical liturgy with 
jazz services and songs in Hebrew, Yiddish 
and Ladino. Cantor Aviva has premiered new 
works by contemporary Jewish composers in 
concert settings, and is comfortable with a 
whole host of musical genres, including clas-
sical, opera and folk. 

Our community owes Cantor Aviva a debt of 
gratitude for her tremendous record of accom-
plishments at Temple Israel of Hollywood. I 
ask my colleagues to join me in extending 
thanks for her outstanding and inspired con-
tributions these past 32 years. Please also join 
me in wishing her all the best in her capacity 
as Cantor Emeritus and in all future endeav-
ors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF FOR THE 
LOVE OF THE LAKE 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. PETE SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize For the Love of the 
Lake, a local community land and water con-
servation organization that is very dear to my 
heart. 

White Rock Lake Park resulted from the 
need for a larger water supply for the growing 
population in Dallas during the late 1890s. 
Since it became a city park on December 13, 
1929, White Rock Lake Park has always held 
a special place in the hearts of all Dallasites. 
Historically, it was known as the ‘‘people’s 
playground’’ and is now referred to as the 
‘‘Jewel of Dallas.’’ 

What initially began as an interest in keep-
ing White Rock Lake Park clean and beautiful 
quickly evolved into a conservation organiza-
tion with hundreds of dedicated and energetic 
volunteers. Since its founding in 1995, For the 
Love of the Lake has helped enhance the lake 
and park with various hands-on activities such 
as picking up litter and recyclables with their 
Second Saturday Shoreline Spruce-Up events 
and Adopt-A-Shoreline groups. Now led by 
President Steve Tompkins, For the Love of the 
Lake is reconstructing of a hike and bike trail, 
building a new bridge reminiscent of one built 
by the Civilian Conservation Corps, and ex-
panding the Celebration Tree Grove. On April 
11, 2008, Good Fulton & Farrell Architects will 
receive the Volunteer Group of the Year 
Award as the group leader of an Adopt-A- 
Shoreline group. In the past year, they have 
demonstrated their outstanding commitment in 
community service and financial contributions. 
Their first month with For the Love of the Lake 
was January 2007 and despite the bitter cold 
weather, they showed with a positive attitude 
and a giving heart. It is individuals like these 
that keep our communities strong and White 
Rock Lake Park beautiful. I am proud to be 
one of the many volunteers associated with 
this group. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in recognizing For the Love 
of the Lake for their contributions to White 
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