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TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF MICHAEL 

JACKSON 

HON. ALBERT RUSSELL WYNN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WYNN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Sheriff Michael Jackson, Sheriff for 
Prince George’s County, Maryland. 

Sheriff Michael Jackson is a Prince 
George’s County native who has dedicated his 
professional life to bettering the community in 
which he grew up and now serves. He grew 
up in Forestville, Maryland, and graduated 
from Crossland High School. He then went on 
to receive a bachelor of science from the 
DeVry Institute of Technology in electronic en-
gineering technology. Serving in the Marine 
Corps Reserves for 3 years, he joined the Of-
fice of the Sheriff in 1989, and was first sworn 
in as Sheriff on December 2, 2002. Now in his 
second term. Jackson has implemented impor-
tant changes in the past 6 years, both in do-
mestic violence intervention and in his work 
with the local youth. The 2008 Congressional 
Victim’s Rights Caucus Allied Profession 
Award is in recognition of these many accom-
plishments. 

In the field of domestic violence. Sheriff 
Jackson has made many important innova-
tions. He implemented a 24/7 Domestic Vio-
lence Intervention unit, a comprehensive ap-
proach to victim services and protection. The 
unit was created with the goal of providing as-
sistance to the victim through every stage of 
the judicial process, starting at the 911 call to 
the final protective order. He initiated the first 
civilian Domestic Violence Intervention/Com-
munity Services Unit, expanding outreach and 
education throughout the county. The Violence 
Victim Advocate Unit followed, which evalu-
ates the protective order issued and is an on-
going service as long as the victim needs it. 
He also formed an agency called ‘‘Empow-
ering My Sister’’ which supports domestic vio-
lence victims in regaining their autonomy and 
moving forward by providing professional de-
velopment, such as interview skills, appear-
ance tips, GED training, and business con-
tacts. 

The sheriff expanded services for domestic 
violence by assuming first responder duties for 
all 911 calls in the central county area, and 
Jackson’s goal is that by 2010 the Office of 
the Sheriff will serve the entire county as do-
mestic violence first responders. This will cen-
tralize first responder, peace and protective 
order service, community outreach, victim ad-
vocacy and survivor empowerment within 
‘‘Empowering My Sister.’’ 

Sheriff Jackson also serves as a role model 
to the youth in his community. As a Prince 
George’s County native, he shares his story of 
overcoming the hardships of his youth with 
young people. Through the Michael A. Jack-
son Charitable Foundation, he helps to pro-
vide opportunities for young people in the 
community by providing such services as di-
versity camp, and a Sheriff’s Explorer’s pro-
gram for teens. 

The Congressional Victim’s Rights Caucus 
Allied Profession Award recognizes the efforts 
of individuals, such as sheriff Jackson, who di-

rectly benefit crime victims, but are not direct 
service providers. Sheriff Jackson qualifies 
based on his creativity in expanding the serv-
ices of existing organizations, as well as im-
plementing new ones for the purpose of help-
ing victims of domestic violence through every 
aspect of their recovery. 
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ON HOUSE APPROVAL OF H.R. 3773 

HON. JOE BACA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express my support for the House amendment 
to the Senate-approved version of H.R. 3773. 
the FISA Amendments Act of 2008, but also to 
voice an area of concern I have with the legis-
lation. I want to thank Chairmen REYES and 
CONYERS and for the immense time and effort 
they both have put into this legislation, and 
also thank Speaker PELOSI for her efforts to 
negotiate with the Senate to work out the dif-
ferences between the two bills. 

As Congress works to reauthorize and im-
prove our foreign intelligence surveillance, it is 
imperative to remember that the United States 
has enemies abroad who wish to do us harm. 
In these delicate negotiations, we must be 
sure to protect the civil liberties of the Amer-
ican people and keep our Constitution in tact, 
while at the same time giving our intelligence 
community all the critical tools necessary to 
keep us safe. I believe that with an updated 
bill approved by the House, we can work out 
our honest differences and come up with a 
good bill that keeps the American people safe 
and protects our civil rights. 

While the House passed bill is a step in the 
right direction, I believe certain additional pro-
visions should be included in final compromise 
legislation. It is critical that any FISA legisla-
tion works to encourage compliance with our 
private sector partners in the ultimate goal of 
keeping America and her people secure. As 
such, targeted immunity for telecom carriers 
that allegedly participated in anti-terrorism sur-
veillance programs may become of vital impor-
tance. 

I am confident that as Congress moves for-
ward in negotiating sensible and effective 
FISA legislation, we will continue to work to-
ward the right balance that protects the Con-
stitutional rights of all Americans, while also 
authorizing the measures necessary to keep 
the United States safe. 
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HONORING PAUL CRAWFORD 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Paul Crawford, who has been 
named Historian of the Year by the Bedford 
County Historical Society. Paul, who is the 
founder of the Cumberland Valley Township 
Historical Society in Bedford County, will he 
honored with this distinguished award at the 

Bedford County Historical Society’s annual 
history banquet in April. 

As founder of the Cumberland Valley Town-
ship Historical Society, Paul has dedicated 
much of his life to researching and preserving 
the history of his community. He serves as a 
true leader in the community and the Society, 
directing many of the projects and events of 
the organization. Paul is a constant presence 
in the Cumberland Valley region, active in var-
ious community events and projects that sup-
port and promote the region. 

Paul’s role as a historian cannot be denied. 
He is consistently found pouring over historical 
documents and photographs, researching, 
documenting, and cataloging the history of the 
Cumberland Valley Township so that others 
can learn and remember the stories of those 
that came before them. Paul is a great leader 
in the community, and Bedford County is lucky 
to have such a dedicated individual working 
for the benefit of the entire community. 

Paul Crawford’s dedication to the preserva-
tion of his community’s history is admirable, 
and we can hope that others will follow in his 
footsteps and view our history with the same 
pride and honor as he has so clearly done. 
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TRIBUTE TO RITA AND JACK 
SINDER 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to two dear friends, Rita and Jack 
Sinder, who are being honored by Valley Beth 
Shalom’s 60th Birthday of the State of Israel 
Dinner Celebration. They are being recognized 
for their lifetime of commitment to Israel, the 
Jewish people, and Valley Beth Shalom 
(VBS). 

In 1967, Rita and Jack made their first trip 
to Israel just prior to the Six-Day War. The 
outbreak of hostilities forced their early depar-
ture on the eve of the war. The impact of their 
experience motivated them to mobilize the 
American Jewish community on Israel’s be-
half. 

Their dedication to Israel, however, began 
long before the State of Israel was created. 

Born in Vienna, Rita was immersed in Juda-
ism as a young child. During WWII, when Hit-
ler invaded Austria, Rita’s father was shipped 
to Poland. He fortunately escaped and her 
mother managed to get herself and her 
daughters out of Austria. Rita was sent to Lon-
don on Kindertransport and was not reunited 
with her family until the war ended. The deter-
mination, positive attitude, tremendous resil-
ience, and adaptability that helped her survive 
still guide her life today. Rita’s family was mi-
raculously reunited in America, settling in Los 
Angeles where Rita attended Belmont High 
School and graduated from USC with a de-
gree in Business Administration. 

Jack, raised in the Orthodox tradition by his 
father, a prominent Rabbi in Michigan, earned 
a degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
Michigan State. He worked for a machine tool 
company that supplied parts to the big three 
automakers. He was asked by an associate to 
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