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regard for his own safety, he threw himself 
onto the grenade to absorb the force of the 
explosion with his body, saving the lives of his 
two teammates.’’ 

‘‘By his undaunted courage, fighting spirit, 
and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of 
certain death, Petty Officer Monsoor gallantly 
gave his life for his country, thereby reflecting 
great credit upon himself and upholding the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval 
Service.’’ For this the most extreme sacrifice, 
Petty Officer Michael Anthony Monsoor was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by 
the President of the United States on April 8, 
2008. 

An ancient historian once wrote, ‘‘The brav-
est are surely those who have the clearest vi-
sion of what is before them, glory and danger 
alike, and yet not withstanding, go out to meet 
it.’’ Madam Speaker, these words could speak 
no better for the personal commitment of war-
riors like Petty Officer Monsoor whose service 
and sacrifice in the face of evil cannot be for-
gotten. 

Michael is survived by his mother Sally, his 
father George, his sister Sara and his two 
brothers James and Joseph who will always 
cherish the memories of his loving and caring 
devotion to all that touched his life. A loyal 
friend and an exceptional SEAL, he is sorely 
missed by his brave brothers in Task Unit 
Bravo. I extend my prayers and deepest con-
dolences to his loving family and friends and 
ask that my colleagues join me today in pay-
ing tribute to the life and memory of this true 
American hero. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SECOND ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF 
THE MANIFESTO ON FREEDOM 
AND DEMOCRACY FOR VIETNAM 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the second 
anniversary of the signing of the Manifesto on 
Freedom and Democracy for Vietnam. This 
Manifesto, originally signed by 118 Viet-
namese citizens and subsequently signed by 
thousands of others, has been an inspiration 
to many who seek to bring democracy and 
human rights to the citizens of Vietnam. Many 
signers of this document have been detained 
and have endured great sacrifice in the name 
of their cause, and it is with the utmost re-
spect that I rise in their honor. 
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CONGRESSIONAL VICTIM’S RIGHTS 
CAUCUS HONORS JAMIE LEIGH 
JONES 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, on Wednesday, 
April 9, 2008, the Congressional Victim’s 
Rights Caucus will holds its annual awards 

ceremony to recognize individuals for their sig-
nificant contributions to the victim’s rights field. 
The Congressional Victim’s Rights Caucus will 
award Jamie Leigh Jones with the Suzanne 
McDaniel Public Awareness Award to recog-
nize her efforts in raising national awareness 
of the plight of American contractors victimized 
abroad. 

Jamie Leigh Jones was only 20 years old 
when she went to work for KBR in Baghdad. 
She was only at the ironically-named Camp 
Hope a few days before her coworkers alleg-
edly drugged and gang-raped her. An Army 
doctor administered a rape kit, which was then 
turned over to KBR, not the appropriate law 
enforcement authorities as is standard in rape 
cases. It’s not a surprise then that KBR lost 
the very evidence that could be used against 
it. 

Jamie was then kept in a shipping con-
tainer, under armed guard. She was told that 
this was to protect her. It was really a way to 
keep her from telling others what she endured. 
Jamie convinced a sympathetic guard to let 
her use his cell phone. Jamie called her dad 
and asked for help. Her dad then called my of-
fice. My staff and I contacted the Department 
of State. Within 48 hours, agents were dis-
patched from the embassy in Baghdad and 
sent to rescue Jamie. 

It’s been nearly 3 years since Jamie was 
assaulted. No one has been held accountable 
for what happened to Jamie. For 21⁄2 years, 
the Department of Justice was silent as to 
what it was doing, if anything, to prosecute the 
criminals. Its silence was broken once Jamie 
went public with her case. 

In December 2007, Jamie went to the na-
tional media with her story. Since Jamie went 
to the press, my office has heard from several 
other former contractors alleging sexual as-
saults in Iraq. Jamie has heard from as many 
as 40 women through the nonprofit organiza-
tion she created, the Jamie Leigh Foundation, 
to help other Americans victimized while work-
ing abroad as government contractors. 

By telling her story, Jamie showed other vic-
tims that it is okay to come forward and talk 
about their assaults. She opened this coun-
try’s eyes to the ‘‘boys will be boys’’ atmos-
phere among the contractors in Iraq. And per-
haps most importantly, she showed other vic-
tims that they are not alone in their struggle to 
piece their lives back together. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING PHIL FLEISTER OF 
ST. ANSGAR, IOWA 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the dedication and hard work of 
one of my constituents. Phil Fleisher of St. 
Ansgar, Iowa, who has organized one of the 
most ambitious tributes to tell the story of 
America’s veterans. 

This Saturday, April 12, the first annual Vet-
erans Heritage Day will be observed at the St. 
Ansgar Walter T. Ennenberg American Legion 
Post headquarters, thanks to Phil’s coordina-
tion. 

The event will display the largest military 
history collection in the north central region of 
Iowa, including thousands of veteran histories 
compiled by Fleischer, a Vietnam war veteran, 
in one of the most ambitious chronicles any-
where, dating back to the American Civil War. 

It has been noted in press reports that Phil 
has sponsored and organized a number of 
these event, at his own expense, designed to 
educate and promote awareness for the sac-
rifices of U.S. military personnel in American 
history. 

And, even though it is reported that Phil pre-
fers to remain in the shadows and allow other 
veterans to take the spotlight, I wanted to 
properly recognize Phil’s dedication to telling 
the veterans’ stories of service and sacrifice 
today while at the same time collecting and 
preserving them for the benefit of future gen-
erations of Americans. 

No one has done more to secure this coun-
try’s freedom and prosperity than our vet-
erans. And, thanks to Phil Fleisher’s hard 
work, we all can benefit from his story as a 
veteran and the stories of thousands of other 
veterans who proudly served this great Nation. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress will join me in commending 
Phil Fleisher and wish him a safe and suc-
cessful event this Saturday. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING RON 
SMITH FOR WINNING THE BOYS’ 
DIVISION II STATE BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Ron Smith showed hard work and 

dedication to the sport of basketball; and 
Whereas, Ron Smith was a supportive team 

player; and 
Whereas, Ron Smith always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Ron Smith on winning 
the Boys’ Division II State Basketball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2007–2008 basketball season. 
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ACHIEVING THE AMERICAN 
DREAM 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Monday, funeral services were 
conducted in the Midlands of South Carolina 
for two gentlemen who symbolized achieving 
the ‘‘American Dream’’ of extraordinary fulfill-
ment promoting their families. 

Louis Gonda and E.D. Phillips will always 
be cherished in our community for their serv-
ice to others. 
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