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and sustain those who care for them. We ask 
Him to bring solace to the victims of tragedy 
and help to those suffering from addiction 
and adversity. We ask Him to strengthen our 
families and to protect the innocent and vul-
nerable in our country. We ask Him to pro-
tect our nation from those who wish us harm 
and watch over all who step forward to de-
fend us. We ask Him to bring about the day 
when His peace shall reign across the world 
and every tear shall be wiped away. 

In prayer we grow in mercy and compas-
sion. We are reminded in prayer that we are 
all fallen creatures in need of mercy. And in 
seeking God’s mercy we grow in mercy our-
selves. Experiencing the presence of God 
transforms our hearts and the more we seek 
His presence, the more we feel the tug at our 
souls to reach out to the poor and the hun-
gry, the elderly and the infirmed. 

When we answer God’s call to love a neigh-
bor as ourselves we enter into a deeper 
friendship with our fellow man and a deeper 
relationship with our Eternal Father. 

I believe in the power of prayer because I 
felt it in my own life. Prayer has strength-
ened me in times of personal challenge. It 
has helped me meet the challenges of the 
presidency. I understand now clearly the 
story of the calm in the rough seas. And so 
at this final prayer breakfast as your Presi-
dent, I thank you for your prayers and I 
thank our people all across America for their 
prayers and I ask you not to stop in the year 
ahead. We have so much work to do for our 
country. And with the help of the Almighty 
we will build a freer world and a safer, a 
more hopeful, a more noble, America. God 
bless. (Applause) 

Senator Enzi: Thank you, Mr. President 
for that prayer for our country. We thank 
you for your presence here. This is the 56th 
consecutive time that a President of the 
United States has been at the National Pray-
er Breakfast, a tremendous and important 
tradition. Ladies and gentlemen, we would 
ask that you please remain at your places as 
the President and First Lady take their 
leave of us. And we do thank you for your 
presence, Mr. President, and the faithful way 
that you strive to carry the burdens of our 
nation. I know all of us want to join in say-
ing we will pray for you and for your spouse 
and for your family that the Lord will give 
you success in your efforts toward the com-
mon needs of all mankind, which are life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness. 

God bless you, Mr. President and Mrs. 
Bush. (Applause) 

Mr. Smith: (Sings) [‘‘Amazing Grace’’] (Ap-
plause) 

Senator Enzi: Thank you, Michael for the 
gift of worship as you do it so well through 
song. We’re very grateful for all at our head 
table, the participants and the loving, 
thoughtful spirit that they have shared with 
all of us. I know that when I leave today, I 
will take with me the prayers, the scrip-
tures, the words of our two speakers and try 
to remember that the word ‘‘one’’ is the im-
portant part to the least and that we all 
have the opportunity to do our part. I hope 
that God doesn’t get too nervous when He is 
working through us. This has been an out-
standing morning. We have shared with you 
a little bit of what our Wednesday prayer 
breakfast is like, it is the way we get filled 
up during the week and I hope this has 
helped to fill you today. 

Senator Salazar: We hope you have all 
been encouraged. We hope you have been 
challenged. We hope you take the faith and 
hope and optimism and challenges that Ward 
Brehm has presented to us here today that 

not only in Africa, but in Latin America and 
all across this world that we work for a more 
perfect world and I am sure that this prayer 
breakfast will help us move along the way. 
Thank you to the 4,000 people who are here, 
to the millions around the world who are 
praying for us, to the 155 nations who are 
represented here knowing at the end of the 
day we are one human race. Thank you for 
coming this morning. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from South Carolina 
is recognized. 

f 

PROGRESS IN IRAQ 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I want 
to take a few minutes to talk about the 
testimony given yesterday by General 
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker re-
garding our progress and challenges in 
Iraq. I think it is important for the 
American people to understand and for 
our colleagues to understand that the 
surge of troops in Iraq that began in 
the early part of last year was a correc-
tive measure, and that from the fall of 
Baghdad until January 2007, it was 
clear to me, Senator MCCAIN, and oth-
ers that our strategy during that pe-
riod of time was not working; that we 
had too few troops; that the country 
got into a lawless state; that political 
progress and economic progress was 
virtually nonexistent. There was a pa-
ralysis when it came to the ability to 
govern in Baghdad: The economy was 
stalled; violence was spreading 
throughout the country to the point, in 
2006, that the al-Qaida flag flew over 
parts of Anbar Province. 

So there was a moment of reckoning. 
The President had a decision to make 
after the Republican losses in Novem-
ber of 2006. It was widely held that the 
reason Republicans lost in the midterm 
elections was because of Iraq policy. 
Secretary Rumsfeld resigned and the 
President had a choice. One of the 
choices would have been to adopt the 
strategy of withdrawing at a faster 
rate, the theory being to put pressure 
on the Iraqi military and government 
to perform better because they were 
not doing well because they were rely-
ing too much upon us. The other the-
ory was that the security environment 
is so out of control and so tenuous that 
you will never have military, political, 
or economic progress until you get bet-
ter control over security. 

Well, the surge argument, advocated 
primarily by Senators MCCAIN, 
LIEBERMAN, and others, won the day 
with the President. So it was clear that 
we needed to change strategy at the 
end of 2006, and we did. There is an on-
going debate about whether that was 
the correct choice. To evaluate fairly 
the testimony of Ambassador Crocker 
and General Petraeus, I think one has 
to look at what happened from Janu-
ary of 2007 up to today and planned out 
to July 2008. 

During that period of time, there was 
a surge of American combat forces into 

Iraq of 30,000 additional combat troops. 
The security argument prevailed over 
the withdrawal argument. The troops 
were deployed in a significantly dif-
ferent way. Not only were there more 
of the troops, which was a requirement, 
General Petraeus came up with a new 
strategy. He got the troops out into the 
communities, at security stations, 
where American soldiers served with 
Iraqi soldiers and policemen within the 
community. That built a sense of con-
fidence we had not seen before. At the 
end of 2006, something very startling 
happened in Anbar Province. Sheik 
Sattar, one of the young sheiks in the 
Anbar Sunni region, after part of his 
family was murdered by al-Qaida, came 
to an American colonel and said: We 
have had it, we want to fight with you. 
We want these guys out of Anbar. We 
don’t want to be dominated by al-Qaida 
in Iraq. The commander seized the mo-
ment and put a couple of tanks around 
the guy’s house. From that action by 
the colonel and the addition of combat 
forces, Anbar Province is a completely 
different place. 

If you ask me what is the most suc-
cessful event of all within the surge pe-
riod of time, I would argue it is the up-
rising in Anbar Province by Iraqi 
Sunni Arabs against the al-Qaida pres-
ence in Anbar. They have rejected the 
al-Qaida agenda and joined forces with 
the coalition forces, American forces, 
and we have literally delivered a pun-
ishing blow to al-Qaida in Anbar Prov-
ince—to the point now that Ramadi 
and Fallujah are some of the safest 
places in all of Iraq. 

So for the American public to grasp 
what is going on here, I think you have 
to understand this one fact. When Arab 
Muslim people say no to al-Qaida and 
we will fight bin Laden, his agents, and 
sympathizers, that is a good day for 
America. That is what the war is going 
to be about conventionally, in terms of 
how we win. If the people in the Mid-
east turn on al-Qaida and they say no 
and shoulder the burden of fighting and 
create a community in place of al- 
Qaida’s agenda that is more tolerant, 
more open, that will allow the Shia and 
the Kurds to live in peace; that will not 
try to pass on the al-Qaida philosophy 
and agenda to everybody surrounding 
the region. So this is incredibly good 
news from the surge, with the in-
creased combat capability and the 
overplaying of al-Qaida’s hand in 
Anbar; they were incredibly vicious to 
the people. 

I have been to Iraq 11 times, and the 
stories that come out of Anbar Prov-
ince while al-Qaida dominated the re-
gion are heart-breaking and bone- 
chilling. Now we have, in April of 2008, 
a completely changed Anbar Province, 
where we have over 90,000 Iraqis, called 
the ‘‘Sons of Iraq,’’ patrolling their 
communities at night and during the 
day to make sure al-Qaida doesn’t 
come back. 
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Iraq is a changed place in many 

ways. If you had to list the winners and 
losers of the surge, I argue that the 
biggest loser of all is the al-Qaida pres-
ence in Iraq. Any time al-Qaida is los-
ing, we are winning. What has hap-
pened in that period of time? The eco-
nomic progress in Iraq is real and is 
fundamentally different than it was be-
fore the surge. The reason I think we 
have had economic progress in Iraq is 
because, with better security, you can 
engage in commerce. It is hard to run 
an economy when you are afraid to go 
to work. It is hard to build a society 
when your children cannot go to 
school. The GDP growth in Iraq is 
about 7 percent, and inflation before 
the surge was at 66 percent. Now it is 
close to 12 percent, and dropping. The 
oil production is up by 50 percent. Elec-
tricity demand is up by 25 percent. 

We have economic progress in Iraq 
that is showing signs of a vibrant coun-
try moving toward normalcy. We had a 
budget path in Baghdad by the Iraqi 
Parliament, where Sunni, Shia, and 
Kurds took the $48 billion of revenue 
that the central government has under 
their authority and shared it with each 
province and each and every group 
within Iraq. What does that mean? I 
think most political leaders in Amer-
ica would tell you that money is polit-
ical power. In our minority status as 
Republicans, the Democratic majority 
gives us an allocation to run our staffs 
and participate in committee activity. 
We share the resources of running the 
Senate. We sit down and say the Re-
publicans get this and the Democrats 
get that. That is a recognition that we 
may disagree with, but we all have a 
vibrant role and we need the resources. 
The fact that the Shia, Sunni, and 
Kurds were able to come together and 
allocate resources owned by the coun-
try as a whole to each and every group 
is a major step forward. It would not 
have happened a year and a half ago. It 
is a buy-in by every group that Iraq is 
a separate country with a common 
identity. When you can get all three 
groups giving the resources of the 
country to each other, that is a buy-in 
to win Iraq. 

There is more than that. An amnesty 
law was passed about 90 days ago. That 
means there are thousands of people in 
jail in Iraq—mostly Sunnis—who were 
captured in part of the surge and some 
before—that were taking up arms 
against the central government. These 
Sunnis in jail didn’t want to partici-
pate in democracy. They ran the show 
under Saddam Hussein. Even though 
they were a minority in Iraq when Sad-
dam was in power, they ran the show. 
They had an uprising, using violence to 
get their way, to topple the govern-
ment. They landed in jail. One thing 
history will tell you and teach you, if 
you follow it closely, is that there will 
never be a reconciliation of a country 
that is divided ethnically or politically 

until there is a level of forgiveness. 
Reconciliation is a word, and it means 
nothing without action. The amnesty 
law was passed by the Shia, Kurds, and 
Sunnis, and it gave the people in jail 
who were captured as part of the Sunni 
insurgency a chance to be released and 
to start over again. There have been 
24,000 applications to be released from 
jail under the amnesty law and 17,000, I 
have been told, have been granted. 

That is a statement by the Shia and 
the Kurds who were on the receiving 
end of the violence to the people in 
jail, saying: Go back home. Let’s start 
over as a new country. That, to me, is 
an act of forgiveness that is a pre-
condition to reconciliation, and it 
would not have happened if there had 
not been a surge in the reduction of 
sectarian violence. 

I see my good friend from Arizona. 
Mr. KYL. I wonder if I might inter-

rupt the Senator to ask a couple of 
questions. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Please. 
Mr. KYL. I think the Senator from 

South Carolina makes an exceedingly 
important point here, and that is that 
our theory, which was that the Muslim 
world itself had to reject this virulent, 
militant Islamist approach, which is 
manifested in the terrorism of al- 
Qaida; that until the Muslim world 
itself turned on those militants, those 
terrorists, it would be difficult for the 
West itself to actually defeat ter-
rorism. It could pose a defensive pos-
ture, but it would not be defeated. 
What the Senator from South Carolina 
has said is what we are now seeing, as 
a result of the American support for 
the Iraqi people: A, a unification of the 
Iraqi people and, B, importantly, a re-
jection of this militant Islamist ter-
rorism to the point that they are now 
joining in the fight and have something 
invested in that in terms of their coun-
try. 

The question I want to ask has to do 
with how all of this relates to Amer-
ican security. Yesterday, Senator WAR-
NER asked both General Petraeus and 
Ambassador Crocker whether, as a re-
sult of the success of the surge—and a 
key point that the Senator from South 
Carolina made, that now the Iraqi Mus-
lim population was itself fighting to 
excise this cancer from the region— 
whether this fact does translate into 
America being safer. I wonder if the 
Senator could comment on both Gen-
eral Petraeus’s response to that and 
Ambassador Crocker’s response, and 
the Senator’s own extensive experience 
and what his comments on that would 
be. 

Mr. GRAHAM. I asked General 
Petraeus that very question. He said 
that anytime Muslims would take up 
arms against al-Qaida, it is marching 
toward the solution America has been 
seeking. I think General Petraeus, my-
self, and Senators KYL and LIEBERMAN 
understand this war is not just about 

killing terrorists; this is about sup-
porting moderation where you can find 
it, isolating the elements within the 
region. 

If you had to put a list of extreme 
elements together, al-Qaida would be 
at the top. To those men and women 
who have participated in the surge and 
stood by the Anbar Iraqis who turned 
on al-Qaida, I think you have made our 
country safer. To the Iraqis who took 
up arms against al-Qaida, I think you 
have made Iraq safer and the world 
safer. 

Mr. President, my question back to 
the Senator from Arizona, if I may, is, 
from his understanding of what was 
said yesterday, what can the Congress 
do, rather than criticize, what con-
structively can we do as a body to sup-
port those in harm’s way and make 
sure we leave Iraq with a successful 
outcome? 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, that is an 
extremely important question because 
there is a lot of rhetoric about this 
war. The question is, What is the ac-
tion line here, what can Congress do? 
Actually, it is a question of what Con-
gress must do. 

As I understand it, looking at Gen-
eral Petraeus’s testimony, he was very 
adamant that Congress needed to pass 
the supplemental appropriations bill 
that will actually fund the troops in 
the field. This money was requested 
over a year ago. It represents a little 
over $100 billion. 

According to his testimony, it is crit-
ical not only to the military needs but 
also he importantly talked about the 
Commander’s Emergency Response 
Program, the State Department’s 
Quick Response Fund, and the USAID 
programs. 

The Senator from South Carolina 
was talking a moment ago about this 
two-part process, not only the political 
reconciliation but the economic recon-
struction of the country. 

General Petraeus himself, who clear-
ly wants to get the troops funded, 
noted the interrelationship of the fund-
ing to help reconstruct the country, as 
well as to support the troops. 

We are very soon going to be in a sit-
uation, according to Secretary Gates, 
where the Armed Forces are going to 
have to allow money to be borrowed 
from their regular operational ac-
counts to fund the operations in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. He said the results of 
that would be a slowdown in training 
and equipping Iraqi forces, the halting 
of military operations and pay of de-
fense personnel, and losing the ability 
to replace lost and damaged equipment 
by ongoing operations and, finally, 
that some operations simply would not 
be started because they will not know 
in advance that the funding will be 
there to complete the operation, some-
thing with which I am sure no oper-
ational commander in the field would 
want to live. 
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My understanding of his testimony is 

he very strongly urged the Congress to 
quickly pass the supplemental appro-
priations bill so the troops in the field 
can be funded and do the mission, after 
all, we have sent them to do. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I see 
our colleague, Senator LIEBERMAN, is 
on the floor. If I may, I wish to direct 
a question his way. 

One of the themes of the testimony 
from General Petraeus is that after the 
surge has progressed to this stage, the 
biggest threat to Iraqi stability is no 
longer al-Qaida or sectarian violence 
but special groups trained by the Ira-
nian Government sent back into Iraq 
to destabilize this effort of moderation. 

Mr. President, can Senator 
LIEBERMAN tell us his take on Iran’s in-
volvement and where he thinks we 
need to go as a nation? 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
thank my friend from South Carolina 
and also my friend from Arizona. 

This is a very important question, 
and I thought it was a very compelling 
part of the testimony offered both by 
General Petraeus and Ambassador 
Crocker yesterday. If I may approach 
this by going back to the colloquy be-
tween my two friends earlier, they put 
their finger on a very important point. 
Let me go even a little further back. 

After 9/11/01, after we were attacked, 
one of the insights we had was there is 
a violent civil war, both theological 
and political, going on within the Mus-
lim world between a small group of fa-
natics, violent jihadists and the rest of 
the Muslim world who are pretty much 
like the rest of all of us. They want to 
live better, freer, more opportunity- 
filled lives for themselves and their 
children. 

We went into Iraq to overthrow Sad-
dam Hussein. We are there now to es-
sentially help the Iraqis—and remem-
ber, Iraq is not just another country. It 
is one of the historic centers of the 
Arab world—to help this great country 
and its leaders and people to take hold 
of their own destiny and, in doing so, 
reject the extremists, the jihadists, the 
suicide bombers, and create for the 
Muslim world a different path to the 
future than the extremism and suicidal 
death and hatred and primitivism that 
al-Qaida, the current leadership of 
Iran, and others of that sort present to 
them. 

Part of what the testimony yester-
day, I think, from Ambassador Crocker 
and General Petraeus said is that 
thanks to the backing of the United 
States through the surge, the Iraqis 
are taking control of their destiny. 

As my colleagues pointed out, the 
moderates are winning. They have al- 
Qaida on the run out of Al Anbar Prov-
ince. The businesses are reopening. The 
children are going back to school. They 
have hopes of a better future. 

One of our colleagues on the Armed 
Services Committee said to General 

Petraeus: What is going on here? I 
thought we were in Iraq to fight al- 
Qaida. Now you are telling me we pret-
ty much have beaten al-Qaida, we have 
them on the run, and now you are tell-
ing us we are there to fight Iran. 

That question missed the point, the 
point my colleagues have made in their 
colloquy. The point is, we are there for 
an affirmative reason. We are there to 
help the Iraqis establish a self-gov-
erning, self-defending moderate coun-
try, an antiterrorist country. We do 
have al-Qaida on the run, but as the 
two witnesses made clear yesterday, 
Iran is not on the run. In fact, Iran is 
an expansionist, fanatic power not only 
working through these special groups 
in Iraq but through Hezbollah in Leb-
anon and through Hamas in the Pales-
tinian areas. They were tremendous 
statements yesterday, very strong. 

Ambassador Crocker: 
Iran continues to undermine the efforts of 

the Iraqi Government to establish a stable, 
secure state. 

This takes me—and then I will yield 
back to my colleagues—to what seemed 
to be the frustration of some of our col-
leagues on the committee yesterday. 
They were trying to get General 
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker to 
tell us again: We are going to get all 
our troops or most of our troops out by 
X date. Fortunately, General Petraeus 
and Ambassador Crocker are not ac-
countable to political calculus. They 
have been given the responsibility for 
this mission. They have American lives 
on the line. They have lost American 
lives. 

The answer General Petraeus gave us 
is clearly the right one: I wish I could 
tell you how many brigades more I can 
pull out after July, but I can’t until I 
see what conditions on the ground are. 
Maybe I can bring out some more, but 
maybe I can’t. If I do it prematurely, 
we will run the risk of chaos and a loss 
of all we have gained in Iraq; frankly, 
a disrespect of the lives of Americans 
who have been lost there. Their fami-
lies and loved ones always tell us: 
Don’t let them to have died in vain. 
The No. 1 winner, if we pull out pre-
maturely, would be Iran. They are all 
over Iraq. They have their hands in 
just about everything. 

If we leave and chaos ensues, as Am-
bassador Crocker said yesterday: 

Iran has said publicly it will fill any vacu-
um in Iraq, and extremist Shi’a militias 
would reassert themselves. 

We cannot let that happen. I thank 
my colleague. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I think 
our time expires in the next 5 minutes. 
I will quickly wrap up my thoughts and 
ask my colleagues to comment. 

People want to know when we are 
going to come home. Trust me, if you 
have been to Iraq at all, if you spent 
any time with our men and women in 
uniform, you want them to be with 
their families and out of harm’s way in 
the most desperate way. 

The point I want people to remember 
is these are all volunteers. Some have 
been there two, three, four times. They 
make one simple request to me as a 
Senator: Take care of us, but support 
us so we can win. The reason they go 
back time and time again is they un-
derstand the consequences to our Na-
tion if we lose. 

So if you want to take stress off the 
military—and don’t we all—the best 
stress we can take off our military is 
the stress of not knowing if they are 
going to be allowed to win. 

I hope colleagues in this body will re-
spect General Petraeus’s reasoned 
opinion and give him some deference 
because I think he has produced results 
that will go down in history as one of 
the most successful military counter-
insurgency operations anywhere on the 
planet and give a little deference and 
respect to Ambassador Crocker, who 
has put together political progress 
under the most difficult circumstances, 
where the Iraqis are seeing each other 
now not as enemies but as partners in 
an endeavor to create a better life for 
themselves, to live at peace with their 
neighbors, and to make the whole 
world safer against extremism. 

When we come home is not the ques-
tion for the ages. It may be for your 
next election and it may be about your 
political future; that may be the way 
you are looking at it or it may be 
about the Republican Party’s political 
future. It is not that way for me, Sen-
ator MCCAIN, or I think anybody else, 
certainly not for Senator LIEBERMAN. 

The question for me, the question for 
our Nation, and the world over time is, 
What did we leave behind? I am more 
confident than ever that we can leave 
behind, in the heart of the Mideast, in 
the center of the Arab world, a group of 
people called Iraqis, who will be our 
friends for a long time to come, will 
contain Iranian expansionism, and will 
continue to be al-Qaida’s worst night-
mare. That day is coming. The only 
way we can lose now is for Congress to 
undercut it. 

To Senator KYL, how important is it 
for the Congress to pass a supplemental 
without strings attached? 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I say to my 
colleague there are going to be efforts 
apparently to hold this war funding 
hostage to other funding requests. For 
example, one of our colleagues said we 
are going to look at the supplemental 
not only for the $190 billion for the 
war—by the way, that figure is incor-
rect; it is $102 billion—but also what we 
can do on this bill for summer jobs pro-
grams. 

I submit it is important to fund the 
troops because we have sent them on a 
mission. They volunteered, and they 
deserve our support. We should not 
threaten to withhold that support un-
less there is also funding for other pro-
grams that have a far lower priority 
than the security of our troops and the 
security of the United States. 
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I will also add one other point. In 

reading from what General Petraeus 
said yesterday and focusing right down 
on the American people, it is clearly in 
our national interest, he said, to help 
Iraq prevent the resurgence of al-Qaida 
in the heart of the Arab world. Both he 
and Ambassador Crocker said it is 
worth it to the United States that the 
success there is making us safer here 
at home. That is what it all gets back 
to, when folks say we need to have sup-
plemental funding on other programs. 
This is making us safer at home. 

I will conclude. I want my colleague 
from Connecticut to comment for a 
moment, and the Senator from Ten-
nessee also wanted a couple minutes at 
the end of our time. I assured him we 
would have a of couple minutes. We 
may have to ask for an extra minute or 
so. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
thank my friend. Briefly, I recount a 
conversation with a friend of mine this 
morning. He said, watching the hear-
ings yesterday, that he thought those 
who have been critical of our effort in 
Iraq seemed quite restrained yesterday. 
I said they were, and I think it is be-
cause the record General Petraeus and 
Ambassador Crocker were giving us 
was one of remarkable progress mili-
tarily, politically, and economically. It 
was hard to criticize, so the criticisms 
were kind of around the side: Why 
can’t you tell us when we will get out 
exactly? Why didn’t President Maliki 
consult more before he went south? 

What I wish is that our colleagues 
had accepted the facts General 
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker gave 
us of the extraordinary progress in 
Iraq, which is very critical to our secu-
rity because it creates a victory for the 
moderates, the good guys in the civil 
war within the Islamic world, and it 
protects our security in that sense be-
cause, remember, it is the fanatics who 
killed 3,000 of us on 9/11. 

Let’s hope for another day when 
there will be an agreement on the 
facts, and maybe we can get together 
to figure out how we can accelerate 
progress in Iraq so what all of us want 
can happen, which is we bring as many 
of our troops home as quickly as pos-
sible, with honor and after success. 
What can Congress do? I would say two 
things, after listening yesterday. One 
is to pass a supplemental. The second 
is to stay out of the way and not force 
our military and diplomatic leaders to 
snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. 
Don’t impose deadlines. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator’s time has expired. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Senator ALEX-
ANDER be recognized for 3 minutes to 
celebrate a big event for the State of 
Tennessee. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, the Senator 
from Tennessee is recognized. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LADY 
VOLS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from South Carolina 
for his courtesy, and the Senator from 
Arizona as well, and I note the pres-
ence on the floor of the Senator from 
Illinois and the Senator from Con-
necticut as well. 

I am sure a great many of the men 
and women of our Armed Forces, over 
the last few days, have been watching 
basketball when they could, and yes-
terday I expressed my pride in the Uni-
versity of Memphis Tigers, how they 
got to the finals of the NCAA Men’s Di-
vision in basketball only to be defeated 
by a very good Kansas team. Well, 
today I have even better news. Last 
night, the University of Tennessee 
Lady Vols won their eighth NCAA 
women’s basketball championship. 
They defeated an extraordinarily good 
Stanford team. 

The Tennessee team has very good 
players. The Senator from Illinois, Mr. 
DURBIN, and I talked earlier this morn-
ing about Candace Parker from Illi-
nois, from his home State. She may 
very well be the best woman college 
basketball player already. She is likely 
to be the first in the draft today of the 
WNBA, and this is her last year. She 
has graduated and has played 3 years. 

There were four seniors who played. 
But even though there were extraor-
dinary players, this one has to be about 
the coach as well. Pat Summitt has 
won national championships so often, 
she has made it look easy. She won last 
year as well as this year. She has won 
back-to-back championships before. 
She has won 983 games. This has been 
remarkably difficult. In her 34 years, 
she has dominated women’s basketball. 
She has defined it. But she has also 
helped it with her spaghetti suppers for 
visiting players, with her encouraging 
other coaches, with her patience with 
the news media. She has shown her 
willingness to change, visiting with 
Phil Jackson about what offense to put 
in; to react to disappointment, playing 
with her superstar, the young woman 
from Illinois, Candace Parker, who was 
playing her last two games with a dis-
located shoulder. 

What I like best about the Lady Vols 
is not their winning streak over the 
years, it is the example they set. When 
I was president of the University of 
Tennessee, which was 15 or so years 
ago, I would proudly tell everyone that 
Pat Summitt and her teams have not 
only won championships, but their 
players graduated. It was true then and 
I believe it is true today that every sin-
gle young woman who has played bas-
ketball for Pat Summitt for 4 years has 
graduated from the University of Ten-
nessee. Pat Summitt not only requires 
them to go to class, she says: You go to 
class and you sit in the front row. I 
want the professors to know you are 
there. 

Just a glimpse of Coach Summitt and 
her young players on national tele-
vision is the best possible advertise-
ment for the University of Tennessee 
that I can imagine. If Pat Summitt 
were the conductor of a symphony, one 
would say she has mastered the cre-
scendo because she always plays the 
toughest schedule, but somehow she 
has learned as a coach to get the most 
out of her team, to have them playing 
the best as they get to the NCAA tour-
nament, as they get to the Final Four, 
and as they get to the championship 
game, as they have so often. 

So congratulations to the players, 
Parker and Hornbuckle, Bobbitt and 
Anosike and Auguste—those are the 
young women who played their last 
game last night. But special congratu-
lations to Pat Summitt, whose remark-
able career reminds us of what a mirror 
of the best of our society can look like. 

I thank the President. 
Mr. DURBIN. Will the Senator yield 

for a question? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Of course. 
Mr. DURBIN. I wish to address a 

question through the Chair, although 
it is more a comment. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The assistant majority leader is 
recognized. 

Mr. DURBIN. And I would like to 
join with the Senator from Tennessee. 
We did speak this morning about that 
great game last night, and great praise 
to Stanford for yielding a wonderful 
squad and great players, too, and mak-
ing it all the way to the finals. But a 
special praise to Pat Summitt and the 
Lady Vols from Tennessee. We had a 
special interest in the team because of 
Candace Parker. She is an extraor-
dinary young woman, and watching her 
play with that physical challenge of 
her dislocated shoulder was an indica-
tion not only of her skill but of her 
courage. 

When one of the players on the Ten-
nessee team was injured toward the 
end of the game, you could sense the 
team feeling. There were tears running 
down the cheeks of fellow players. 
There was the sense of such a close- 
knit unit. That says a lot about them 
and an awful lot about their coach. 

When we get into debates here on the 
floor of the Senate about title IX and 
women’s athletics, I hope we can invite 
someone like Pat Summitt, someone 
like Candace Parker, and others to 
come and tell us what a transformative 
experience it has been for them to par-
ticipate at this level of sport and to 
really achieve so much, not only on the 
court but in their lives, and I salute 
the Lady Vols. 

I congratulate the Senator. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I thank the Sen-

ator from Illinois for his friendship, 
and we both admire a great coach and 
a great team and a great performance, 
which we saw last night. 

I thank the Chair. 
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