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I will also add one other point. In 

reading from what General Petraeus 
said yesterday and focusing right down 
on the American people, it is clearly in 
our national interest, he said, to help 
Iraq prevent the resurgence of al-Qaida 
in the heart of the Arab world. Both he 
and Ambassador Crocker said it is 
worth it to the United States that the 
success there is making us safer here 
at home. That is what it all gets back 
to, when folks say we need to have sup-
plemental funding on other programs. 
This is making us safer at home. 

I will conclude. I want my colleague 
from Connecticut to comment for a 
moment, and the Senator from Ten-
nessee also wanted a couple minutes at 
the end of our time. I assured him we 
would have a of couple minutes. We 
may have to ask for an extra minute or 
so. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I 
thank my friend. Briefly, I recount a 
conversation with a friend of mine this 
morning. He said, watching the hear-
ings yesterday, that he thought those 
who have been critical of our effort in 
Iraq seemed quite restrained yesterday. 
I said they were, and I think it is be-
cause the record General Petraeus and 
Ambassador Crocker were giving us 
was one of remarkable progress mili-
tarily, politically, and economically. It 
was hard to criticize, so the criticisms 
were kind of around the side: Why 
can’t you tell us when we will get out 
exactly? Why didn’t President Maliki 
consult more before he went south? 

What I wish is that our colleagues 
had accepted the facts General 
Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker gave 
us of the extraordinary progress in 
Iraq, which is very critical to our secu-
rity because it creates a victory for the 
moderates, the good guys in the civil 
war within the Islamic world, and it 
protects our security in that sense be-
cause, remember, it is the fanatics who 
killed 3,000 of us on 9/11. 

Let’s hope for another day when 
there will be an agreement on the 
facts, and maybe we can get together 
to figure out how we can accelerate 
progress in Iraq so what all of us want 
can happen, which is we bring as many 
of our troops home as quickly as pos-
sible, with honor and after success. 
What can Congress do? I would say two 
things, after listening yesterday. One 
is to pass a supplemental. The second 
is to stay out of the way and not force 
our military and diplomatic leaders to 
snatch defeat from the jaws of victory. 
Don’t impose deadlines. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator’s time has expired. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Senator ALEX-
ANDER be recognized for 3 minutes to 
celebrate a big event for the State of 
Tennessee. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, the Senator 
from Tennessee is recognized. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LADY 
VOLS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator from South Carolina 
for his courtesy, and the Senator from 
Arizona as well, and I note the pres-
ence on the floor of the Senator from 
Illinois and the Senator from Con-
necticut as well. 

I am sure a great many of the men 
and women of our Armed Forces, over 
the last few days, have been watching 
basketball when they could, and yes-
terday I expressed my pride in the Uni-
versity of Memphis Tigers, how they 
got to the finals of the NCAA Men’s Di-
vision in basketball only to be defeated 
by a very good Kansas team. Well, 
today I have even better news. Last 
night, the University of Tennessee 
Lady Vols won their eighth NCAA 
women’s basketball championship. 
They defeated an extraordinarily good 
Stanford team. 

The Tennessee team has very good 
players. The Senator from Illinois, Mr. 
DURBIN, and I talked earlier this morn-
ing about Candace Parker from Illi-
nois, from his home State. She may 
very well be the best woman college 
basketball player already. She is likely 
to be the first in the draft today of the 
WNBA, and this is her last year. She 
has graduated and has played 3 years. 

There were four seniors who played. 
But even though there were extraor-
dinary players, this one has to be about 
the coach as well. Pat Summitt has 
won national championships so often, 
she has made it look easy. She won last 
year as well as this year. She has won 
back-to-back championships before. 
She has won 983 games. This has been 
remarkably difficult. In her 34 years, 
she has dominated women’s basketball. 
She has defined it. But she has also 
helped it with her spaghetti suppers for 
visiting players, with her encouraging 
other coaches, with her patience with 
the news media. She has shown her 
willingness to change, visiting with 
Phil Jackson about what offense to put 
in; to react to disappointment, playing 
with her superstar, the young woman 
from Illinois, Candace Parker, who was 
playing her last two games with a dis-
located shoulder. 

What I like best about the Lady Vols 
is not their winning streak over the 
years, it is the example they set. When 
I was president of the University of 
Tennessee, which was 15 or so years 
ago, I would proudly tell everyone that 
Pat Summitt and her teams have not 
only won championships, but their 
players graduated. It was true then and 
I believe it is true today that every sin-
gle young woman who has played bas-
ketball for Pat Summitt for 4 years has 
graduated from the University of Ten-
nessee. Pat Summitt not only requires 
them to go to class, she says: You go to 
class and you sit in the front row. I 
want the professors to know you are 
there. 

Just a glimpse of Coach Summitt and 
her young players on national tele-
vision is the best possible advertise-
ment for the University of Tennessee 
that I can imagine. If Pat Summitt 
were the conductor of a symphony, one 
would say she has mastered the cre-
scendo because she always plays the 
toughest schedule, but somehow she 
has learned as a coach to get the most 
out of her team, to have them playing 
the best as they get to the NCAA tour-
nament, as they get to the Final Four, 
and as they get to the championship 
game, as they have so often. 

So congratulations to the players, 
Parker and Hornbuckle, Bobbitt and 
Anosike and Auguste—those are the 
young women who played their last 
game last night. But special congratu-
lations to Pat Summitt, whose remark-
able career reminds us of what a mirror 
of the best of our society can look like. 

I thank the President. 
Mr. DURBIN. Will the Senator yield 

for a question? 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Of course. 
Mr. DURBIN. I wish to address a 

question through the Chair, although 
it is more a comment. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The assistant majority leader is 
recognized. 

Mr. DURBIN. And I would like to 
join with the Senator from Tennessee. 
We did speak this morning about that 
great game last night, and great praise 
to Stanford for yielding a wonderful 
squad and great players, too, and mak-
ing it all the way to the finals. But a 
special praise to Pat Summitt and the 
Lady Vols from Tennessee. We had a 
special interest in the team because of 
Candace Parker. She is an extraor-
dinary young woman, and watching her 
play with that physical challenge of 
her dislocated shoulder was an indica-
tion not only of her skill but of her 
courage. 

When one of the players on the Ten-
nessee team was injured toward the 
end of the game, you could sense the 
team feeling. There were tears running 
down the cheeks of fellow players. 
There was the sense of such a close- 
knit unit. That says a lot about them 
and an awful lot about their coach. 

When we get into debates here on the 
floor of the Senate about title IX and 
women’s athletics, I hope we can invite 
someone like Pat Summitt, someone 
like Candace Parker, and others to 
come and tell us what a transformative 
experience it has been for them to par-
ticipate at this level of sport and to 
really achieve so much, not only on the 
court but in their lives, and I salute 
the Lady Vols. 

I congratulate the Senator. 
Mr. ALEXANDER. I thank the Sen-

ator from Illinois for his friendship, 
and we both admire a great coach and 
a great team and a great performance, 
which we saw last night. 

I thank the Chair. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:20 Oct 26, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\S09AP8.000 S09AP8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 4 5459 April 9, 2008 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The assistant majority leader is 
recognized. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is my 
understanding the majority now has 30 
minutes in morning business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct. 

f 

IRAQ 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the 

country is consumed with the appear-
ance this week of General Petraeus and 
Ambassador Crocker from Iraq. This is 
our annual report. Companies make an-
nual reports. People like Warren 
Buffett call in to Omaha, NE, to share-
holders of Berkshire Hathaway to talk 
about the state of his corporation and 
what the prospects are of the future. It 
has become an annual occurrence here 
on Capitol Hill that the two leaders 
from the diplomatic and military side 
come and make their report to Con-
gress. 

This is indeed the beginning of the 
sixth year of this war. This war in Iraq 
has lasted longer than World War II. 
By the end of this summer, it will have 
lasted longer than World War I and 
World War II combined. We have lost 
over 4,000 of our best and bravest, our 
men and women in uniform who have 
given their lives in this conflict—30,000 
injured. Many with permanent injuries 
have returned from this battlefield. 

Our military has been stretched to 
the absolute limit. There is no doubt in 
my mind that the U.S. military is the 
best in the world. You only have to 
meet them, you only have to under-
stand the challenges they have faced 
and the success they have shown to 
know that. But it troubles me that in 
the midst of this debate about how 
long we can stay in Iraq, we are actu-
ally saying: How long can our military 
stay in Iraq with the support of the 
American people? 

An honest appraisal of the American 
military today, in the sixth year of 
this war, will tell you they have paid a 
heavy price beyond the deaths and in-
juries. There is a serious challenge fac-
ing our military. The leaders—General 
Cody, who testified just a few weeks 
ago, and General McCaffrey—have told 
us that Iraq has pushed the U.S. Army 
to the breaking point. That is a sober-
ing appraisal by the military itself of 
what this war has done to our great 
military. 

Just the other day, the Army re-
ported increased stress, anxiety, and 
depression for 27 percent of soldiers re-
turning to Iraq for a third and fourth 
tour. Those of us who have been there 
to meet with soldiers, as I have on 
three different occasions, will tell you 
that these extraordinarily long deploy-
ments of our soldiers are virtually un-
precedented since World War II, and 
they have taken their toll. 

Our soldiers today are usually mar-
ried. In previous wars, they were not. 

So they go to battle remembering that 
they have left behind spouses and chil-
dren. On a daily basis, they are in con-
tact by e-mail. They know if the car 
doesn’t start. They know when the 
baby has to go to the doctor. They 
know when there is a problem paying 
the bills. They know it in real time. 

In addition to the stress of being in 
battle and in combat, they have the 
added stress of separation from their 
families and the knowledge that for 
many of them it will be 15 months in 
deployment before they can come 
home. 

A lieutenant colonel from Georgia, a 
career man, said to me as I left: Sen-
ator, we have to do something about 
these deployments. They are just en-
tirely too long. And the period between 
deployments isn’t long enough. He 
talked about leaving Georgia with his 
daughter in the fifth grade and return-
ing after his deployment to find her in 
the seventh grade. He missed a year of 
her life. 

He also talked about the fact that 
bringing these troops home for a year 
or sometimes even less before they are 
sent away again doesn’t give them 
time to rest, to reunite with their fam-
ilies, to be reequipped, retrained, and 
to bring in new recruits and integrate 
them into the unit. We turn them 
around so quickly because this admin-
istration, and those who support it, 
look beyond the obvious, take for 
granted that the military will be there 
time and time again, and pursue a for-
eign policy which, sadly, has been a 
misguided policy from the start. 

I will recall that evening as long as I 
serve in this body, in October of 2002, 
when we cast that fateful vote to give 
President George W. Bush the author-
ity to invade Iraq, an authority which 
he used. It was a historic night and a 
sad night for many of us. Twenty-three 
Senators, 1 Republican and 22 Demo-
crats, voted against the authorization 
to invade Iraq. I recall that evening be-
lieving that this President was poised 
and prepared and ready to go into Iraq. 
He had misled through statements—in-
accurate statements. The American 
people were misled about the cir-
cumstance involving that invasion. 

Do you recall the fear we had? We 
were told about weapons of mass de-
struction—biological, chemical weap-
ons, nuclear weapons. We were told 
Saddam Hussein was somehow linked 
to the terrible tragedy of 9/11. We were 
told his continued presence in the Mid-
dle East made it more dangerous for 
Israel, for many of our closest friends 
and allies. We were told he was devel-
oping predator aircraft that could be 
sent in remote ways to drop these 
weapons of mass destruction all around 
the Middle East, if not beyond. 

Virtually every one of those state-
ments made by this administration 
prior to the invasion of Iraq was wrong, 
inaccurate, and was proven to have 

been false. America was misled into 
this war. 

That does not diminish in any way 
the bravery and courage and deter-
mination of our troops, but it says that 
the policymakers, many of whom are 
finally going to leave the scene in a few 
months, have to accept the verdict of 
history that they were wrong. They 
were wrong to lead us into this war, 
and the price we have paid has been a 
heavy price for that deception and that 
mistake. 

They come now and tell us that even 
if we were wrong getting into this war, 
even if it lasted far longer than anyone 
anticipated, even if the cost of this war 
in human lives and actual dollars went 
dramatically beyond anyone’s expecta-
tion, we have to ‘‘stay the course.’’ We 
have to stay the course. How many 
times have we been told by these mili-
tary leaders and by the President that 
when the Iraqis are prepared to stand 
up with their own defense force, Amer-
ica’s troops can stand down? I have 
heard that until I am weary of it. 

Years ago, when I went to Iraq, I was 
greeted then by General Petraeus, who 
was not in charge but was part of the 
leadership there, and he took me off for 
a little exercise at the airfield to show 
me what the troops were doing—the 
Iraqi troops. I couldn’t tell you wheth-
er it demonstrated skill or not. I am 
not an expert in military deployment 
by any means. But a handful of Iraqi 
soldiers, whose faces were hooded so 
they couldn’t be identified by other 
Iraqis, went through the routine of a 
drill. I suppose it was undertaken to 
impress us. It didn’t. I thought to my-
self: I will believe the Iraqi military 
has really reached the point of profes-
sionalism when they start replacing 
American soldiers and American sol-
diers start coming home. 

Year after weary year, we have in-
vested millions and millions of dollars 
in the training of their soldiers and 
their police. Yet 140,000 of our soldiers 
are still rising this morning and every 
morning risking their lives for the peo-
ple of Iraq. 

I sometimes wonder if the Iraqi peo-
ple have really come to the basic con-
clusion as to whether they are a nation 
worth fighting for. I do not know the 
answer to that. When you hear what is 
going on in Iraq recently, where 1,000 
Iraqi soldiers turned and deserted in 
battle, it is not encouraging. It tells 
me that despite all the time, all the 
money, and all the bloodshed, this war 
continues unabated. 

I know now that many want to see 
this administration leave and hand 
over the quagmire of Iraq to the next 
President. That next President, who-
ever that person may be, will inherit 
two wars from this administration—in 
Iraq and Afghanistan—a recession, a 
situation where health care across 
America is in crisis, an energy chal-
lenge the likes of which we have never 
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