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our Nation’s most vulnerable popu-
lations, from losing the right to hold 
nursing homes accountable in court for 
negligent and abusive care. 

The process of admission to a long- 
term care facility is traumatic for the 
prospective resident and their family. 
Often these facilities are a last resort 
for families and residents, and many 
times these decisions are arrived at 
under desperate, and sometimes emer-
gency, circumstances. Even admission 
to an assisted-living facility by a rel-
atively healthy senior citizen is a 
stressful and emotional event. Adding 
to the difficulty, many families face 
limited options in nursing care when it 
comes to both geographic location and 
the level of care required for their 
loved one. 

During the admissions process, pro-
spective residents and their families 
have little choice other than to accept 
the terms of the admission agreement 
with no ability to negotiate. Many fa-
cilities now require residents, or their 
responsible family members, to sign 
contracts that include predispute man-
datory arbitration agreements. This 
means that any dispute between the 
resident and the facility will automati-
cally be subject to arbitration. In other 
words, by agreeing to the contract, and 
before a dispute ever arises, they are 
unwittingly signing away their con-
stitutional right to have their case 
heard by an impartial judge or jury. 

Unlike other uses of arbitration, ar-
bitration in the nursing home context 
is usually related to health care and 
often involves cases of abuse and ne-
glect that result in serious injuries or 
death. While civil court proceedings 
are generally open to the public, most 
arbitration requires that all parts of 
the process be kept confidential. As a 
result, long term care facilities are not 
held publicly accountable for their sub-
standard care. Even worse, this poten-
tially lifesaving information may be 
concealed from current and prospective 
residents, regulatory agencies, and the 
public. 

Another troubling aspect of arbitra-
tion clauses in nursing home admis-
sions agreements is that they are often 
buried in long contracts and presented 
on a take-it-or-leave-it basis, without 
any opportunity to negotiate. While 
some facilities may attempt to explain 
the meaning of the arbitration clause 
and make it seem voluntary, the focus 
of the admissions process is on the 
loved one in need of care and not on 
these technical legal aspects of the 
agreement. Family members of pro-
spective residents, whether or not they 
understand the arbitration provision, 
feel compelled to sign it in order to en-
sure that their loved one will be admit-
ted and that their care will not be com-
promised by their refusal. 

One of many tragic examples we have 
learned about is the case of Ella Need-
ham. After being hospitalized with a 

urinary tract infection, she was taken 
to a nursing home by her daughter. 
During the hasty admissions process, 
her daughter signed a mandatory arbi-
tration agreement. Both were unaware 
that they were signing away their con-
stitutional right to a jury trial. During 
Ella’s stay, the nursing home staff 
abused her, failed to adequately hy-
drate her, and did not adequately treat 
her illness. As a result of this neg-
ligence and abuse, Mrs. Needham died. 
When her daughter sued the home, she 
discovered that she was not allowed to 
go to court because of the arbitration 
agreement. After months of litigation 
challenging the agreement, the appeals 
court upheld the requirement to arbi-
trate. The daughter was forced to set-
tle her claims of abuse and neglect in 
arbitration. 

It is important to note that our bill 
does not preclude arbitration as an op-
tion for resolving disputes between 
nursing home residents and long term 
care facilities. The legislation simply 
says that families and prospective resi-
dents cannot be forced into arbitration 
through a nonnegotiable contract prior 
to the dispute. This will ensure that ar-
bitration is a voluntary forum to re-
solve these unique disputes that can 
have far reaching consequences. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important legislation. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 507—SUP-
PORTING THE MISSION AND 
GOALS OF NATIONAL CRIME VIC-
TIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK IN ORDER 
TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARE-
NESS OF THE RIGHTS, NEEDS, 
AND CONCERNS OF VICTIMS AND 
SURVIVORS OF CRIME IN THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. SCHUMER submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 507 

Whereas 23,000,000 Americans are victims 
of crime each year, and of those, 5,200,000 are 
victims of violent crime; 

Whereas a just society acknowledges 
crime’s impact on individuals, families, and 
communities by ensuring that rights, re-
sources, and services are available to help re-
build lives; 

Whereas victims’ rights are a critical com-
ponent of the promise of ‘‘justice for all’’, 
the foundation for our system of justice in 
the United States; 

Whereas although our Nation has steadily 
expanded rights, protections, and services for 
victims of crime, too many victims are still 
not able to realize the hope and promise of 
these gains; 

Whereas we must do better to ensure that 
services are available for underserved seg-
ments of our population, including crime 
victims with disabilities, victims with men-
tal illness, victims who are teenagers, vic-
tims who are elderly, victims in rural areas, 
and victims in communities of color; 

Whereas observing victims’ rights and 
treating victims with dignity and respect 
serves the public interest by engaging vic-
tims in the justice system, inspiring respect 
for public authorities, and promoting con-
fidence in public safety; 

Whereas the United States recognizes that 
we make our homes, neighborhoods, and 
communities safer and stronger by serving 
victims of crime and ensuring justice for all; 

Whereas our Nation must strive to protect, 
expand, and observe crime victims’ rights so 
that there truly is justice for victims and 
justice for all; and 

Whereas National Crime Victims’ Rights 
Week, April 13 through April 19, 2008, pro-
vides an opportunity for us to strive to reach 
the goal of justice for all by ensuring that all 
victims are afforded their legal rights and 
provided with assistance as they face the fi-
nancial, physical, and psychological impact 
of crime: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the mission and goals of Na-

tional Crime Victims’ Rights Week in order 
to increase public awareness of the impact of 
crime on victims and survivors of crime, and 
of the rights and needs of such victims and 
survivors; and 

(2) requests the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to the Office for Victims of Crime in the De-
partment of Justice. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 508—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY 
OF TENNESSEE WOMEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE 2008 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION DIVI-
SION I WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself and 
Mr. CORKER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 508 

Whereas, on April 8, 2008, before a crowd of 
over 21,000 fans, the University of Tennessee 
women’s basketball team (referred to in this 
preamble as the ‘‘Lady Vols’’) defeated the 
Cardinal of Stanford by a score of 64–48 to 
win the 2008 National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation Division I Women’s Basketball 
Championship; 

Whereas that victory marked the second 
national title for the Lady Vols in 2 years, 
and the 8th national title of the Lady Vols in 
the last 20 years; 

Whereas the University of Tennessee be-
came the first school to accomplish back-to- 
back national titles twice, having previously 
achieved that feat during its 3-peat from 1996 
through 1998; 

Whereas the Lady Vols were successful due 
to the leadership of Head Coach Pat 
Summitt, the Nation’s all-time winningest 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
basketball coach among men’s and women’s 
teams, with 983 wins over 34 seasons at the 
University of Tennessee; 

Whereas Joan Cronan, the Women’s Ath-
letics Director of the University of Ten-
nessee, has— 

(1) shown vision and leadership throughout 
her 25-year career at the University of Ten-
nessee; and 

(2) created 1 of the most visible and re-
spected athletic programs in the country; 

Whereas the Lady Vols compiled an im-
pressive overall record of 36 wins and 2 
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losses, avenging 1 of those losses against 
Stanford in the championship game; 

Whereas the Lady Vols were guided all sea-
son long by— 

(1) the leadership of the seniors on the 
team, including— 

(A) Nicky Anosike; 
(B) Alberta Auguste; 
(C) Shannon Bobbitt; and 
(D) Alexis Hornbuckle; and 

(2) the outstanding play of the 2008 
Naismith Trophy winner, Candace Parker; 

Whereas Candace Parker, while playing 
with an injured shoulder, tallied 17 points, 9 
rebounds, and 4 steals, and was selected as 
the Most Outstanding Player for the 2008 
tournament, becoming— 

(1) the 4th player in history to achieve that 
honor 2 years in a row; and 

(2) the 5th member of the University of 
Tennessee women’s basketball team to be so 
honored, following in the footsteps of— 

(A) Chamique Holdsclaw, who was hon-
ored in 1997 and 1998; 

(B) Michelle Marciniak, who was honored 
in 1996; 

(C) Bridgette Gordon, who was honored 
in 1989; and 

(D) Tonya Edwards, who was honored in 
1987; 

Whereas Shannon Bobbitt, who at only 5 
feet, 2 inches, is the shortest player ever to 
play on the University of Tennessee women’s 
basketball team, and whose 3 first half 3- 
pointers and transition defense helped estab-
lish an early lead, finished the game with 13 
points, and was named to the 2008 All-Tour-
nament Team; 

Whereas Nicky Anosike, who finished the 
game with 12 points, 8 rebounds, and a game- 
high 6 steals, was named to the 2008 All- 
Tournament Team; 

Whereas Alberta Auguste scored 7 points 
to go along with 7 rebounds; 

Whereas Alexis Hornbuckle, whose dogged 
defense helped hold the Stanford team to a 
season-low 48 points and a season-high 25 
turnovers, finished with 6 points and 3 as-
sists; 

Whereas freshman Vicki Baugh provided a 
nice boost off the bench with 8 points and 4 
rebounds; and 

Whereas Head Coach Pat Summitt’s Lady 
Vols set an example off the court as well, by 
continuing to sustain a remarkable gradua-
tion rate, with every student athlete who has 
completed her eligibility at the University of 
Tennessee graduating or working toward all 
of the requirements for graduation: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the University of Ten-

nessee women’s basketball team for— 
(A) being champions on and off the court; 

and 
(B) the victory of the team in the 2008 Na-

tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion I Women’s Basketball Championship 
(referred to in this resolution as the ‘‘NCAA 
women’s basketball championship’’); 

(2) recognizes the significant achievements 
of the players, coaches, students, alumni, 
and support staff whose dedication and hard 
work helped the University of Tennessee 
Lady Volunteers win the NCAA women’s bas-
ketball championship; and 

(3) respectfully requests the Secretary of 
the Senate to transmit for appropriate dis-
play an enrolled copy of this resolution to— 

(A) Dr. John D. Petersen, President of the 
University of Tennessee; 

(B) Joan Cronan, Women’s Athletics Direc-
tor of the University of Tennessee; and 

(C) Pat Summitt, Women’s Basketball 
Head Coach of the University of Tennessee. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 509—RECOG-
NIZING THE WEEK OF APRIL 7, 
2008 TO APRIL 13, 2008, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK’’ 
Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Ms. 

SNOWE, Mr. KERRY, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LEAHY, and 
Mr. NELSON of Florida) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 509 

Whereas the week of April 7th, 2008, is Na-
tional Public Health Week, and the theme is 
‘‘Climate Change: Our Health in the Bal-
ance’’; 

Whereas, since 1996, the American Public 
Health Association, through its sponsorship 
of National Public Health Week, has edu-
cated the public, policy-makers, and public 
health professionals about issues important 
to improving the public’s health; 

Whereas, according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), climate change is a sig-
nificant and emerging threat to public 
health and the WHO estimates that human- 
induced changes in the Earth’s climate lead 
to at least 5,000,000 cases of illness and more 
than 150,000 deaths each year; 

Whereas, according to the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), cli-
mate change contributes to the global bur-
den of disease, premature death, and other 
adverse health impacts due to extreme 
weather events and changes in infectious dis-
ease patterns, air quality, quality and quan-
tity of water and food, ecosystem changes, 
and economic impacts; 

Whereas, according to the IPCC, the 
United States will be challenged by in-
creased heat waves, air pollution, and forest 
fires during the course of the century, with 
potential risk for adverse health impacts, 
such as heat stress and increases in asthma, 
allergies, and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease; 

Whereas the Director of the United States 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
Dr. Julie Gerberding, testified in October 
2007 that, ‘‘Climate change is anticipated to 
have a broad range of impacts on the health 
of Americans and the nation’s public health 
infrastructure’’; 

Whereas, according to the World Health 
Organization, the negative public health im-
pacts of climate change will likely dis-
proportionately impact communities that 
are already vulnerable; 

Whereas these communities include devel-
oping countries, young children, the elderly, 
people with chronic illnesses or otherwise 
compromised health, people in underserved 
communities, communities of color, tradi-
tional societies, subsistence farmers, and 
coastal populations; 

Whereas it is estimated that more than 
900,000,000 people worldwide live in slum-like 
conditions and are particularly vulnerable to 
the possible health impacts of climate 
change due to a lack of access to health care, 
sanitation, and vulnerability to displace-
ment; 

Whereas future vulnerability to the health 
impacts of climate change will depend not 
only on the degree of climate change the 
Earth experiences, but also on development 
and adaptation measures; and 

Whereas the public health system will be a 
first-line responder to emergency conditions 
related to impacts of climate change and 
plays a key role in informing, educating, and 

empowering local communities: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes ‘‘National Public Health 

Week’’; 
(2) recognizes the efforts of public health 

professionals, first responders, States, mu-
nicipalities, and local communities to incor-
porate measures to adapt health care sys-
tems to address impacts of climate change; 

(3) recognizes the role of adaptation in pre-
venting impacts of climate change on vul-
nerable communities, the potential for im-
provement of health status and health eq-
uity through efforts to address climate 
change, and the need to include health policy 
in the development of climate responses; 

(4) encourages further research, inter-
disciplinary partnership, and collaboration 
between stakeholders to understand and 
monitor the health impacts of climate 
change, for preparedness activities and for 
improvement of health care infrastructure; 
and 

(5) encourages each and every American to 
learn about the impacts of climate change on 
health. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4518. Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
SHELBY) proposed an amendment to amend-
ment SA 4387 submitted by Mr. DODD (for 
himself and Mr. SHELBY) to the bill H.R. 3221, 
moving the United States toward greater en-
ergy independence and security, developing 
innovative new technologies, reducing car-
bon emissions, creating green jobs, pro-
tecting consumers, increasing clean renew-
able energy production, and modernizing our 
energy infrastructure, and to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide tax 
incentives for the production of renewable 
energy and energy conservation. 

SA 4519. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2739, to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Department of 
the Interior, the Forest Service, and the De-
partment of Energy, to implement further 
the Act approving the Covenant to Establish 
a Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands in Political Union with the United 
States of America, to amend the Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

SA 4520. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2739, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4521. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2739, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4522. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2739, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4518. Mr. DODD (for himself and 
Mr. SHELBY) proposed an amendment 
to amendment SA 4387 submitted by 
Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. SHELBY) 
to the bill H.R. 3221, moving the United 
States toward greater energy independ-
ence and security, developing innova-
tive new technologies, reducing carbon 
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