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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 

TRANSPORTATION 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 9, 2008, at 10 a.m. in room 406 
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building 
to hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘Legislative 
Hearing on S. 1870, the Clean Water 
Restoration Act of 2007.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 
9:30 a.m. to hold a hearing on sexual as-
sault in combat environments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 
3:15 p.m. to hold a nomination hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERAN’S AFFAIRS 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent for the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs to be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, to con-
duct an oversight hearing on Making 
the VA the Workplace of Choice for 
Health Care Providers. The committee 
will meet in room 418 of the Russell 
Senate Office Building, at 9:30 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
a objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 
2 p.m., in open session to receive testi-
mony on Air Force and Navy aviation 
programs in review of the Defense au-
thorization request for fiscal year 2009 
and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance Subcommittee on 
Health Care be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Covering Uninsured Children: The Im-
pact of the August 17 CHIP Directive.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks be au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate to conduct a hearing on 
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room SD–366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Bill Hutzel, a 
fellow in my office, be granted floor 
privileges for the duration of debate on 
H.R. 3221. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Ben Brown, a 
fellow in my office, be allowed the 
privilege of the floor for the remainder 
of the debate on the housing bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DESIGNATING APRIL 2008 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL 9–1-1 EDUCATION 
MONTH’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 629, S. Res. 468. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 468) designating April 

2008 as ‘‘National 9–1-1 Education Month.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 468) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 

S. RES. 468 

Whereas 9–1–1 is nationally recognized as 
the number to call in an emergency to re-
ceive immediate help from police, fire, emer-
gency medical services, or other appropriate 
emergency response entities; 

Whereas, in 1967, the President’s Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement and Administra-
tion of Justice recommended that a ‘‘single 
number should be established’’ nationwide 
for reporting emergency situations, and 
other Federal Government agencies and var-
ious governmental officials also supported 
and encouraged the recommendation; 

Whereas, in 1968, the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company (AT&T) announced 
that it would establish the digits 9–1–1 as the 
emergency code throughout the United 
States; 

Whereas 9–1–1 was designated by Congress 
as the national emergency call number under 
the Wireless Communications and Public 
Safety Act of 1999 (Public Law 106–81; 113 
Stat. 1286); 

Whereas section 102 of the ENHANCE 911 
Act of 2004 (47 U.S.C. 942 note) declared an 
enhanced 9–1–1 system to be ‘‘a high national 
priority’’ and part of ‘‘our Nation’s home-
land security and public safety’’; 

Whereas it is important that policy mak-
ers at all levels of government understand 
the importance of 9–1–1, how the system 
works today, and the steps that are needed 
to modernize the 9–1–1 system; 

Whereas the 9–1–1 system is the connection 
between the eyes and ears of the public and 
the emergency response system in the 
United States and is often the first place 
emergencies of all magnitudes are reported, 
making 9–1–1 a significant homeland security 
asset; 

Whereas more than 6,000 9–1–1 public safety 
answering points serve more than 3,000 coun-
ties and parishes throughout the United 
States; 

Whereas dispatchers at public safety an-
swering points answer more than 200,000,000 
9–1–1 calls each year in the United States; 

Whereas a growing number of 9–1–1 calls 
are made using wireless and Internet Pro-
tocol-based communications services; 

Whereas a growing segment of the popu-
lation, including the deaf, hard of hearing, 
and deaf-blind, and individuals with speech 
disabilities, are increasingly communicating 
with nontraditional text, video, and instant 
messaging communications services and ex-
pect those services to be able to connect di-
rectly to 9–1–1; 

Whereas the growth and variety of means 
of communication, including mobile and 
Internet Protocol-based systems, impose 
challenges for accessing 9–1–1 and imple-
menting an enhanced 9-1-1 system and re-
quire increased education and awareness 
about the capabilities of different means of 
communication; 

Whereas numerous other N–1–1 and 800 
number services exist for nonemergency sit-
uations, including 2–1–1, 3–1–1, 5–1–1, 7–1–1, 8– 
1–1, poison control centers, and mental 
health hotlines, and the public needs to be 
educated on when to use those services in ad-
dition to or instead of 9–1–1; 

Whereas international visitors and immi-
grants make up an increasing percentage of 
the United States population each year, and 
visitors and immigrants may have limited 
knowledge of our emergency calling system; 

Whereas people of all ages use 9–1–1 and it 
is critical to educate those people on the 
proper use of 9–1–1; 
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Whereas senior citizens are at high risk for 

needing to access to 9–1–1 and many senior 
citizens are learning to use new technology; 

Whereas thousands of 9–1–1 calls are made 
every year by children properly trained in 
the use of 9–1–1, which saves lives and under-
scores the critical importance of training 
children early in life about 9–1–1; 

Whereas the 9–1–1 system is often misused, 
including by the placement of prank and 
nonemergency calls; 

Whereas misuse of the 9–1–1 system results 
in costly and inefficient use of 9–1–1 and 
emergency response resources and needs to 
be reduced; 

Whereas parents, teachers, and all other 
caregivers need to play an active role in 9–1– 
1 education for children, but will do so only 
after being first educated themselves; 

Whereas there are many avenues for 9–1–1 
public education, including safety fairs, 
school presentations, libraries, churches, 
businesses, public safety answering point 
tours or open houses, civic organizations, 
and senior citizen centers; 

Whereas children, parents, teachers, and 
the National Parent Teacher Association 
contribute importantly to the education of 
children about the importance of 9–1–1 
through targeted outreach efforts to public 
and private school systems; 

Whereas we as a Nation should strive to 
host at least 1 educational event regarding 
the proper use of 9–1–1 in every school in the 
country every year; 

Whereas programs to promote proper use 
of 9–1–1 during National 9–1–1 Education 
Month could include— 

(1) public awareness events, including con-
ferences and media outreach, training activi-
ties for parents, teachers, school administra-
tors, other caregivers and businesses; 

(2) educational events in schools and other 
appropriate venues; and 

(3) production and distribution of informa-
tion about the 9–1–1 system designed to edu-
cate people of all ages on the importance and 
proper use of 9–1–1; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
deserve the best education regarding the use 
of 9–1–1: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2008 as ‘‘National 9–1–1 

Education Month’’; and 
(2) urges Government officials, parents, 

teachers, school administrators, caregivers, 
businesses, nonprofit organizations, and the 
people of the United States to observe the 
month with appropriate ceremonies, training 
events, and activities. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE VIOLENCE IN 
TIBET AND CALLING FOR RE-
STRAINT 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee be discharged 
from further consideration of S. Res. 
504, and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 504) condemning the 

violence in Tibet and calling for restraint by 
the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China and the people of Tibet. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I rise to speak in support of a resolu-

tion condemning the violence in Tibet 
and calling for restraint by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China 
and the people of Tibet. 

Cosponsoring this resolution with me 
is Senator GORDON SMITH of Oregon. 

The measure is also cosponsored by 
Senator JOE BIDEN, the Chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, and Senators KLOBUCHAR, 
BROWN, CANTWELL, DOLE, OBAMA, 
SNOWE, MENENDEZ, VOINOVICH, SCHU-
MER, COLLINS, BYRD, MURRAY, DURBIN, 
LIEBERMAN, STABENOW, SANDERS, REED, 
CLINTON and FEINGOLD. 

The resolution also calls for dialogue 
between the leadership of China and 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama on mean-
ingful religious and cultural autonomy 
for Tibet within China; the release of 
individuals who protested in a peaceful 
manner; a cessation of China’s efforts 
to ‘‘reeducate’’ Tibetan Buddhist 
monks and nuns; China to open Tibet 
to international journalists, as it 
promised the international community 
it would do during the lead up to the 
Olympic games; and asks for a full ac-
counting of the protests in Tibet which 
began in March. 

Starting on March 10, Tibetan Monks 
and other Tibetans began protesting in 
Tibetan autonomous areas of Western 
China. 

The protests, begun peacefully by 
monks who marched in their robes, 
were an expression of these religious 
people’s desire to practice their reli-
gion freely and without government in-
terference. 

The protesters took this action at 
great personal risk. Many monks and 
marchers carried pictures of the Dalai 
Lama, the most revered figure in Ti-
betan Buddhism. Possession of such a 
picture is considered a crime in China. 

Unfortunately and tragically, on 
March 14 protests in Lhasa, the capital 
of the Tibet Autonomous Region, 
turned violent. Long suppressed ani-
mosity boiled over. Innocent people 
were killed in the violence. Homes and 
businesses were burned in what appears 
to have been a riot. 

Over the days and weeks that fol-
lowed, the protests spread. Protests re-
portedly occurred in 42 separate Chi-
nese counties. Most were peaceful, and 
in some case they were met with brute 
force by the Chinese police. 

This resolution condemns the vio-
lence on both sides. 

The Chinese government has now 
begun the punishment process. 

Thousands of paramilitary police and 
possibly the People’s Liberation Army 
are in Tibet rounding up protest par-
ticipants. 

International journalists and official 
representatives are still being kept 
out, making accurate information dif-
ficult to obtain. 

But we know that dozens of people or 
more have died. And we know that 
more than 1,000 people have been incar-

cerated. We know that the monasteries 
have been surrounded by armed force. 

On Monday I spoke about the under-
lying issues including a lack of reli-
gious freedom and economic oppor-
tunity that have caused Tibetans to 
take to the streets. 

I also spoke about my long standing 
work to open the door between China 
and San Francisco and about my sin-
cere friendship with China and its lead-
ers. 

Most importantly, I discussed my ef-
forts since 1991 to establish dialogue 
between the Chinese Leadership and 
the Dalai Lama. 

I read from letters that I carried 
from the Dalai Lama to the President 
of China in 1992, 1997, and 1998. 

In those letters, the Dalai Lama ex-
pressed that he does not seek Independ-
ence as China’s leaders assert. 

In the Dalai Lama’s 1998 letter, he 
wrote: 

I would like to reiterate here that I am not 
seeking independence for Tibet. My main 
concern is for the six million Tibetan people 
. . . to be able to enjoy the opportunity to 
fully preserve their civilisation and the dis-
tinct Tibetan culture, religion, and lan-
guage. I am convinced that this could be 
achieved through genuine autonomy or self- 
rule within the framework of the People’s 
Republic of China. 

The Dalai Lama neither calls for 
independence nor supports the use of 
violence. He has encouraged the Ti-
betan people to use restraint both in 
Tibet and also in the cities, such as 
San Francisco, where the Olympic 
torch visits. 

On Sunday, The Dalai Lama reiter-
ated his call. In a message to the Ti-
betan people, he said: 

I want to urge my fellow Tibetans who live 
in freedom outside Tibet to be extra vigilant 
as they voice their feelings on the develop-
ments in Tibet. We should not engage in any 
action that could be even remotely inter-
preted as violent. Even under the most pro-
vocative of situations we must not allow our 
most precious and deeply held values to be 
compromised. I firmly believe that we will 
achieve success through our nonviolent path. 
We must be wise to understand where the un-
precedented affection and support for our 
cause stems from. 

I sincerely hope the people of San 
Francisco will heed the Dalai Lama’s 
call. 

I would like to commend the people 
of my city for holding a peaceful rally 
and candlelight vigil at San Fran-
cisco’s United Nations Plaza. 

And I call on the people of San Fran-
cisco that plan to take to the streets 
today to embrace the nonviolence ad-
vocated by the Dalai Lama. 

As a friend of China and the Dalai 
Lama, I am saddened to see the situa-
tion in Tibet deteriorate to this point. 

Violence cannot solve this matter. 
The United States must use its influ-

ence to bring the Government of China 
and the people of Tibet together to 
begin the process of reconciliation and 
dialogue. 
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