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On March 10, BMW announced an ad-

ditional $750 million expenditure at 
their Spartanburg, South Carolina, 
plant, bringing their total investment 
to $4.2 billion. They will add 500 em-
ployees to the 6,300 already there and 
1,500 employee jobs will be added 
among the suppliers. Those suppliers, 
by the way, have invested $2.1 billion 
in South Carolina and have 12,000 em-
ployees. 

It is very exciting to have this kind 
of news. It is also exciting to see the 
technology that BMW plans to employ 
in Spartanburg. They are going to 
bring clean diesel for the first time to 
the United States. It is going to be in 
the brand new X–6, all of which will be 
made in Spartanburg, South Carolina. 

That car will also get 30 miles per 
gallon. Frank-Peter Arndt, their board 
member, explained that even at 125 
miles an hour on the autobahn, the X– 
6 with the deep clean diesel will get 30 
miles per gallon. It is a wonderful suc-
cess worth celebrating. 

f 

HONORING AND CONGRATULATING 
THE BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IN FLORIDA 

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor and congratulate 
the Broward County School District in 
Florida for leading the Nation in Na-
tional Board Certified Teachers. Cur-
rently, Broward County has a total of 
1,307 National Board Certified Teach-
ers, up 270 teachers from last year. 
This is truly a testament to the dedica-
tion of teachers in Broward County to 
improving the quality of education in 
their classrooms. 

National Board Certified Teachers 
are among the most advanced and 
highly qualified teachers in our coun-
try. By pursuing this high degree of 
certification, the teachers of Broward 
County have demonstrated their com-
mitment to elevating and improving 
instruction in their schools. They will 
also join the tens of thousands of other 
teachers from across the country in an 
effort to improve student achievement 
nationwide. 

I strongly believe that teachers have 
one of the most difficult and thankless 
jobs in America. However, the work 
they do is so critical to the success of 
our future generations. 

As a parent, I would like to person-
ally thank the teachers of Broward 
County for their dedication to the 
teaching profession. The knowledge 
and skills that they have developed in 
earning this certification will benefit 
students for generations to come. 

I would also like to congratulate the 
members of the School Board of 
Broward County for this tremendous 
accomplishment. Broward County has 
truly raised the standards for teacher 

certification in school districts across 
the country. 

f 

ASTONISHING REVERSALS BEING 
ACCOMPLISHED IN IRAQ 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, this 
is an important week here as we are 
hearing the updated assessments from 
General David Petraeus and Ambas-
sador Ryan Crocker. 

Under the leadership of General 
Petraeus, our troops in Iraq have ac-
complished an astonishing reversal in a 
nation that was on the road to crip-
pling ethno-sectarian violence just 18 
months ago. One of the statistics that 
we are seeing is that these ethno-sec-
tarian killings are down 90 percent. 
And with the security provided by coa-
lition troops, the Iraqi parliament is 
now learning how to work as a par-
liament as a legislative body to nego-
tiate and to cooperate. 

By passing their 2008 budget this Feb-
ruary, the Iraqis demonstrated their 
commitment to bolstering security 
gains by working toward reconcili-
ation, stability, and economic growth. 

The people of a Muslim state in the 
heart of the Middle East have rejected 
violence and extremism, they have cast 
their lot with the modern world and 
they have chose freedom. It is signifi-
cant, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

BAD JOB NUMBERS SHOW THE 
NEED FOR A SECOND ECONOMIC 
STIMULUS PACKAGE 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
American families are facing real hard-
ships as news of the slowing economy 
continues to make headlines. The lat-
est troubles came with the release of 
the March job numbers, the fact that 
80,000 people lost their jobs last month. 
This was not only the third straight 
month of job losses, but it also was the 
worst in the last 5 years. 

Clearly, Washington must do more to 
stimulate the economy and assist mid-
dle-class families. Already this year, 
working in a bipartisan way, the 
Democratic Congress enacted an eco-
nomic stimulus package that will give 
families in real need relief by providing 
recovery rebates starting this next 
month, raising loan limits for mort-
gages, and backing the Federal Hous-
ing Administration. 

This is a good start, but it can’t be 
the end of our efforts to reverse the 
negative impact of 7 years of failed 
economic policies. 

Mr. Speaker, we did earlier this year 
what Democrats need to do, and that is 
pursue commonsense solutions to what 

our problems are and help get our econ-
omy back on track, create jobs, and 
speed assistance to families that are 
struggling. 

f 

BRINGING AN END TO HATEFUL 
SPEECH IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, the Middle 
East Research Institute, which mon-
itors extremist media, recently re-
ported on a disturbing children’s pro-
duction that aired on Hamas TV. The 
program, aimed at a child audience, de-
picted a little boy who accuses Presi-
dent Bush, along with Israel, of killing 
his family. In the show, the boy pro-
ceeds to take out a sword and stabs the 
President to death. This is a children’s 
program. 

There is little chance for peace in the 
Middle East if the young minds of the 
region are polluted with this type of 
hatred and violence. Many young peo-
ple in the region are being exposed to 
similar messages in their school text-
books. 

I commend the Council of Religious 
Leaders in the Holy Land, religious 
leaders from the Jewish, Christian, and 
Muslim faith who are working together 
to counter this type of hate speech and 
violent message, and they do it with 
moral authority. We need more brave 
leaders like those on the Council if we 
are going to create a condition for 
peacemaking in the Middle East. 

f 

b 1015 

IRAQ WAR IS COSTING US 
MILLIONS AT HOME 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, every day 
that we spend money in Iraq means 
missed opportunities to invest in prior-
ities here at home. While the Bush ad-
ministration spends $339 million a day 
in Iraq, we are diverting money from 
our Nation’s needs. 

With that $339 million that we spend 
today, we could instead ensure that 2.6 
million Americans have access to med-
ical and dental care at community 
health centers. We can provide 955,000 
families with help for their energy 
bills, and we could hire 50,000 more 
cops to protect our citizens on our 
streets. 

With the funds we are spending in 
Iraq today we could also provide 937,000 
grants for research into diseases like 
cancer, Alzheimer’s and diabetes, pro-
vide 317,000 kids with vaccinations and 
could send 18,000 more students to 
school. 

The millions we are pumping into 
Iraq today is desperately needed here 
at home as this country stares reces-
sion in the face. Yet President Bush 
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continues to recommend nothing but 
the status quo in Iraq. 

Put America first. 
f 

HELP OUR FARMERS AND OUR 
AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, hopefully in the very near fu-
ture Congress will be ready to vote on 
a new farm bill, one that would help 
our farmers and our agricultural com-
munity continue to do what they do so 
very well, feed America and help feed 
the entire world. 

We recognize and we encourage the 
very hard work and the ongoing nego-
tiations between the House, the Senate 
and the administration as we face the 
expiration of the current farm bill on 
April 18. But planting season is here, 
and our farmers are faced with difficult 
decisions about what crops to plant 
and how much without knowing what 
direction the Federal Government is 
moving, and yet we look to our farmers 
to provide us with a stable food supply. 
There are many issues affecting the de-
velopment of every farmer’s business 
plan this year and into the next, cer-
tainly the rising prices of fuel and 
other costs as well, but the uncertainty 
of the national farm program needs to 
be resolved as quickly as possible. 

I look forward to working together 
with our House and our Senate leaders 
and the administration on a successful 
piece of legislation that will serve our 
farmers and all Americans fairly and 
well. 

f 

IRAQ WAR AND OUR ECONOMY 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, American 
families continue to struggle in the 
face of this recession and yet in 1 day 
the Bush administration spends $339 
million on the war in Iraq. 

As General Petraeus and Ambassador 
Crocker appear before Congress this 
week to defend this occupation, con-
gressional Democrats have many ques-
tions about the costs of this occupa-
tion. This country has spent more than 
$500 billion in Iraq. It could go up to 3 
to $4 trillion. Yet 47 million Americans 
have no health insurance. 

Last month, then GAO Comptroller 
David Walker stated the Iraqis have a 
budget surplus. We have a huge budget 
deficit. 

One of the questions is who should be 
paying? That’s a really good question, 
considering that we are currently 
pumping billions of dollars into this 
war, which is stimulating economies in 
Iraq, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia while 
the American economy is in recession. 
What about investing money here in-

stead of in education, health care and 
infrastructure to create jobs? 

This occupation has placed a massive 
human and financial cost on the United 
States, and yet President Bush de-
mands more of the same. We must end 
this occupation and bring our troops 
home. 

f 

ADDRESSING ENTITLEMENT 
SPENDING WILL REQUIRE BIPAR-
TISAN LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, in his first 
speech in the British Parliament in 
1789 describing the slave trade, William 
Wilberforce concluded by telling his 
colleagues this: ‘‘Having heard all of 
this you may choose to look the other 
way, but you can never again say you 
did not know.’’ 

None of us can say that we do not 
know about the Nation’s long-term fi-
nancial outlook, which former Comp-
troller General David Walker said will 
result in a tsunami of spending debt 
level that will swamp our ship of state. 
It is time that this Congress and this 
administration and Secretary Paulson 
wake up to the massive debt that we 
are amassing. 

Congressman JIM COOPER and I are 
working together on a bipartisan plan 
called the SAFE Commission, where 78 
colleagues are with us. If there are 
other bipartisan solutions that you all 
have, put them on the table and let’s 
get them discussed. It will take the 
leadership on a Wilberforce level from 
both sides of the aisle. 

We know what is happening, and for 
the sake of our children and our grand-
children, we must not look the other 
way. Wilberforce said, and I close, hav-
ing heard all of this, you may choose to 
look the other way, but you can never 
again say you did not know. 

f 

FIRST APOSTOLIC VISIT OF POPE 
BENEDICT XVI 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I am here in 
support of House Resolution 838. 

As a Catholic and as a member of the 
Rialto St. Catherine’s Church, I hum-
bly welcome His Holiness, Pope Bene-
dict XVI, on his first apostolic visit to 
the United States. Tomorrow we will 
have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to present a special service to His Holi-
ness. 

In faith, his presence will be felt na-
tionwide by Catholics and non-Catho-
lics. However, His Holiness wants us to 
focus on Jesus Christ, not the person of 
the Pope. This is his wish since when 
he was named at the highest office of 
the Catholic Church, to humbly quote 

His Holiness, ‘‘I shall come to the 
United States as pope for the first time 
to proclaim this great truth: Jesus 
Christ is hope for men and women of 
every language, race, culture and so-
cial condition.’’ 

His Holiness comes with unity and 
hope for everyone cutting through the 
language barriers. ‘‘Christ is our Hope’’ 
is his message for us. 

I stand here in support of H.R. 838 
and humbly welcome His Holiness to 
this country awaiting his message of 
hope and unity. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIVES OF OUR 
FALLEN HEROES 

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Mr. Speaker, tonight 
in my community we will celebrate the 
lives of our fallen heroes who have 
fought so bravely to defend our free-
dom, including our own Matt Maupin. 

Today General Petraeus and Ambas-
sador Crocker will speak to us and re-
port on the surge and its success. As we 
debate this issue, I ask that we con-
tinue to support our men and women 
who have chosen to wear the uniform 
of our country and fight to keep us 
free. They know all too well freedom is 
not free. 

f 

FIRST APOSTOLIC VISIT OF POPE 
BENEDICT XVI 

(Mr. DONNELLY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of our county and my congres-
sional district, which includes the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, we want to wel-
come Pope Benedict XVI on his first 
apostolic visit to the United States. 

He is a highly regarded theologian 
and scholar, having written over 25 
books. Reconciliation and peace have 
been the major themes of his papacy. 
He has focused on the dignity of the 
human person, standing behind refu-
gees, exiles and others. 

We welcome Pope Benedict XVI to 
our beloved country. He has been a 
leader for peace, and we look forward 
to his visit. 

f 

SEND OUR ATHLETES TO THE BEI-
JING OLYMPICS BUT NOT OUR 
POLITICIANS 

(Mr. MCCOTTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, as the 
Olympic torch goes through San Fran-
cisco today, I would just like to bring 
attention to the fact that I, as well as 
others on each side of the aisle, will be 
introducing legislation to ensure that 
we send our athletes to the games but 
not our politicians. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 12:40 Oct 25, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H09AP8.000 H09AP8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T22:26:06-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




