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look forward to next year’s transition and be-
yond. 

Consolidation of congressional oversight au-
thority is still sorely needed, and remains the 
sole recommendation of the 9/11 Commission 
yet to be enacted. The lack of consolidated 
Congressional oversight jurisdiction over the 
Department has a direct negative impact on 
the Department’s ability to fulfill its mission of 
securing the homeland. Congress must ad-
dress this issue immediately. 

In addition, the Congress needs to establish 
an annual DHS authorization bill to provide the 
steady-handed guidance that 86 different com-
mittees and subcommittees cannot. This Com-
mittee, followed by the House and our col-
leagues in the Senate, must produce an au-
thorization bill in advance of any appropria-
tions bill this year. 

And finally, we must allow the Department’s 
employees to work unimpeded by further orga-
nizational shuffling. 

These and many more challenges lie in 
front of us. It is our job to ensure that the De-
partment is ready for the future, especially as 
it prepares to transition to a new administra-
tion. 

We therefore gladly extend our thanks to 
the many dedicated individuals that make up 
the backbone of our Nation’s current and fu-
ture security. 

I urge my colleagues to support passage of 
this resolution. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in overwhelming support of H. Res. 
1038, recognizing the fifth anniversary of the 
Department of Homeland Security and hon-
oring the Department’s employees for their ex-
traordinary efforts and contributions to protect 
and secure our country. 

As a member of the House Committee on 
Homeland Security, I am proud to work side- 
by-side with DHS on keeping our Nation se-
cure. We have come a long way and it is hard 
to believe that so much has been accom-
plished in 5 years. For certain, consolidating 
22 different agencies has been extremely 
challenging as it is the first act of its kind. The 
Department now employs more than 200,000 
workers in its efforts to keep the Nation se-
cure. Although there are many issues to still 
be resolved, and there always will be, I com-
mend Secretary Chertoff and the DHS em-
ployees for their success in preventing another 
terrorist attack, thus far, and intercepting ter-
rorists plots. 

My colleagues and I remain committed to 
working on ensuring that the agency has the 
support and resources it needs to continue to 
get the job done. One of our top priorities and 
concerns has always been staff morale. We 
believe that the employees are the backbone 
of the agency and that the agency is a reflec-
tion of its employees’ approach and outlook 
toward their job. Their continuing efforts are 
crucial to the security of our Nation in the 
years to come. 

I would like to extend heartfelt congratula-
tions to Secretary Chertoff and the employees 
of DHS, especially those in the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands, for their outstanding service. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to de-
clare my support for the employees of the De-
partment of Homeland Security and to thank 
them for their important service to our country. 

I opposed the formation of the Department of 
Homeland Security in 2002. There was good 
reason to believe that a reorganization that 
would take at least 10 years and possibly 
more, would cause delay in implementation of 
real measures that could make the country 
safer. 

I pointed out that the proposed reorganiza-
tion of 22 different agencies into one large en-
tity would not constitute efficient and effective 
government, nor would it help the thousands 
of Americans who die of violent crimes each 
year in this country. 

When Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast 
on August 29, 2005, it soon became apparent 
that my concerns about establishing the De-
partment of Homeland Security were valid. 
Katrina and the subsequent flooding took at 
least 1,835 lives and sent a powerful reminder 
to the people of the United States that the 
homeland is not secure. I certainly do not ex-
pect that the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) or any other government 
agency can prevent a natural disaster. But 
FEMA’s own mandate was to coordinate dis-
aster relief through preparedness, response, 
recovery and mitigation. The federal response 
should have been to make things happen and 
to make them happen quickly; to anticipate 
and respond to the needs of local and state 
officials. 

Instead Hurricane Katrina will long be held 
in our Nation’s collective conscience. We will 
remember the terrified and helpless faces of 
the victims that this disaster claimed, dis-
placed and horrified. We will remember the 
faces of our fellow citizens pleading for help, 
for days as they endured horrible conditions at 
the convention center and Superdome. The 
unbearably inadequate response to these dis-
asters exacerbates the shame, heartache and 
insecurity that has resulted. The images haunt 
us. 

What was the response from the former 
FEMA Director Michael Brown in testimony 
before the House? He said, ‘‘[a]nd while my 
heart goes out to people on fixed incomes, it 
is primarily a state and local responsibility. 
And in my opinion, it’s the responsibility of 
faith-based organizations, of churches and 
charities and others to help those people.’’ Mi-
chael Chertoff, Secretary of DHS said, ‘‘I re-
member on Tuesday morning picking up 
newspapers, and I saw headlines, ‘New Orle-
ans Dodged the Bullet.’ ’’ Is this the way we 
make the homeland safer? By attempting to 
fabricate leadership instead of demonstrating 
it? 

Furthermore, in 2003 the Administration ter-
minated the collective bargaining rights of TSA 
screeners just as TSA workers were ready to 
vote on joining the union of the American Fed-
eration of Government Employees (AFGE). 
DHS does not allow a unionized TSA work-
force. Transportation security workers deserve 
collective bargaining rights. It is an insult to 
these dedicated men and women within DHS, 
including FEMA, the Army Corp of Engineers 
and Border Patrol that their rights to organize 
have been denied. 

I unequivocally appreciate the dedicated 
service of DHS employees. Their hard work 
and commitment to public service is out-
standing and valuable. However, I cannot cel-
ebrate the creation of DHS. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks of this 
resolution and include any extraneous 
material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARNEY. I yield back the bal-

ance of my time, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CARNEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1038. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. CARNEY. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PLUMBING 
INDUSTRY WEEK 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
resolution (H. Res. 1082) recognizing 
the plumbing industry and supporting 
the goals and ideals of ‘‘National 
Plumbing Industry Week’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1082 

Whereas on June 27, 1883, Victorian plumb-
ers came together at the Old Masonic Tem-
ple in New York City, New York, for the 
first-ever convention of master plumbers; 

Whereas the Plumbing-Heating-Cooling 
Contractors—National Association (PHCC) is 
the oldest trade association in the construc-
tion industry; 

Whereas for over 125 years, our Nation has 
been paving the way for today’s plumbing, 
heating, and cooling contractor’s status as 
important, and independent small business 
people; 

Whereas the majority of plumbing contrac-
tors are small business owners, who help cre-
ate critical jobs in this country; 

Whereas the men and women who design, 
manufacture, install, and maintain water ef-
ficient plumbing systems play a crucial role 
in our economy; 

Whereas this industry has one of the best 
and most extensive training programs in the 
country by providing young men and women 
with thousands of dollars in scholarships 
every year; 

Whereas professional certified plumbers 
save our Nation millions of dollars each year 
through the design and installation of more 
efficient equipment that provides essential 
comfort while reducing water consumption; 
and 
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Whereas the House of Representatives sup-

ports the industry in its celebration of ‘‘Na-
tional Plumbing Industry Week’’, April 27 
through May 3, 2008: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes that small business plumbing 
contractors have benefitted from the reduced 
regulatory burden provided as a result of 
passage of the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 
1980 (Public Law 96–354) and the Small Busi-
ness Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act 
of 1996 (Public Law 104–121); 

(2) recognizes that the loan guarantee pro-
gram under Section 7(a) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)) administered by 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad-
ministration has provided access to capital 
for small business plumbing contractors; 

(3) recognizes that approximately 80 per-
cent of plumbing contractors around the 
country are small, family owned and run 
companies; 

(4) recognizes these small firms account for 
a large percentage of our Nation’s GDP, 
through sales, service, and repair; 

(5) recognizes how small businesses in the 
plumbing industry are the leader in devel-
oping, and utilizing new innovative tech-
nologies which help improve and maintain 
the infrastructure our Nation depends on; 
and 

(6) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Plumbing Industry Week’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ) and the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as Chair of the House 
Small Business Committee, I rise to 
support this resolution recognizing the 
contributions of the U.S. plumbing in-
dustry during National Plumbing In-
dustry Week. I am pleased to be joined 
by my ranking member, Representa-
tive STEVE CHABOT, in offering this leg-
islation. 

I stand before you today to honor a 
sector of the U.S. small businesses that 
provide vital contributions to the lives 
of millions of Americans. The plumb-
ing industry is one of the oldest trades 
in the country. It employs thousands 
and serves every American. In fact, 
over 90 percent of the firms in this sec-
tor are led by entrepreneurs. And their 
companies create jobs in every city and 
town across the Nation. 

In the coming weeks, one of the lead-
ing trade associations representing 
these plumbers will be celebrating its 

125th anniversary. The Plumbing-Heat-
ing-Cooling Contractors National Asso-
ciation was founded in my home city of 
New York in 1883. 

This resolution highlights the con-
tributions of many of its members, as 
well as those of other American plumb-
ing professionals. During National 
Plumbing Industry Week, many of 
them will visit Capitol Hill, as they 
have done in previous years, to advo-
cate issues of critical importance to 
their trade. 

The industry will also use the observ-
ance to promote greater energy effi-
ciency, water conservation and worker 
training. On this last point, it is worth 
noting that because the plumbing in-
dustry has placed such emphasis on 
professional skills, it has one of the 
best and most extensive training pro-
grams in this country. That program 
has been vital in meeting the demands 
of the new green economy. Consumers 
in every community are benefiting 
from its careful design and unparal-
leled success. To accommodate the 
growing needs of our greener economy, 
the plumbing trade also has a newly 
developed apprentice and education 
program. It will create new opportuni-
ties and further showcase the positive 
impacts of green jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my hope that this 
resolution will focus the country’s at-
tention on the important role that 
plumbing contractors play in our daily 
lives. Their industry is vital to our 
economy for its work and for the job 
opportunities it provides thousands of 
our fellow Americans. 

b 1200 

Mr. Speaker, without this industry, 
it would be difficult to be assured that 
the water our family uses to drink and 
bathe in is safe and nontoxic. We are 
proud this House will take a moment 
to thank such an important part of our 
Nation’s infrastructure and economic 
base, our plumbers. 

I urge my colleagues to join me and 
Mr. CHABOT in passing this resolution, 
and I urge support of this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the resolution and yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my good friend 
from New York, the distinguished 
chairwoman of the Small Business 
Committee, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, for bring-
ing this bipartisan measure to the floor 
recognizing the plumbing industry and 
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Plumbing Industry Week. 

Like many of our small businesses 
today, plumbing contractors face dif-
ficult times and many difficult issues; 
a burdensome regulatory system, con-
fiscatory taxation policy at virtually 
every level of government, rising en-
ergy prices, and often the unavail-
ability of affordable health care for 

their employees and families. Congress 
can and must help these entrepreneurs, 
and we will continue to work with the 
chairwoman and my colleagues on the 
Small Business Committee to address 
these obstacles to the success of our 
Nation’s small business plumbing con-
tractors. 

As Chairwoman VELÁZQUEZ has 
pointed out, the Plumbing-Heating- 
Cooling Contractors National Associa-
tion is the oldest trade association in 
the American construction industry. I 
congratulate the association for its 
contributions over the years and en-
courage the industry to continue its 
good work, especially in training and 
mentoring our future industry leaders 
in that field. 

I have no doubt that our friends and 
neighbors in the plumbing industry 
will continue to make strides in the de-
sign and installation of energy effi-
cient equipment that will carry us 
through the 21st century. 

I again want to thank my colleague, 
Chairwoman VELÁZQUEZ, for working 
in a bipartisan manner on this issue, as 
we do virtually on every issue in the 
Small Business Committee. I thank her 
for bringing this resolution to the floor 
today. I am happy to join her in sup-
porting it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as Members of this 
Chamber know, our Nation’s small 
businesses come in all types and a 
broad range of sizes. Each one makes 
an important contribution to our soci-
ety and is an essential part of the great 
economic engine. In fact, there is no 
other nation on Earth where a person’s 
dreams of service and innovation can 
be translated so effectively into the 
brand of success that yields both 
wealth and concrete benefits to com-
munities. Entrepreneurs are the reason 
for this. They are the lifeblood of the 
U.S. economy. 

Moving forward, we should remember 
that these hard-working business peo-
ple, including those who are part of the 
plumbing trade, are the reason our Na-
tion has thrived. So in recognizing the 
men and women of the plumbing indus-
try today, we extend our salute to 
every small business person across 
America. 

We thank plumbers for their invalu-
able effort and encourage the American 
spirit of service, progress and business 
excellence. That is the hallmark of our 
Nation’s small firms, and it is one we 
should all be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers and yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

HOLDEN). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentlewoman from New 
York (Ms. VELÁZQUEZ) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 1082. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2016, NATIONAL LAND-
SCAPE CONSERVATION SYSTEM 
ACT 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 1084 and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1084 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2016) to estab-
lish the National Landscape Conservation 
System, and for other purposes. The first 
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived except those arising 
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider 
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule the amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Natural Re-
sources now printed in the bill. The com-
mittee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. All points 
of order against the committee amendment 
in the nature of a substitute are waived ex-
cept those arising under clause 10 of rule 
XXI. Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule 
XVIII, no amendment to the committee 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
shall be in order except those printed in the 
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution. Each such amend-
ment may be offered only in the order print-
ed in the report, may be offered only by a 
Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived except 
those arising under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. 
At the conclusion of consideration of the bill 
for amendment the Committee shall rise and 
report the bill to the House with such 
amendments as may have been adopted. Any 
Member may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 

substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 2016 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, for the purpose of debate 
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes 
to my friend and namesake, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
HASTINGS). All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members be given 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 1084. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, House Resolution 1084 pro-
vides for consideration of H.R. 2016, the 
National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem Act, under a structured rule. The 
rule provides 1 hour of general debate, 
controlled by the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

The rule makes in order the eight 
amendments listed in the Rules Com-
mittee report on this resolution. Six of 
these amendments will be offered by 
Republican Members, two by Demo-
crats. Each amendment is debatable for 
10 minutes. This rule is a continuation 
of our commitment to ensuring that 
the minority be given a fair oppor-
tunity to amend legislation on the 
House floor. 

The rule provides one motion to re-
commit, with or without instructions. 

Mr. Speaker, the American public 
has a vested interest in protecting our 
Nation’s lands from the destructive 
uses that would ruin their natural 
beauty. In my home State of Florida, 
the protection and preservation of the 
magnificent ecosystem known as the 
Everglades, which spans 3 million acres 
of wetlands and is home to rare and en-
dangered species, is of utmost impor-
tance to me and my constituents. It is 
a national priority to ensure that these 
majestic wetlands and others around 
our country will be preserved for all fu-
ture generations of Americans to 
enjoy. The preservation of the National 
Landscape Conservation System is 
equally important to this Nation and 
to this Congress. 

The underlying legislation would pro-
tect 27 million acres of land of the 

American West considered to have sig-
nificant historical, cultural, ecological, 
scientific or scenic value. Most of the 
lands in this system are already pro-
tected and administered by the Bureau 
of Land Management, including wilder-
ness areas, wild and scenic rivers and 
national monuments. This bill will 
help to streamline management of the 
system and reduce overall bureaucracy 
in the program. 

If the statement of the gentleman 
from Alaska yesterday in the Rules 
Committee is any indication, and I am 
referring to our colleague Congressman 
YOUNG, there is a small minority of 
Members who may try and argue that 
this bill strips the private property 
rights of landowners. Quite the con-
trary. This bill protects only the lands 
the Bureau of Land Management al-
ready has authority over. Additionally, 
no owners’ rights have been violated in 
the past, and there is no reason to be-
lieve they will be violated in the fu-
ture. 

Some may also argue that the under-
lying legislation changes the core man-
agement authority governing the indi-
vidual National Landscape Conserva-
tion System units. Conversely, the bill 
includes an extensive savings clause 
that makes it abundantly clear that 
nothing in the bill alters the manage-
ment authority governing the indi-
vidual units. 

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office, the bill would not affect the 
Bureau of Land Management’s budget, 
direct spending or revenues, or the 
budgets of State, local or tribal govern-
ments. 

Finally, the amendments made in 
order under the rule go a step further 
to address energy development, grazing 
rights, hunting and fishing and border 
security, ensuring that this bill does 
not change the law in these areas at 
all. All this bill does is help conserve 
and protect our Nation’s land, our Na-
tion’s heritage. 

It enjoys broad bipartisan support 
from groups including the Wilderness 
Society, Sierra Club, Defenders of 
Wildlife, American Hiking Society, the 
National Council of Churches, Boone 
and Crockett Club, National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, National Wild-
life Foundation, and the Outdoor In-
dustry Association. 

The bill also enjoys the often un-
heard of support from both President 
Bush and former President Clinton. 

It is my sincere hope that the House 
will pass this rule and underlying bill 
with the same overwhelming bipartisan 
support it currently enjoys. I urge my 
colleagues to support this rule and the 
National Landscape Conservation Sys-
tem Act as we further our efforts to 
protect and preserve public lands 
throughout America. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank my friend 
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