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The Sustainability Committee cre-

ated and has begun to implement goals 
that include creating and developing a 
fact sheet, Web site, and other informa-
tion-sharing methodology; creating 
and coordinating curriculum around 
sustainability issues. This includes de-
veloping new stand-alone courses, inte-
grated studies programs, service learn-
ing and distance learning opportuni-
ties; furthering the development of a 
campus trail system, including a walk-
ing trail and an interpretive nature 
trail; incorporating sustainable prac-
tices into campus operations—includ-
ing food service, waste management, 
and resource usage; and sponsoring the 
annual Earth Week celebration. In 2007, 
this festival included guest speakers 
and over 35 vendors including edu-
cational institutions, environmental 
nonprofits, and neighborhood busi-
nesses. 

I am personally encouraged by the 
attention North Seattle Community 
College and other Washington State 
schools have given to advancing sus-
tainable practices in our schools and 
communities. I hope more institutions 
of higher education will follow suit in 
years to come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a withdrawal which were referred 
to the appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 4:53 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3548. An act to enhance citizen access 
to Government information and services by 
establishing plain language as the standard 
style for Government documents issued to 
the public, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4881. An act to prohibit the awarding 
of a contract or grant in excess of the sim-
plified acquisition threshold unless the pro-
spective contractor or grantee certifies in 
writing to the agency awarding the contract 
or grant that the contractor or grantee has 
no seriously delinquent tax debts, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 
The following bill was read the first 

and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 4881. An act to prohibit the awarding 
of a contract or grant in excess of the sim-
plified acquisition threshold unless the pro-
spective contractor or grantee certifies in 
writing to the agency awarding the con-
tractor grant that the contractor or grantee 
has no seriously delinquent tax debts, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
The following reports of committees 

were submitted: 
By Mr. BIDEN, from the Committee on 

Foreign Relations, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute: 

S. 2731. A bill to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 to provide 
assistance to foreign countries to combat 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 110-325). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mr. SMITH): 

S. 2855. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to adjust the dollar 
amounts used to calculate the credit for the 
elderly and the permanently disabled for in-
flation since 1985; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: 
S. 2856. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide taxpayers a flat 
tax alternative to the current income tax 
system; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SALAZAR (for himself and Mr. 
ALLARD): 

S. 2857. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to provide for the distribution 
of a share of certain mineral revenues, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. SMITH, and Mr. 
INOUYE): 

S. 2858. A bill to establish the Social Work 
Reinvestment Commission to provide inde-
pendent counsel to Congress and the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services on pol-
icy issues associated with recruitment, re-
tention, research, and reinvestment in the 
profession of social work, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WEBB (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 2859. A bill to amend the Family Edu-
cational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 to 
clarify limits on disclosure of student health 
records, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
MARTINEZ): 

S. 2860. A bill to diminish predatory lend-
ing by enhancing appraisal quality and 
standards, to improve appraisal oversight, to 
ensure mortgage appraiser independence, to 
provide for enhanced remedies and enforce-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
AKAKA): 

S. 2861. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prohibit the imposition 
of a separate fee for electronic filing of re-
turns and statements for individuals, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. CLINTON): 
S. 2862. A bill to provide for National 

Science Foundation and National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration utiliza-
tion of the Arecibo Observatory; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. VITTER: 
S. 2863. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to provide a Federal in-
come tax credit for certain stem cell re-
search expenditures; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

By Mr. AKAKA: 
S. 2864. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to include improvement in 
quality of life in the objectives of training 
and rehabilitation for veterans with service- 
connected disabilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. KERRY, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Ms. COLLINS, and Mr. 
KENNEDY): 

S. 2865. A bill to permit qualified with-
drawals from a capital construction fund ac-
count under chapter 535 of title 46, United 
States Code, for gear or equipment required 
for fishery conservation or safety of life at 
sea without regard to the minimum cost re-
quirement established by regulation; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. REID (for Mrs. CLINTON): 
S. 2866. A bill to require greater disclosure 

of senior corporate officer compensation, to 
empower shareholders and investors to pro-
tect themselves from fraud, to limit con-
flicts of interest in determining senior cor-
porate officer compensation, to ensure integ-
rity in Federal contracting, to close cor-
porate tax loopholes utilized to subsidize 
senior corporate officer compensation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself and 
Mrs. HUTCHISON): 

S. 2867. A bill to authorize additional re-
sources to identify and eliminate illicit 
sources of firearms smuggled into Mexico for 
use by violent drug trafficking organiza-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
KERRY): 

S. Res. 514. A resolution congratulating the 
Boston College men’s ice hockey team on 
winning the 2008 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I National Ice 
Hockey Championship; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
REED, Mr. BIDEN, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. Res. 515. A resolution commemorating 
the life and work of Dith Pran; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LUGAR (for himself, Mr. BIDEN, 
Mr. KERRY, Mr. FEINGOLD, and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. Res. 516. A resolution solemnly com-
memorating the 25th anniversary of the 
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