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worldwide greenhouse gases all because 
we’re tilling up our farmland. 

I have here a map of the United 
States. Now we’re also finding out 
where the Mississippi River dumps into 
the Gulf of Mexico, there is a dead 
zone, and there is a dead zone there for 
various reasons. But because we’re 
plowing up all in the Midwest this 
farmland and making corn, which 
takes a lot of fertilizer, that fertilizer 
is going down the Mississippi River, 
and the dead zone at the mouth of the 
Mississippi River is getting bigger. 
‘‘Dead zone’’ means exactly what it 
says: Nothing grows there and fish 
don’t live there, all because of this con-
cept of ethanol. 

So what are we doing about it? Well, 
first thing Congress did, we’re going to 
punish those oil companies, those 
American oil companies, and we are 
going to tax them, raise the taxes on 
these oil companies, and that’s what 
Congress did. Now it’s a simple eco-
nomic fact. You tax something, you get 
less of it. What does that mean? That 
means if you tax something, you’re 
going to get less production. You’re 
going to get less production of crude 
oil. 

Now, we don’t drill off our own 
shores. We’re the only Nation in the 
world that doesn’t take care of our-
selves with the natural resources that 
we have been given. The only place we 
drill offshore, Mr. Speaker, is right 
here in this blue zone off the State of 
Texas where I’m from, off the State of 
Louisiana and parts of Mississippi and 
Alabama. But you see in all of these 
areas that are red on this map, there is 
crude oil out there in the ocean, but we 
don’t drill out there even though crude 
oil is there. 

In fact, we’re going to see some new 
platforms out in the Gulf of Mexico, 
but they’re not from America. Right 
here off the coast of Florida, right 
there at the tip, there is an oil site, but 
we’re not drilling there because we 
don’t drill offshore. So the next oil rig 
you will see out in the Gulf of Mexico 
will be built by the Cubans and the 
Chinese. They’re drilling in areas that 
we ought to be drilling in because it 
has been said in this House we can’t 
drill offshore safely. That is wrong. 

I live in the area that was hit by 
Katrina and Hurricane Rita, and when 
those two hurricanes came through 
that area, 700 offshore rigs were dam-
aged or destroyed. But yet, we didn’t 
hear one word about crude oil seepage 
from the Gulf of Mexico because it did 
not happen. 

We have the greatest technology in 
the world for drilling, and we can drill 
safely, we’ve proven that. We’ve drilled 
safely, and we will continue to drill 
safely. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

ENVIROMENTAL GROUPS ARE 
DRIVING UP THE PRICE OF GAS-
OLINE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, oil prices 
have reached $112, $113 a barrel, an all- 
time high. Gas prices have reached an 
average of $3.50 a gallon and in some 
places even higher, and the only people 
who seem to be happy about this are 
Sierra Club and some of these other en-
vironmental groups. I have noticed 
that almost all of these environmental 
radicals or environmental extremists 
seem to come from very wealthy or 
very upper-income families. They are 
elitist types, and perhaps they’re not 
concerned when their policies destroy 
jobs and drive up prices because who 
they’re really hurting are the poor and 
the lower income and the working peo-
ple in this country. 

As the previous speaker, Mr. POE, 
pointed out, now some of these envi-
ronmental groups, their policies are 
causing food prices to go up worldwide 
and, in many countries, leading to 
starvation. But once again, the envi-
ronmentalists are hurting the poor and 
the lower-income and the working peo-
ple. So perhaps they don’t care. 

About a year and a half ago in one of 
my newsletters I wrote this: I said, 
many experts are still predicting that 
the price of oil, and thus the price of 
gas, is going to go way back up. Envi-
ronmental groups think this is good be-
cause it will force people to drive less. 
However, many people already have 
difficulty paying their gas bills, espe-
cially people from small towns in rural 
areas where many people have to drive 
long distances to go to work. 

And I might add, Mr. Speaker, that 
when you drive these gas prices up, as 
some of these environmental groups 
want, to $4, or $5, or $6 a gallon so peo-
ple will drive less, you’ll put the final 
nails in the coffins of some of the small 
towns in rural areas. The environ-
mental groups loudly complain about 
urban sprawl, but yet their policies are 
leading to more urban sprawl as they 
continue to drive up these gas prices. 

Syndicated columnist Walter Wil-
liams wrote recently, ‘‘If I were an 
OPEC big cheese, I would easily con-
clude I could restrict output and 
charge higher prices were U.S. oil drill-
ing restricted. I would see environ-
mental groups as allies and make 
‘charitable’ contributions to help them 
reduce U.S. output,’’ and that’s some-
thing I thought for quite some time 
that these OPEC and countries and for-
eign energy producers I’m sure are con-
tributing big money to these environ-
mental groups, and they’re receiving 
huge multi-million dollar contribu-
tions that they were refusing to dis-
close the source of. 

Leonardo Mangeri, of the Italian en-
ergy company ENI, said, there are 

proven oil reserves now, economically 
and technologically recoverable, of 1.1 
trillion barrels, or 38 years of world 
usage. In addition, he says there are 
another 2 trillion barrels of recoverable 
reserves that will be obtainable as 
technology improves over the next few 
years. 

Also, the International Energy Ad-
ministration, Mr. Speaker, estimates 
that at current prices, it will be eco-
nomic to recover at least another 2 
trillion barrels of petroleum from tar 
sands and oil shale. 

Just a couple of months ago, I wrote 
in another newsletter this: Gas prices 
are far too high and probably will go 
even higher. They could be much lower, 
but very powerful environmental 
groups want them to go higher so peo-
ple will drive less. Thus, we have put 85 
percent or 611 million acres of the 
outer continental shelf off limits to oil 
production. We will not allow drilling 
in 99.9 percent of Alaska where oil 
could be found, and have prohibited or 
restricted production in other parts of 
the U.S. 

We’ve also placed so many rules, reg-
ulations and red tape on all types of 
domestic energy production that small- 
and medium-sized businesses cannot 
compete or even enter these industries 
in the first place. All of these produc-
tions can be done in environmentally 
safe ways. Some of these environ-
mental groups help the big business gi-
ants and foreign energy producers tre-
mendously, but they are really hurting 
lower- and middle-income people. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. BALDWIN) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

God of the founders of this Nation, 
who has shown us mercy throughout 
our history, be attentive to Your peo-
ple and our needs today. In Your wis-
dom, You have established us as stew-
ards of creation. Guide the Members of 
Congress and all citizens of this great 
land in their work today. 

May the dignity of their enterprise 
bear results, which will unite Your peo-
ple and bring about a prosperity that 
will embrace the least in our midst and 
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reveal the generosity of those richly 
endowed so to give You ever greater 
glory, both now and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HARE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ECONOMY AND EFFORTS TO PASS 
SECOND ECONOMIC STIMULUS 
PACKAGE 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, with thousands of Americans losing 
their homes and jobs, skyrocketing 
costs for basic items such as gas prices 
at an all-time high, Americans every-
where are feeling the negative impact 
of these failed economic policies that 
we are living under. 

Congress has already enacted an eco-
nomic stimulus package that will pro-
vide relief to families in need. Last 
week, House Democrats called on 
President Bush to again work in a bi-
partisan manner on a second stimulus 
package, one that would help our econ-
omy get back on track. 

House Democrats are also working on 
legislation to help 1.5 million Amer-
ican families to avoid foreclosure. This 
legislation goes further than the Presi-
dent’s plan to help only 100,000 home-
owners. This one goes to 1.5 million. 

Congressional Democrats are pro-
posing strong initiatives that will help 
stabilize the housing market and help 
jump-start an economy that is simply 
leaving just too many people behind. 

f 

THE PELOSI RECESSION 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, taxes 
are a function of spending. If you spend 
more, you must tax more. 

The spending budget we passed pre-
viously is predicated on the largest tax 
increase in American history. Tax in-
creases are coming to all Americans. 
Tax increases are on autopilot. 

Without even a vote, tax levels are 
going to snap back up to the old levels, 
the levels that existed before the 2001 
and 2003 tax reductions. In other words, 
doing nothing is doing something. 

One of the reasons for the uncer-
tainty in the market is because people 
know these tax increases are coming. 
All marginal income tax rates will in-
crease, capital gains rates will in-
crease, the marriage tax penalty will 
come back, the child tax credit will de-
crease, the death tax will jump back up 
to 55 percent. This will hurt the econ-
omy. 

The Democratic leaders have blocked 
free trade with Colombia, they have 
blocked efforts to produce more oil and 
natural gas resources, they have 
blocked lower taxes. All this will hurt 
the economy. 

People are beginning to call this the 
Pelosi recession. Maybe they are right. 

f 

HONORING EVA GEIRINGER 
SCHLOSS 

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and commend Eva 
Geiringer Schloss for her efforts to 
educate our Nation about the evils of 
racism and hate. 

Eva was born in Austria in 1929. 
When the Nazis invaded, she and her 
family went into hiding in Amsterdam 
until they were arrested on Eva’s 15th 
birthday. 

Eva was sent to Auschwitz, where she 
endured the daily degradation of the 
concentration camp that robbed so 
many of their lives. Eva’s father and 
brother were killed in the Holocaust. 
She and her mother were liberated by 
the Russian army. 

Eva Geiringer Schloss has traveled 
throughout the United States edu-
cating thousands of people about the 
dangers of unchecked prejudice and 
hate. A play based on Eva’s life enti-
tled ‘‘And Then They Came for Me’’ has 
been presented all over the country and 
will be performed in my district to 
mark the Holocaust Remembrance. 

It is my honor to recognize Eva, a 
courageous woman who endured un-
imaginable brutality and has dedicated 
her life to fighting injustice. 

f 

HONORING RIC FLAIR 

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to honor the career of a man 
whom I am proud to call both a con-
stituent and a friend. 

Ric Flair’s professional wrestling ca-
reer of 36 years, in which he enter-
tained millions of people around the 
world, recently came to a close. He will 
be forever known as an innovator, a 

pioneer, and, perhaps, the greatest that 
his industry has ever seen. By any 
standard, Ric Flair is a living legend. 

He is recognized all over the world, 
but he calls Charlotte, North Carolina, 
home. On his way to being named a 
record 16-time world champion, he be-
came famous for his bleached blond 
hair, his designer suits, and his char-
ismatic on-stage persona, while dishing 
out his trademark chops, and, of 
course, the dreaded Figure Four 
Leglock. 

On March 29, 2008, Ric Flair became 
the first active wrestler to be ever in-
ducted into the WWE Hall of Fame. 
Often imitated, but never duplicated, 
his legacy will forever be synonymous 
with the world of professional wres-
tling. He is a fixture at Carolina Hurri-
canes games and Panthers games in 
our State. The joy and emotion that 
Ric Flair’s very presence evokes will 
continue on for a very, very long time. 

Today I honor the career of Nature 
Boy and congratulate Charlotte’s fa-
vorite son, Ric Flair. 

Woooo! 
f 

TAX BENEFITS AND RELIEFS 
(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, today 
is the dreaded April 15, and I, like mil-
lions and millions of Americans, have 
filed my returns and those for my 
mother and others. 

This Congress has tried to provide 
and has provided relief for middle-class 
taxpayers and middle-income tax-
payers and extended those tax benefits. 
We have also passed relief for the peo-
ple who pay the alternative minimum 
tax. 

But with the stimulus package, we 
provide moneys for people to get a re-
fund. But to get that refund, people 
have to file their taxes. Be sure and file 
your taxes, and if your income is 
$75,000 or less or $150,000 for a couple, 
you can get your stimulus relief pack-
age passed by this Congress. 

We wish our moneys weren’t going to 
rebuild Baghdad and for war efforts, 
but with the work of this Congress, one 
day we will have peace, we won’t be 
spending the money in Baghdad, and 
we will be spending the money in 
America to rebuild our infrastructure. 

f 

THE WASHINGTON ELITES 
(Mr. POE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the Wash-
ington elites are trying to rule the land 
like a monarchy, claiming they know 
best for what they consider the peas-
ants in the vast rural areas. 

Those elitists grew up in privilege 
and look down on the rest of the coun-
try. The elitists in the imperial king-
dom of Washington, DC feel it’s their 
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