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Dr. DeBakey has received a Presi-

dential Medal of Freedom and the Na-
tional Medal of Science, as well as 
awards from the American Medical As-
sociation, the American Heart Associa-
tion, and the Academy of Surgical Re-
search. 

We are honored to authorize the use 
of the Capitol Rotunda to present Dr. 
DeBakey with the Congressional Gold 
Medal, and again, I thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan for his support. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I with-
draw my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the Senate concurrent 

resolution is as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 71 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 

SECTION 1. USE OF THE ROTUNDA OF 
THE CAPITOL FOR THE PRESENTATION 
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

The rotunda of the United States Capitol is 
authorized to be used on April 23, 2008, for 
the presentation of the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Michael Ellis DeBakey, M.D. Phys-
ical preparations for the conduct of the cere-
mony shall be carried out in accordance with 
such conditions as may be prescribed by the 
Architect of the Capitol. 

The Senate concurrent resolution 
was concurred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks in the 
RECORD on the concurrent resolution 
just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

b 1500 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5719, TAXPAYER ASSIST-
ANCE AND SIMPLIFICATION ACT 
OF 2008 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 1102 and ask for 
its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1102 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 5719) to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to conform re-
turn preparer penalty standards, delay im-
plementation of withholding taxes on gov-
ernment contractors, enhance taxpayer pro-
tections, assist low-income taxpayers, and 
for other purposes. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived 

except those arising under clause 9 or 10 of 
rule XXI. The amendment in the nature of a 
substitute recommended by the Committee 
on Ways and Means now printed in the bill 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions of the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, to final passage without in-
tervening motion except: (1) one hour of de-
bate equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee on Ways and Means; and (2) 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 5719 
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding 
the operation of the previous question, the 
Chair may postpone further consideration of 
the bill to such time as may be designated by 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Ms. SUTTON. For the purpose of de-
bate only, I yield the customary 30 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS). All time yielded during 
consideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous materials into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SUTTON. I yield myself such 

time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 1102 provides for 

consideration of H.R. 5719, the Tax-
payer Assistance and Simplification 
Act of 2008, under a closed rule. The 
rule provides for 1 hour of debate on 
the bill controlled by the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Mr. Speaker, today, April 15, is Tax 
Day, which has long been a source of 
stress and anxiety for many working 
families. However, today we will bring 
good news. We will consider legislation 
that will alleviate many of the tax-re-
lated difficulties Americans face today 
and throughout the year. This legisla-
tion will streamline the tax filing proc-
ess for individuals and businesses as 
well as improve IRS customer service 
and strengthen privacy protections. 

The Taxpayer Assistance and Sim-
plification Act is also fully paid for by 
ensuring funds from tax-advantaged 
health savings accounts will be used 
for qualified health care expenses, and 
by temporarily delaying a withholding 
requirement on government payments 
to contractors. 

It also contains provisions to 
strengthen the integrity of the Tax 
Code, making it simpler and fairer for 
all Americans. It eliminates incentives 
for U.S. companies to outsource work 
by ensuring they cannot escape paying 

employment taxes on government 
workers. 

In addition, this legislation will also 
prevent thousands of elderly and dis-
abled individuals from owing employ-
ment taxes for in-home care workers 
provided through State and local gov-
ernment programs. 

This legislation also improves IRS 
service and outreach to low-income 
taxpayers in several ways. First, it al-
lows IRS employees to refer taxpayers 
requiring assistance with tax cases to 
qualified low-income taxpayer clinics. 
It also requires that the IRS notify 
taxpayers of their potential eligibility 
for the Earned Income Tax Credit, 
which has been the largest need-based, 
anti-poverty program in the United 
States, lifting millions of Americans 
out of poverty every single year. 

GAO estimates that in 2004, Ameri-
cans failed to claim $8 billion in earned 
income tax credits, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars in my home State of 
Ohio alone. These credits have the po-
tential to help strengthen families and 
their financial security while also ben-
efiting our communities at large by 
stimulating local economic develop-
ment and job growth. And in order to 
ensure that eligible families can con-
tinue to take advantage of the earned 
income tax credit, this legislation au-
thorizes an annual $10 million grant to 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, or 
VITA, programs. VITA provides free 
assistance to qualified low-income tax-
payers, thanks to these grants as well 
as the assistance of dedicated volun-
teers across the country. 

The availability of these valuable 
services makes it unnecessary for 
working families to turn to high-cost 
tax preparers and unscrupulous organi-
zations engaging in predatory practices 
like offering what is called ‘‘Refund 
Anticipation Loans.’’ 

The Taxpayer Assistance and Sim-
plification Act also includes several 
provisions to strengthen privacy pro-
tections and government account-
ability. Importantly, it prohibits the 
IRS from providing individual taxpayer 
information to private entities employ-
ing predatory loan tactics. And it re-
quires the IRS to notify taxpayers of 
suspected identity theft and fraud. It 
also takes the important step of repeal-
ing the authority of the IRS to con-
tract with private debt collection agen-
cies. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no duty more 
central to the functioning of the Fed-
eral Government than the collection of 
its revenue. But under the Bush Ad-
ministration, this inherently govern-
mental responsibility has been farmed 
out to private collectors who keep up 
to 25 percent of the tax revenues they 
collect. The program has caused confu-
sion and aggravation for many tax-
payers because these private debt col-
lectors frequently demand sensitive 
personal information without revealing 
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