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SENATE—Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN-
JAMIN L. CARDIN, a Senator from the 
State of Maryland. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, how excellent is Your 

Name in all the Earth. Our praise can 
never match Your glory and majesty. 
Your grace gives worth even to the 
least of our efforts, so use us to fulfill 
Your purposes. 

Give the Members of this body a new 
vision of Your glory. Help them to see 
that no obstacle is so difficult, no chal-
lenge so great, no setback so irrevers-
ible that Your purposes will not pre-
vail. Free them to depend on You more 
deeply as they wait patiently for You 
to replenish their spirits. Lord, speak 
to our Senators so that their words 
may reflect the tenor of Your truth 
and the tone of Your grace. Father, let 
Your Name be magnified, for the king-
dom, the power, and the glory belong 
to You. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 16, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of Senator 
MCCONNELL, if he chooses to make any 
this morning, there will be a period of 
morning business for 1 hour, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each, with the time 
equally divided and controlled by the 
two leaders or their designees. The ma-
jority will control the first half, and 
the Republicans will control the second 
half. 

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the 
highway corrections bill. There will be 
no rollcall votes between 10 and 11 be-
cause the Pope is at the White House. 
I have spoken to staff, and I think we 
should be on a pathway of finishing 
this bill today. I hope so. I hope it is 
not necessary to file cloture on the 
bill. If that is necessary, I will file clo-
ture this afternoon, and a vote will 
occur on Friday morning. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now proceed to a period of 
morning business, with the time di-
vided and controlled by the two leaders 
or their designees, with the majority 
controlling the first half of the time 
and the Republicans controlling the 
final half. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

VIRGINIA TECH TRAGEDY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 1 
year ago today, a tragedy struck the 
campus of Virginia Tech, where the 
lives of 32 students and faculty mem-
bers were tragically cut short in what 
was the worst campus shooting in U.S. 
history. We remember with sadness the 
terrible loss we all suffered that day 
while we all mourned with the Virginia 

Tech family. Our prayers go out to ev-
eryone in the Virginia Tech commu-
nity who is remembering a loved one 
on this day. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I would 
like 5 minutes to talk about the judge 
situation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is recognized. 

f 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, No. 1, I 
wish to acknowledge the progress that 
was made yesterday between Senator 
MCCONNELL and Senator REID regard-
ing an impasse over circuit court nomi-
nations. 

The average, I believe, for the last 2 
years of a Presidential term when the 
opposing party had control of the Sen-
ate, was 15 circuit court nominations 
being confirmed by the Senate. At this 
point, we are at seven. 

As I understand, an agreement 
reached yesterday between Senator 
REID and Senator MCCONNELL will 
allow three circuit court judges to be 
moved forward by the May 23 recess. I 
appreciate that progress. 

I live in the State of South Carolina, 
which is in the Fourth Judicial Circuit. 
We have a judicial emergency on hand 
there. A third of the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals is vacant. We have 
two nominees, one from South Carolina 
and one from North Carolina, who have 
been awaiting hearings and confirma-
tion for well over 200 days now. 

I urge my colleagues to allow these 
fine candidates for the judiciary to 
move forward and the Senate get on 
about its business when it comes to 
judges. What I worry the most about is, 
over the last 4 or 5 years, we have had 
an experience with judges pretty much 
unknown to the Senate. There are a lot 
of anecdotal stories, a lot of cases in 
the past where people slow walked. I 
can only speak to my time here. I was 
involved in the Gang of 14 to make sure 
the Senate did not do something that 
would haunt the body for years to 
come. The Gang of 14 was a bipartisan 
effort to make sure filibustering judges 
would be done only in extraordinary 
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