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about the issue, the month of April has 
been designated ‘‘National Child Abuse 
Prevention Month,’’ an annual tradi-
tion that was initiated in 1979 by 
former President Jimmy Carter. As we 
focus more closely on the prevention of 
child abuse this month, awareness and 
prevention of Shaken Baby Syndrome 
should be an important component of 
these efforts. 

The facts demonstrate the need for 
our efforts: Based on the most recent 
statistics available, about 1530 children 
died of abuse in 2006. While each of 
those deaths is a tragedy, it is esti-
mated that 300 of those children were 
victims of an inflicted head injury. 
Nearly all of those children were under 
5 years of age, and two-thirds had not 
reached their first birthday. The total 
annual cost of child abuse and neglect 
in the United States is estimated to be 
$103.8 billion a year. 

However, there is good news: Pro-
grams that educate new parents about 
the danger of shaking and how they 
can protect their child have been 
shown to be remarkably effective. 
Eleven years ago, a pilot project to 
educate parents before they left the 
hospital began in Buffalo, New York. 
Since that time, the incidence of in-
flicted head injury is 50 percent lower 
in the Buffalo area. Today, New York 
and eight other States require hos-
pitals to provide parents with edu-
cation that gives them the knowledge 
to keep their children safe, and re-
gional and local programs have begun 
in other States. Since Texas began in 
1998, several states now require that li-
censed child care providers be trained 
about the causes, consequence and pre-
vention of Shaken Baby Syndrome, im-
portant knowledge when more than 8 
million children under age 5 are in 
child care during the work week. In 
Wisconsin, Illinois and New York, edu-
cation programs are being designed for 
middle-school and high-school stu-
dents: tomorrow’s parents, tonight’s 
babysitters. 

While awareness of the vulnerability 
of young children to inflicted brain in-
juries is important, we are learning 
that effective education programs work 
best when they enlist the support of 
parents and other caregivers, and give 
them the knowledge and techniques 
they need to keep young children safe. 

I, like many of my colleagues, am a 
parent. My children are still young and 
my parenting memories are perhaps 
more fresh than those of some other 
members. The overwhelming majority 
of my memories are ones I will cherish 
for a lifetime. But, I also recall exhaus-
tion, anxiety and moments of frustra-
tion and anger. While national surveys 
show such moments are a normal part 
of being a parent, they are rarely spo-
ken of. 

Education and awareness can give 
every parent the opportunity to learn 
how to cope with frustrating moments, 

and to keep their children safe. Under-
standing this, last year I introduced 
the Shaken Baby Syndrome Awareness 
Act of 2007. This initiative provides for 
the creation of a public health cam-
paign, including the development of a 
National Action Plan to identify effec-
tive, evidence-based strategies for pre-
vention and awareness of Shaken Baby 
Syndrome, and establishment of a 
cross-disciplinary advisory council to 
help coordinate national efforts. 
Through this legislation I hope to re-
duce the number of children injured or 
killed by abusive head trauma, and ul-
timately eliminate Shaken Baby Syn-
drome. 

With the support of the Centers for 
Disease Control, in 2008 Pennsylvania 
and North Carolina will begin state-
wide initiatives to support the efforts 
of hospitals to educate new parents. 
This builds on the program that began 
11 years ago in Buffalo, New York and 
it builds on the efforts of doctors, 
nurses, educators, child care providers, 
prevention organizations and parent 
advocates across America who have 
been working to prevent Shaken Baby 
Syndrome and other inflicted abuse. 

I would like to recognize those ef-
forts, and the efforts of many others, 
including those formed by parents and 
relatives of children who have been 
killed or injured by shaking, who work 
to increase awareness of how parents 
can help protect their children from 
this devastating form of child abuse. 
Among those who are working toward 
the end of preventing the tragedy of 
child abuse and who are supportive of 
this resolution are: Association of Uni-
versity Centers on Disabilities, Brain 
Injury Association of America, Child 
Welfare League of America, Children’s 
Healthcare is a Legal Duty, Children’s 
Safety Network, Congress of Neuro-
logical Surgeons, Easter Seals, Hannah 
Rose Foundation, National Association 
of Child Care Resource & Referral 
Agencies, National Association of 
State Head Injury Administrators, Na-
tional Center for Learning Disabilities, 
National Child Abuse Coalition, Na-
tional Exchange Club Foundation, Pre-
vent Child Abuse America, Shaken 
Baby Prevention, Inc., Shaken Baby 
Syndrome Prevention Plus, The Arc of 
the United States, The Center for Child 
Protection and Family Support, The 
National Association of Children’s Hos-
pitals and Related Institutions, The 
National Shaken Baby Coalition, 
United Cerebral Palsy, Voices for 
America’s Children, D.C. Children’s 
Trust Fund, and National Family Part-
nership. I would like to thank Senators 
MENENDEZ, CASEY, BAYH, CLINTON, 
SCHUMER, HATCH, MURRAY for their 
support of this worthwhile initiative. 

I urge the Senate to adopt this reso-
lution designating the third week of 
April 2008 as ‘‘National Shaken Baby 
Syndrome Awareness Week,’’ and I 
urge members who take part in the 

many local and national activities and 
events recognizing the month of April 
as National Child Abuse Prevention 
Month to take the opportunity to visit 
a local hospital, child care center or 
school, learn what they are doing to 
help parents protect their children 
from injury and recognize those efforts. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4529. Mr. NELSON of Nebraska sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 1195, to amend 
the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for 
Users to make technical corrections, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 4530. Mr. NELSON of Nebraska sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill H.R. 1195, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4531. Mr. WEBB (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 1195, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4532. Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr. 
WEBB) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 1195, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4533. Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself and 
Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by her to the bill H.R. 
1195, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 4534. Mr. BOND submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 1195, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4535. Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself 
and Mr. MENENDEZ) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 1195, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4536. Mr. CARDIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 1195, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4537. Mr. MARTINEZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 1195, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 4538. Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. OBAMA, Mrs. CLINTON, and Mrs. 
MCCASKILL) proposed an amendment to 
amendment SA 4146 proposed by Mrs. BOXER 
to the bill H.R. 1195, supra. 

SA 4539. Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. OBAMA, and Mr. NELSON of 
Florida) proposed an amendment to amend-
ment SA 4146 proposed by Mrs. BOXER to the 
bill H.R. 1195, supra. 

SA 4540. Mr. COBURN proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 4539 proposed by 
Mrs. BOXER (for herself, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
OBAMA, and Mr. NELSON of Florida) to the 
amendment SA 4146 proposed by Mrs. BOXER 
to the bill H.R. 1195, supra. 

SA 4541. Mr. COLEMAN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 1195, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4529. Mr. NELSON of Nebraska 
submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
1195, to amend the Safe, Accountable, 
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