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stories like this before, but I always 
felt that the veterans were getting the 
quality of care that we were paying for 
as taxpayers, and they were being 
taken care of. And yet my friend from 
my childhood was being mistreated, in 
my opinion. 

His sister finally got him out of there 
and took him to her house. And the day 
after she took him to her house, be-
cause of the stress he was under, he had 
a heart attack. He went to the hospital 
and they put two stints in him and he 
did survive. 

Don’t misunderstand, Mr. Speaker, I 
think the people that serve in our vet-
erans hospitals for the most part do an 
outstanding job. The nurses and the 
doctors who serve our veterans do a 
good job, but there are occasions when 
the care is not just less than adequate, 
it’s almost criminally inadequate. 

b 1915 

And this is one of the cases that real-
ly bothers me. And I’m going to call for 
a complete investigation of the Com-
munity Residential Care program and 
the people who provide it at the Indian-
apolis Roudebush Hospital, not because 
I don’t think that most of the people 
who work at the hospital do a good job, 
because I think they do, but I think 
there’s a dereliction of responsibility 
in this Community Residential Care 
program that needs to be corrected and 
it needs to be corrected very, very 
quickly. 

We shouldn’t have a veteran in a 
room in a house with the windows 
sealed so he can’t get out in the event 
of an emergency. We shouldn’t have 
him taking oxygen with a dog that’s 
going to come in the room and chew on 
his oxygen tube. We shouldn’t have 
people that are leaving the premises 
unattended with four veterans in there 
on a weekend and telling their rel-
atives, well, you ought to take him 
someplace else because there won’t be 
anybody here, and if they are here, 
they leave the food on the stove so 
they can get their own food. And these 
people, many of them, are mentally 
challenged, like my friend is. He’s had 
some psychological problems. 

Let me just say in closing, Mr. 
Speaker, this is something that needs 
to be addressed. There needs to be an 
investigation of the Community Resi-
dential Care program in Indianapolis, 
and if it’s like this in other parts of the 
country, we need to have a national in-
vestigation. 
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JOSIAH AND KATHLEEN PIERCE, 
2007 NATIONAL TREE FARMERS 
OF THE YEAR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to congratulate two of my con-

stituents, Josiah and Kathleen Pierce 
of Baldwin, Maine, for being selected as 
the 2007 National Outstanding Tree 
Farmers of the Year. 

Jo and Kathy were selected by the 
American Tree Farm System for their 
sustainable management of approxi-
mately 2,000 acres of woodland in 
Southern Maine. Part of the property 
has been in Jo Pierce’s family for six 
generations. 

Jo describes his management philos-
ophy as 100-year thinking about pre-
serving the land’s ability to pay for 
itself by periodic logging and yet main-
taining the diversity of plant and ani-
mal life that can only be found in and 
around old forests. 

Jo and Kathy’s grandchildren rep-
resent one measure of long-term man-
agement. Jo wants them to marvel at 
rare and unusual plants and animals 
that are otherwise frequently lost to 
short-sighted harvesting. Jo and Kathy 
keep their property open to the public 
for hiking, hunting, and other tradi-
tional uses. They want other people to 
experience their own attachment to 
the land. 

The award recognizes Jo and Kathy’s 
civic contributions. In particular, Jo’s 
service as president of the Small Wood-
land Owners Association of Maine, an 
influential State advocacy group, dem-
onstrated his interest in sharing his 
knowledge of sustainable forest man-
agement with other owners. 

The award is also a tribute to Rene 
Noel, the forester who advises Jo and 
Kathy about best practices with re-
spect to management of their land. 

Maine is a small State. I am particu-
larly pleased to recognize Jo and 
Kathy’s achievement because Jo and I 
have known each other for many years. 
Our fathers were friends. We share a 
similar perspective about our forest 
property, and we share the same for-
ester. 

In Maine and across the country, 
much of our forest land is in private 
hands and often in relatively small lots 
owned by individuals. The future qual-
ity of our forests, and the diversity of 
life they sustain, depends in large part 
on the knowledge and commitment of 
their owners, especially to their ‘‘100- 
year thinking’’ about sustainable man-
agement. 

Jo and Kathy Pierce, National Out-
standing Tree Farmers of 2007, are 
models for how other forest landowners 
can use, protect, and preserve for fu-
ture generations the woodland habitat 
they own today. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand once again before this body with yet an-
other Sunset Memorial. 

It is April 16, 2008, in the land of the free 
and the home of the brave, and before the 
sun set today in America, almost 4,000 more 
defenseless unborn children were killed by 
abortion on demand—just today. That is more 
than the number of innocent American lives 
that were lost on September 11th, only it hap-
pens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,868 days since 
the travesty called Roe v. Wade was handed 
down. Since then, the very foundation of this 
Nation has been stained by the blood of al-
most 50 million of our own children. 

Some of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and 
screamed as they died, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over their vocal cords 
instead of air, we couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. 

They were each just little babies who had 
done nothing wrong to anyone. Each one of 
them died a nameless and lonely death. And 
each of their mothers, whether she realizes it 
immediately or not, will never be the same. 
And all the gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost forever. 

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy, 
this generation clings to a blind, invincible ig-
norance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet 
unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it is important for 
those of us in this Chamber to remind our-
selves again of why we are really all here. 

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of human 
life and its happiness and not its destruction is 
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.’’ 

The phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says: ‘‘No state 
shall deprive any person of life, liberty or prop-
erty without due process of law.’’ Mr. Speaker, 
protecting the lives of our innocent citizens 
and their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. It is our sworn oath. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
that clarion Declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core self-evident truth. It has made us 
the beacon of hope for the entire world. It is 
who we are. 

And yet Mr. Speaker, another day has 
passed, and we in this body have failed again 
to honor that foundational commitment. We 
failed our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibility as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 
more innocent American babies who died 
today without the protection that we should 
have given them. 

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude, in the hope 
that perhaps someone new who heard this 
sunset memorial tonight will finally embrace 
the truth that abortion really does kill little ba-
bies, that it hurts mothers in ways that we can 
never express, and that 12,868 days spent 
killing nearly 50 million unborn children in 
America is enough; and that the America that 
rejected human slavery and marched into Eu-
rope to arrest the Nazi Holocaust, is still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
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better way for mothers and their babies than 
abortion on demand. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too 
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of the innocent unborn. May that be the 
day we find the humanity, the courage, and 
the will to embrace together our human and 
our constitutional duty to protect the least of 
these, our tiny American brothers and sisters, 
from this murderous scourge upon our Nation 
called abortion on demand. 

It is April 16, 2008—12,868 days since Roe 
v. Wade first stained the foundation of this Na-
tion with the blood of its own children—this, in 
the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

f 

FORMER PRESIDENT JIMMY 
CARTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker and my col-
leagues, I rise to condemn the fact that 
former President Jimmy Carter on Fri-
day is going to Damascus to meet with 
the senior Hamas leader. This is really 
a disgrace, and, frankly, I think that 
Jimmy Carter embarrasses himself by 
doing so. 

Hamas is a terrorist organization. It 
is designated a terrorist organization 
by both the United States and the Eu-
ropean Union. Hamas has been respon-
sible for the murders of 26 Americans, 
and I would like to read the names and 
I would like to submit into the RECORD 
this list of the 26 Americans that have 
been murdered by Hamas: 

Yitzhak Weinstock of California, 
Nachshon Wachsman of New York, 
Sara Duker of New Jersey, Matthew 
Eisenfeld of Connecticut, Ira Weinstein 
of New York, David Boim of New York, 
Yael Botwin of California, Leah Stern 
of New Jersey, Malka Roth of New 
York, Judith Greenbaum of New Jer-
sey, Marla Bennett of California, Ben-
jamin Blutstein of Pennsylvania, Dina 
Carter of North Carolina, Janice Ruth 
Coulter of Massachusetts, David Gritz 
of Massachusetts, Rabbi Eli Horowitz 
of Illinois, Dina Horowitz of Florida, 
Alan Beer of Ohio, Tzvi Goldstein of 
New York, Goldie Taubenfeld of New 
York, Shmuel Taubenfeld of New York, 
Tehilla Nathanson of New York, 
Yitzhak Reinitz of New York, 
Mordechai Reinitz of New York, David 
Applebaum of Ohio, and Nava 
Applebaum of Ohio. 

Twenty-six American citizens killed 
by Hamas, and yet Jimmy Carter 
would shake the hand of the leading 
Hamas terrorist with blood on his 
hands. Shame on Jimmy Carter. 

Today Jimmy Carter was in the West 
Bank and met with another Hamas 

leader and laid a wreath at the grave of 
Yasser Arafat. Isn’t that really some-
thing? 

Hamas does not recognize Israel’s 
right to exist, does not renounce vio-
lence and terrorism, and refuses to 
abide by all previous agreements 
signed by previous Palestinian Govern-
ments. And yet Jimmy Carter would 
shake the hands of murderers and ter-
rorists with blood dripping from their 
hands. It’s no wonder that the Daily 
Star in Lebanon has an article today 
saying ‘‘Jimmy Carter, a Fool on a 
Fool’s Errand.’’ It’s surely disgraceful. 
This is a new low. 

Jimmy Carter wrote a book, ‘‘Pal-
estine: Peace not Apartheid,’’ and fab-
ricated portions in that book. I spoke 
with the former leader of the Carter 
Center, who said he was with Jimmy 
Carter on a number of these meetings 
and the accounts that Jimmy Carter 
wrote in his book were absolutely in-
correct and falsified because he was in 
the meetings with Jimmy Carter and 
took notes. 

So I just want to say that I think all 
freedom-loving people ought to con-
demn any kind of meetings with terror-
ists. To meet with terrorists only en-
courages them to do more terrorism so 
that they can be players. It’s truly a 
sad day when a former President of the 
United States will shake hands and 
greet the leading terrorist, the leader 
of the leading terrorist organization, 
Hamas, a man who was responsible for 
the deaths of 26 Americans, countless 
more, with blood dripping from his 
hands. It is truly a shame. I believe 
that we should all condemn it. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. ENGEL. I yield to the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to commend the gentleman 
for the courage and the leadership that 
he is providing on the very important 
issue of standing up for Israel and the 
right of Israel to survive and how much 
I have enjoyed working with the gen-
tleman from New York on this issue 
and for him to come to the floor and 
make these comments and voice my 
total agreement with the sentiments 
that he is stating here tonight. 

This is a very, very important issue. 
Israel is a key ally of the United States 
in the war on terror. And now is the 
time for us to stand together with the 
people of Israel, and I want to com-
mend the gentleman. 

Mr. ENGEL. I thank my friend from 
Florida, and I want to return the com-
pliment. It has been a pleasure working 
with him in doing everything we can to 
strengthen the U.S.-Israel relationship, 
two democracies with shared values 
and shared beliefs, and it’s been a 
pleasure working with my friend from 
Florida. 

BUDGET SCHOOL: THE RIGHT TO 
KNOW HOW WASHINGTON 
SPENDS YOUR MONEY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate that our majority has set up 
this Special Order hour and those of us 
in the minority have the opportunity 
to come to claim this time and to talk 
about issues that are of tremendous 
importance to us. 

Over the past few weeks, some of my 
colleagues and I have come to the floor 
on a weekly basis, and we have talked 
about the Federal budget and what you 
find in the Federal budget. And, Mr. 
Speaker, we think that this is a very 
important thing to do because the 
budget that the majority has brought 
to us this year is a rather large budget 
and it contains the single largest tax 
increase in history. 

So we have spent some time talking 
with our colleagues and with our con-
stituents about what you actually find 
in this document. Now, we have called 
this ‘‘Budget School: The Right to 
Know How Washington Spends Your 
Money.’’ And, of course, as each week 
we have talked about this, you can go 
to the whitehouse.gov Web site and go 
to OMB and pull down a copy of that 
budget. Then you can get the Repub-
lican response from budget.house.gov/ 
republicans and see what we would do, 
how we would go about reducing the 
taxes that you pay and making certain 
that you, the taxpayer, are keeping 
more money in your budget. 

Now, if you want to watch some of 
the sessions that we have had on Budg-
et School, you can go to house.gov/ 
blackburn, and there are some Budget 
School resources there. One of the re-
sources that we have used is the Basics 
of the Budget Process briefing paper. 
You can go to the Budget Committee 
Web site, budget.house.gov/republicans, 
and be able to get a little bit of infor-
mation about how we actually go 
through this, how you look at the dif-
ferent functions of the budget, where 
you find those, looking at the size of 
the budget, being able to follow it 
through, looking at the timeline of the 
budget and how it goes through the 
process of the President’s presenting 
his budget, then its going to the com-
mittee, how the committee works 
through the process, brings it to the 
floor, and then this summer as we start 
through appropriations and through 
the earmarking process. And we’re 
going to be back to talk about that 
part of the budget, the earmarks, as we 
get into the summer. 

Tonight as we talk about process and 
what has actually happened, I want to 
welcome to the floor and to this ses-
sion of Budget School the ranking 
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