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possibly produce jobs for a thousand refugees 
each year. Here the United States could real-
ly help Södertälje. American companies 
looking to set up businesses or expand in Eu-
rope, are most welcome to visit my home 
town. We need all the job opportunities we 
can get. 

I am in awe of the refugees’ ambition and 
will to make new lives for themselves. Many 
of those who come to our town are well edu-
cated and motivated to start a new life in a 
new country. We need immigrants if we are 
to manage the demographic challenges we 
face, as the number of aging citizens in the 
western world rises. 

Despite the fact that we need immigrants, 
Södertälje has become a town that must now 
say—STOP, STOP, STOP! Do not misunder-
stand me. We will always help others when 
we can. We must act when the lives of our 
brothers and sisters—are in danger. It is im-
perative—that we have a humane refugee 
policy world wide. Our common agreement, 
that all people are equal, no matter what 
color religion or gender must become a re-
ality. 

The millions of refugees in the world must 
be a concern for us all, not just for those 
areas bordering on the breeding grounds of 
war, or for a small number of countries and 
cities such as Södertälje. 

Södertälje works hard to spread the recep-
tion of refugees equally over the whole of 
Sweden, to all cities and towns. Internation-
ally, we must find a model for an equal and 
more responsible reception of refugees. We 
must also have special support for the refu-
gees on site in Iraq, in Jordan and in Syria. 
Most of all, we must put an end to this and 
other ongoing wars. 

The children I met last week have cousins 
and friends who are left behind in Iraq. 
Those children are trying to lead a normal 
childhood in a land where uneasiness and 
fear are always present. 

I am not a President; I am not an Ambas-
sador; but I know that we must create a new 
future for the children fleeing from war. 

And I know there is no time to lose. 
Thank you for your attention. 

f 

COMMENDING BILL AND PEGGY 
ZACK FOR DEVOTION TO THE 
POCKET FLAGS PROJECT 

HON. STEVAN PEARCE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

Mr. PEARCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the patriotism and dedication of 
Bill and Peggy Zack. These two New Mexico 
residents have fully devoted their time and 
money to lifting the spirits of our troops de-
ployed in Iraq. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zack began the Pocket flag 
project in 2002 and have since sent out over 
70,000 pocket flags. The pocket flags are 
small folded American flags that are enclosed 
with a message. On a small piece of paper 
reads ‘‘A flag for your pocket so you can al-
ways carry a little piece of home. We are 
praying for you. Thank you for defending our 
freedom.’’ A heartfelt message that is sure to 
lift the spirits of our service men and women. 
Pocket flags have been sent to the 647 Sup-
port Group at Fort Bliss, Texas and all Na-
tional Guard and special units being deployed 
through Ft. Bliss. Additional receipts of these 

flags include the Mountain Brigade in Fort 
Drum, NY and the AYN of the Alabama Na-
tional Guard. The list goes on. 

It should also be noted that Bill and Peggy 
don’t accept any donations to help them with 
materials and shipping expenses. In fact the 
cost of shipping all 70,000 pocket flags has 
summed up to about $10,000 and over 7,000 
hours. The only reimbursement the Zacks will 
accept are the letters written by soldiers cur-
rently deployed. While the letters vary, most 
say how thankful they are for Bill and Peggy 
taking the time to send them a little piece of 
home. 

It is inspiring to know that citizens like Bill 
and Peggy Zack are trying to do all they can 
to lift the morale of our troops. On behalf of all 
servicemen and women I would like to thank 
Bill and Peggy Zack for all their efforts to com-
fort the troops in the Middle East. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained from voting on April 14, 
2008. Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on the following rollcall votes: rollcall 
183, rollcall 184, and rollcall 185. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 125TH BIRTHDAY 
OF GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 

HON. JOHN T. SALAZAR 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the occasion of Mesa County’s 125th 
birthday. I would like to express my apprecia-
tion of this unique, diverse and vibrant county 
and all its citizens. 

Since before the county was founded in the 
1880’s, the area’s history has been remark-
able. Dinosaurs that roamed this area left be-
hind their tracks and bones to tantalize histo-
rians and geologists. The advent of the main 
line of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroads 
through this valley in 1887 brought the pros-
pect of ‘‘civilization.’’ The foresight of the 
founding fathers to build a major irrigation sys-
tem, still used today, has helped create some 
of the best fruit crops in the country. As a 
farmer, I appreciate the importance of agri-
culture and the tremendous value it imparts to 
a community. 

Mesa County is also a national leader in 
many industries and fields. Mesa County resi-
dents helped develop the New Deal, worked 
on the Manhattan Project and served in Con-
gress. 

The area is also blessed with a variety of 
natural resources, including uranium, natural 
gas and oil shale. In the 1980’s the shale-de-
pendent economy crashed after the withdrawal 
of Exxon Mobile, but with its typical determina-
tion, Mesa County is now a thriving economic 
power. In 2008, Mesa County was named the 

9th fastest growing area in the country, a trib-
ute to the resiliency and strength of this coun-
ty. 

On the 125th birthday of Mesa County, we 
pay tribute to a special area that embodies the 
best of Colorado. Its blend of rural and urban 
life has enhanced the life of its citizens. The 
past and traditions of this special place on the 
Western Slope are worth celebrating. It is an 
honor and a privilege to represent Mesa 
County as it commemorates its 125th birthday. 

f 

VIRGINIA TECH 

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, one 
year ago, the idyllic calm of campus life at Vir-
ginia Tech, and eveywhere in America, was 
shattered forever. We mark this somber occa-
sion in solemn memory of those too soon 
taken from us, and in prayerful sympathy with 
their still-grieving families and friends. Part of 
our State’s future was lost that day. Immeas-
urable potential abruptly and cruelly cut short. 
Remembering hurts, but forgetting would be 
unforgivable. 

It falls to us to make some sense of unthink-
able tragedy and do our best, in their honor, 
to build the world they could only envision 
through bright, inquisitive eyes. At Virginia 
Tech, in Richmond, and throughout the Com-
monwealth, grief has given life to action, spur-
ring positive steps to help and to heal. Cam-
pus security has been strengthened and sen-
tinel systems to identify and confront poten-
tially violent students have been made more 
sensitive, more vigilant. We do these things 
for them, and for the safety of the students 
who follow in their footsteps. And we work in 
their memory to mark our calendars from this 
day forward with memorials to youthful accom-
plishment and growth, not tragedy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 16, 2008 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer 
a personal explanation. On Tuesday, April 15, 
I was unavoidably detained on rollcall votes 
186, 187 and 188 due to an official congres-
sional delegation to Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall vote 186 (Motion on Ordering the 
Previous Question on the Rule for H.R. 5719), 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 187 (H. Res. 1102—Rule 
providing for H.R. 5719—Taxpayer Assistance 
and Simplification Act of 2008) and ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall vote 188 (H.R. 5036—Emergency As-
sistance for Secure Elections Act of 2008). 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
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meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
April 17, 2008 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

APRIL 22 

10 a.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine U.S. credit 
markets, focusing on the role of the 
credit rating agencies. 

SD–538 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the future 
of the Internet. 

SR–253 
10:30 a.m. 

Foreign Relations 
International Development and Foreign 

Assistance, Economic Affairs and 
International Environmental Protec-
tion Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine inter-
national deforestation and climate 
change. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine the Na-

tional Surface Transportation Policy 
and Revenue Study Commission, focus-
ing on a recent report on moving pas-
sengers and freight into the future. 

SR–253 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Public Lands and Forests Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 934 and 
H.R. 1374, bills to amend the Florida 
National Forest Land Management Act 
of 2003 to authorize the conveyance of 
an additional tract of National Forest 
System land under that Act, S. 2833, to 
provide for the management of certain 
public land in Owyhee County, Idaho, 
and S. 2834, to establish wilderness 
areas, promote conservation, and im-
prove public land in Washington Coun-
ty, Utah. 

SD–366 

APRIL 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
an update on Department of Veterans 
Affairs and the Department of Defense 
cooperation and collaboration. 

SR–418 
10 a.m. 

Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine National 

Security Letters, focusing on the need 

for greater accountability and over-
sight. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold hearings to examine phantom 

traffic. 
SR–253 

Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Nanci E. Langley, of Virginia, 
to be a Commissioner of the Postal 
Regulatory Commission. 

SD–342 
3 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine S. 662, to 

authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to conduct a special resource study to 
evaluate resources at the Harriet Bee-
cher Stowe House in Brunswick, Maine, 
to determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of establishing the site as a unit 
of the National Park System, S. 827, to 
establish the Freedom’s Way National 
Heritage Area in the States of Massa-
chusetts and New Hampshire, S. 923 
and H.R. 1528, bills to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to designate 
the New England National Scenic 
Trail, S. 956, to establish the Land Be-
tween the Rivers National Heritage 
Area in the State of Illinois, S. 2073, to 
amend the National Trails System Act 
relating to the statute of limitations 
that applies to certain claims, S. 2513, 
to modify the boundary of the Minute 
Man National Historical Park, S. 2604, 
to establish the Baltimore National 
Heritage Area in the State of Mary-
land, S. 2804, to adjust the boundary of 
the Everglades National Park, H.R. 53, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to enter into a long-term lease 
with the Government of the United 
States Virgin Islandsto provide land on 
the island of Saint John, Virgin Is-
lands, for the establishment of a 
school, and H.R. 1483, to amend the 
Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Man-
agement Act of 1996 to extend the au-
thorization for certain national herit-
age areas. 

SD–366 

APRIL 24 

9:30 a.m. 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Federal Financial Management, Govern-

ment Information, Federal Services, 
and International Security Sub-
committee 

To hold hearings to examine addressing 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions, focusing on 
policy options for the U.S. and its al-
lies. 

SD–342 
10 a.m. 

Judiciary 
Business meeting to consider S. 2533, to 

enact a safe, fair, and responsible state 
secrets privilege Act, S. 702, to author-
ize the Attorney General to award 
grants to State courts to develop and 
implement State courts interpreter 
programs, and the nominations of Mi-
chael G. McGinn, of Minnesota, to be 
United States Marshal for the District 
of Minnesota, and Ralph E. Martinez, 
of Florida, to be a Member of the For-
eign Claims Settlement Commission of 

the United States, both of the Depart-
ment of Justice. 

SD–226 
Appropriations 
Military Construction and Veterans’ Af-

fairs, and Related Agencies Sub-
committee 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates for fiscal year 2009 for 
military construction. 

SD–124 
10:30 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Business meeting to consider S. 2688, to 

improve the protections afforded under 
Federal law to consumers from con-
taminated seafood by directing the 
Secretary of Commerce to establish a 
program, in coordination with other 
appropriate Federal agencies, to 
strengthen activities for ensuring that 
seafood sold or offered for sale to the 
public in or affecting interstate com-
merce is fit for human consumption, S. 
J.Res. 28, disapproving the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Communications 
Commission with respect to broadcast 
media ownership, S. 2607, to make a 
technical correction to section 3009 of 
the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, H.R. 
3985, to amend title 49, United States 
Code, to direct the Secretary of Trans-
portation to register a person pro-
viding transportation by an over-the- 
road bus as a motor carrier of pas-
sengers only if the person is willing 
and able to comply with certain acces-
sibility requirements in addition to 
other existing requirements, H.R. 802, 
to amend the Act to Prevent Pollution 
from Ships to implement MARPOL 
Annex VI, and the nomination of Rob-
ert A. Sturgell, of Maryland, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

SR–253 
2 p.m. 

Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine inter-

national debt, focusing on building re-
lief initiatives. 

SD–419 
2:15 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
Water and Power Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 2680, to 
amend the Reclamation Projects Au-
thorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 
to require the Secretary of the Interior 
to take certain actions to address envi-
ronmental problems associated with 
the Leadville Mine Drainage Tunnel in 
the State of Colorado, S. 2805, to direct 
the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Commissioner of Reclama-
tion, to assess the irrigation infra-
structure of the Rio Grande Pueblos in 
the State of New Mexico and provide 
grants to, and enter into cooperative 
agreements with, the Rio Grande Pueb-
los to repair, rehabilitate, or recon-
struct existing infrastructure, S. 2814, 
to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to provide financial assistance to 
the Eastern New Mexico Rural Water 
Authority for the planning, design, and 
construction of the Eastern New Mex-
ico Rural Water System, H.R. 29, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
construct facilities to provide water for 
irrigation, municipal, domestic, mili-
tary, and other uses from the Santa 
Margarita River, California, H.R. 1803, 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
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to conduct a feasibility study to design 
and construct a four reservoir intertie 
system for the purposes of improving 
the water storage opportunities, water 
supply reliability, and water yield of 
San Vicente, El Capitan, Murray, and 
Loveland Reservoirs in San Diego 
County, California in consultation and 
cooperation with the City of San Diego 
and the Sweetwater Authority, and 
H.R. 123, to authorize appropriations 
for the San Gabriel Basin Restoration 
Fund. 

SD–366 
2:30 p.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Science, Technology, and Innovation Sub-

committee 
To hold hearings to examine national 

nanotechnology, focusing on charting 
the course for reauthorization. 

SR–253 

APRIL 29 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 
Personnel Subcommittee 

Closed business meeting to mark up 
those provisions which fall under the 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 
10:30 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Interstate Commerce, Trade, and Tourism 

Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine improving 

consumer protection in subprime home 
lending. 

SR–253 
2:30 p.m. 

Armed Services 
SeaPower Subcommittee 

Closed business meeting to mark up 
those provisions which fall under the 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 

3 p.m. 
Armed Services 
Readiness and Management Support Sub-

committee 
Closed business meeting to mark up 

those provisions which fall under the 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–232A 
4 p.m. 

Armed Services 
Emerging Threats and Capabilities Sub-

committee 
Closed business meeting to mark up 

those provisions which fall under the 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 

APRIL 30 

9 a.m. 
Judiciary 
Constitution Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine secret law 
and the threat to democratic and ac-
countable government. 

SD–226 
9:30 a.m. 

Armed Services 
Strategic Forces Subcommittee 

Closed business meeting to mark up 
those provisions which fall under the 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–232A 
10 a.m. 

Armed Services 
Airland Subcommittee 

Closed business meeting to mark up 
those provisions which fall under the 
subcommittee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 

2:30 p.m. 
Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to mark up the 
proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 

MAY 1 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to mark up the 
proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 
Energy and Natural Resources 

To hold hearings to examine military 
build-up on Guam, focusing on the im-
pact on civilian community, planning, 
and response. 

SD–366 

MAY 2 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to mark up the 
proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2009. 

SR–222 

MAY 7 

9:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
benefits legislation. 

SR–418 

MAY 21 

9:30 a.m. 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
health care legislation. 

SR–418 

CANCELLATIONS 

APRIL 30 

10 a.m. 
Rules and Administration 

To hold hearings to examine electronic 
voting systems, focusing on top-to-bot-
tom inquiries by Secretaries of State. 

SR–301 
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