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need it. We can’t fix our economy with 
the same policies that led to the eco-
nomic slide. 

f 

WE NEED TO SEE THE DEMO-
CRATS’ NEW PLAN FOR LOWER 
GAS PRICES 
(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam 
Speaker, April 28, 2006, a press release 
by Anita Lowe: These skyrocketing gas 
prices are a reflection of the Repub-
lican energy plan. We need a long-term 
strategy to lower gas prices and meet 
our energy needs. Yet Republicans 
passed up a golden opportunity in 
major energy bills last year. Demo-
crats have a plan to give American 
families the relief they deserve. Demo-
crats, Madam Speaker, have been in 
charge for 16 months and gas prices 
have gone up over $1.25 a gallon. 

April 18, 2006, in a press release, then- 
Minority Leader NANCY PELOSI: But 
the Republicans’ bills clearly have 
done nothing to lower gas prices as the 
price of a barrel of oil has settled above 
$70 a barrel, the highest price in our 
history. 

Today, Madam Speaker, oil closed at 
$114 a barrel. Democrats have a plan to 
lower gas prices taking America in a 
new direction. We’re ready to see this 
new plan. I don’t understand why the 
Democratic leadership won’t bring out 
the new plan, why there is not an out-
cry from their membership to see the 
new plan. 

f 

MR. PRESIDENT, REAL PEOPLE 
NEED YOUR HELP TO REDUCE 
OIL PRICES 
(Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Madam 
Speaker, let’s talk about what this 
House has done already without any 
participation from our Republican col-
leagues or from the President of the 
United States. 

We’ve passed legislation cracking 
down on those who would take advan-
tage of this situation by price gouging 
with little to no participation from the 
other side of the aisle and a President’s 
threatened veto. We’ve passed legisla-
tion cracking down on the multi-
national oil cartels who would fix 
prices at much damage to American 
consumers without little to any help 
from the other side of the aisle and a 
threatened Presidential veto. And 
we’ve passed legislation rescinding the 
billions in tax giveaways that the prior 
Congress gave to the oil companies and 
turned them around to give them to 
tax benefits for homeowners and busi-
nesses who want to invest in renewable 
energy without any help from the 
other side of the aisle and with the 
President threatening a veto. 

Madam Speaker, people are hurting, 
real people, not oil company execu-
tives, and we need both sides of the 
aisle and the President of the United 
States working to fix it. 

f 

RECOGNIZE WORLD HEMOPHILIA 
DAY 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I’m pleased to rise today in 
celebration of World Hemophilia Day 
in which we recognize the serious chal-
lenges of those worldwide who suffer 
from hemophilia, a day in which we 
raise awareness to fight for a cure. 

Hemophilia is a rare genetic disorder 
in which the blood doesn’t clot causing 
excessive bleeding and easy bruising. 
Without proper treatment, it can lead 
to organ damage, serious joint and 
muscle problems, and terrible pain. 
Those with hemophilia often live in a 
world unknown to others, anxious 
about even minor injuries or cuts be-
cause what is minor for most people 
can be a major problem for those with 
hemophilia. 

As a physician, I’m confident that 
with attention, diligence, innovation, 
and scientific progress, we will improve 
the lives of those afflicted with this 
troubling disease and realize a cure. 

Madam Speaker, hemophilia is a 
daunting condition requiring vigilant 
care, but we see a day where patients 
need not fear its pain or its con-
sequences. I’m proud to stand today in 
support of World Hemophilia Day. 

f 

WITH ECONOMIC DOWNTURN, IRAQ 
MONEY CAN BE BETTER SPENT 
AT HOME 
(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Madam Speaker, as taxpayers 
filed their income tax this week, many 
were probably wondering just how 
much of their individual taxes would be 
invested in Iraq instead of here in the 
U.S. at home. Consider that every sin-
gle second, the Bush administration is 
spending $4,000 in Iraq. That means 
that income taxes paid by the average 
taxpayer would not even cover the cost 
of one second of this war. 

This country is already facing dif-
ficult economic times. We cannot af-
ford to continue spending $339 million a 
day on a war that has no strategy for 
victory. If we invested one day of this 
sum in America instead, we could give 
2.6 million American children access to 
medical and dental care, or we could 
hire more than 2,000 more border patrol 
agents to protect our borders. And we 
could send 18,000 more students to col-
lege. 

Madam Speaker, at a time when 
Americans are getting squeezed at the 

pump and the supermarket and are suf-
fering in the housing market, Wash-
ington Republicans need to realize that 
we should prioritize the needs of Amer-
ica over those of Iraq. 

f 

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PROM-
ISE OF CLEANING UP WASH-
INGTON? 

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. 
Madam Speaker, I come today to the 
floor to point out something that’s 
really already been pointed out in the 
press, and that is, as they say, that the 
Democrats, unfortunately, have 
horrifically failed as the majority 
party getting most anything done. 
Now, they made promises after prom-
ises to help the American people, and 
maybe it’s no surprise that most of 
those promises have come to naught 
and have been broken. 

This is most evident by the recent 
Democrat budget. It includes a massive 
$683 billion tax increase which only fur-
ther burdens our children, kills jobs, 
hurts small businesses, and basically 
just punishes the American family. 
And worst of all, this budget was cre-
ated to finance wasteful spending and 
the special interests here in Wash-
ington. 

So what happened to all of those 
promises of cleaning up Washington 
and cutting spending? Well, it seems 
they simply got lost in the shuffle of 
all of their spending taxpayers’ dollars. 

f 

PASS A CAP-AND-TRADE SYSTEM 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I want 
to share a little note of optimism we 
heard yesterday in our Global Warming 
and Energy Independence Committee. 
We had a group of venture capitalists 
and investors come before us, and they 
told us that they were supremely con-
fident that America can create a clean- 
energy economy that is based on new 
types of technology so we can solve our 
global warming problem and wean our-
selves off our addiction of Middle East-
ern oil. It was very heartening. But 
they told us they need one thing to 
really open up the floodgates of tech-
nology. They need a cap-and-trade sys-
tem to cap carbon dioxide and really 
spur investment. 

The President yesterday gave short 
shrift to that. He was disappointing. 
We’ve got to provide leadership here to 
get this job done. His message was sort 
of a ‘‘can’t-do’’ message for a ‘‘can-do’’ 
people, we Americans. Let’s get this 
job done. Pass a cap-and-trade system. 
We will have a burst of new economic 
growth in this country. 
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MR. CARTER, RECONSIDER YOUR 

PLANS TO MEET WITH HAMAS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
on behalf of my constituents in Ten-
nessee’s Seventh District, I rise to pro-
test President Jimmy Carter’s decision 
to meet with the leadership of Hamas, 
a group designated by the U.S. State 
Department as international terrorists. 
They see this as an outrageous act, 
something that is a disgrace to the 
men and women who have protected 
this Nation. 

Madam Speaker, Islamo-Fascist ter-
rorism is the plague of our time. Every 
American official, past and present, 
should stand ready to help destroy it 
and to eradicate its philosophy of hate. 
My constituents feel that by meeting 
with Hamas, Mr. Carter a former Presi-
dent, undermines the critical goal and 
only goads the enemy further. 

I urge Mr. Carter to reconsider his 
ill-conceived plan, join the rest of us in 
our collective to eradicate Islamo-Fas-
cist terrorism and to halt any plan to 
prop up the enemy. 

f 

THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHOULD 
NOT HAVE RENEWED 
BLACKWATER’S CONTRACT 

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, 
only a week after the State Depart-
ment renewed Blackwater’s contract, 
the Bush administration was at it 
again giving more praise to 
Blackwater, the private military con-
tractors. Last Friday, Ambassador 
Crocker said contractors ‘‘like 
Blackwater are absolutely essential.’’ 

But was it absolutely essential for 
Blackwater to gun down 17 innocent 
Iraqis? Was it absolutely essential for a 
Blackwater employee to kill a guard to 
the Vice President of Iraq? Was it abso-
lutely essential for a Blackwater heli-
copter to drop CS gas on a traffic jam 
in Baghdad? 

It has been months, and some in 
cases years, since these incidents and 
we still don’t have the results of those 
investigations. Instead, our govern-
ment has ignored those abuses and re-
newed Blackwater’s contract and then 
a week later said they are absolutely 
essential. What kind of country do we 
live in where it’s acceptable for the 
United States government to praise 
and reward a company that kills inno-
cent people? 

The only thing that is absolutely es-
sential is that we end this State De-
partment’s dependence on private mili-
tary contractors now. 

WE NEED CAPABILITY TO CREATE 
OUR NEW ENERGY 

(Mr. WAMP asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, the 
nexus between national security, en-
ergy, and the environment is one of the 
most important issues of our time. And 
on energy, I’m an all-of-the-above Re-
publican. It is wise to conserve, and we 
need to promote conservation. It is 
wise to advance energy efficiency tech-
nologies. We need to invest. But new 
capacity, new energy sources are also 
sorely lacking. We need new national 
gas supplies in this country. We need 
refinery capacity. We need our own oil, 
albeit limited. But we’ve got to, num-
ber one, grow our capability to create 
energy in our country to be energy 
independent. 

I want to talk about nuclear energy 
because the cars of the future are going 
to run off of lithium batteries, some 
form of electric. We’ve got to have new 
capacity. We need nuclear energy in 
this country to be self-sufficient even 
on transportation. If we’re going to re-
duce our carbon footprint, don’t leave 
nuclear off the table. 

This is a time to come together for 
new energy technologies, to promote 
an in-tech agenda, to actually balance 
the budget again with a robust manu-
facturing economy. It’s pro-American. 

f 

DEVELOPING NEW SOURCES OF 
FUEL 

(Mr. BROUN of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to ask for us 
Americans to consider what is going to 
be best for the people of this country 
and stop pandering to the environ-
mental wackos. 

We have to develop alternative 
sources of fuel. We have to tap into our 
own energy sources. We have to make 
nuclear energy easier to put in place, 
to build reactors, and to make it less 
costly to do so. We need to tap into our 
own oil sources. If we’re going to lower 
the cost of gasoline, we have to build 
more refineries. If we’re going to lower 
the cost of diesel fuel, we’re going to 
have to tap into ANWR and off the gulf 
coast. It’s absolutely critical for our 
economy to do this. 

We need to look for alternative 
sources of energy but we have energy 
sources here today. Let’s go get them. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days in which to revise and extend 

their remarks and insert extraneous 
material on the bill, H.R. 5715, into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ENSURING CONTINUED ACCESS TO 
STUDENT LOANS ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1107 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5715. 

b 1100 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5715) to ensure continued availability 
of access to the Federal student loan 
program for students and families, 
with Mrs. TAUSCHER (Acting Chairman) 
in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the 

Committee of the Whole rose on 
Wednesday, April 16, 2008, 34 minutes 
remained in general debate. 

The gentleman from California (Mr. 
MILLER) has 151⁄2 minutes remaining 
and the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCKEON) has 181⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Madam Chairman, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

Madam Chairman, Members of the 
House, today we continue the consider-
ation of H.R. 5715, the Ensuring Contin-
ued Access to Student Loans Act of 
2008. This is legislation that was re-
ported from the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor with unanimous bi-
partisan support. Once again today, I 
want to thank my colleagues on the 
committee on both sides of the aisle 
and the staff on both sides of the com-
mittee for working in a manner which 
allowed us to report this bill in very 
short order to the House for its consid-
eration, and on working with the De-
partment of Education, the Secretary 
of Education, Margaret Spellings, for 
her cooperation in helping us with this 
legislation so that we can assure the 
parents, families, and students of this 
country that there will be no interrup-
tion in their access to student loans. 

As the lending season starts to 
progress now, as students are getting 
their letters of acceptance, thinking 
about the next semesters of education 
and next year’s education, as that lend-
ing season comes into its fullness, we 
want to make sure that there is no dis-
ruption. 

We are concerned about a disruption 
because of the general disruption that 
is taking place in the Nation’s credit 
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