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Doris said that she was impressed at 

Shaun’s emotional strength during 
that painful ordeal of the family fa-
ther’s death. Doris said that she was 
proud that the Army really helped him 
become a mature individual. 

George Washington once said that 
‘‘discipline is the soul of the Army.’’ 
And with Shaun’s character, back-
ground and career in the Army, Shaun 
was able to overcome even the most 
trying circumstances because of that 
discipline. 

One of Shaun’s best friends, Johnny 
Fregia, described him as a ‘‘good ol’ 
boy that died for his country.’’ They 
became friends when they worked to-
gether in Dayton, Texas. Shaun was 
Johnny’s helper, and he kept work in-
teresting for Johnny with his humor, 
ever-present smile and his constant 
good mood. They enjoyed even shoot-
ing pool after work, and Johnny said 
that Shaun was pretty good at it. 

Johnny described the high caliber of 
character and love for their country 
that his friend Shaun had and the rest 
of our military men and women pos-
sess. 

Johnny went ahead and said, ‘‘free-
dom ain’t free. And sometimes we take 
it for granted. There’s a price to pay, 
and those guys like Shaun are willing 
to pay for it. They are willing to lose 
everything they’ve got to keep this 
country free.’’ 

Madam Speaker, this is a recent pho-
tograph of Shaun Paul Tousha right 
before he died. Shaun Tousha paid the 
ultimate price with his life, the price 
for freedom in our country. 

Aristotle once wrote that ‘‘we make 
war so that we may live in peace.’’ 
Shaun served in order that we may 
have freedom and have real peace in 
this country. 

Americans, even in this chamber, cry 
peace, peace. But Madam Speaker, 
there can be no peace as long as there 
are people who are trying to kill Amer-
icans somewhere in the world. And 
Shaun Paul tried to protect us from 
that threat. 

He had a heart as big as Texas, and 
we are proud of Sergeant Shaun 
Tousha. The light of his life has been 
extinguished, buy Shaun’s joyful spirit 
will burn bright forever in the hearts 
and minds of his friends, his fellow sol-
diers, and the Texans that loved him. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF LOU 
COSTANTINO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
you, Madam Speaker, and I thank you 
for your leadership. 

As I begin my special order this 
afternoon, I want to pay tribute to two 

great Americans. One is a friend to us 
all. We know him well as Lou 
Costantino. We thank him so very 
much, and we really know him as Lou. 
We thank him for his friendship. We 
thank him for his warmth. We thank 
him for taking care of this place, this 
House. 

Lou, you see, was one of the distin-
guished men and women who stand 
outside of the House Chamber, works 
with the Sergeant of Arms, is in con-
junction with the Clerk’s Office. But 
really, Lou is part of our family. 

He attended and was concerned about 
all of our guests that would come. He 
was concerned about the Members. He 
was equally concerned and passionate 
about America. 

I consider him a great patriot, a 
great American. He loved this work be-
cause he was serving America. 

Lou lost his battle just this past 
weekend, but we are reminded that Lou 
was with us last week. How truly val-
iant Lou is in life and in death, and I 
stand here today to offer my deepest 
sympathy to his wife, Doris; his daugh-
ter, Edie; his son, Lewis, Jr.; and to all 
of his family members. May he rest in 
peace and may God bless him. 

I also take note to acknowledge the 
happy celebration of the birthday of 
Maya Angelou, poet laureate, teacher, 
mentor, resident of Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina, the author of the 1993 
inaugural poem that suggested that 
those of us who live in the great land 
must come from underneath the rocks 
and shout out and be seen for justice. 
She also wrote the language or the 
words to a book, ‘‘I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings,’’ to talk about what 
it’s like to be isolated, to be contained, 
to be inhibited as a child growing up in 
the deep south. 

Maya Angelou can be considered a 
great American, certainly a great poet, 
certainly a great mentor of men and 
women, college students, as she taught 
me at Yale University. I am honored 
today to be able to say ‘‘thank you’’ to 
Maya Angelou. 

I now move, Madam Speaker, to 
something that has been continuing in 
this Nation, and very quickly I call 
upon the Secretary of State and the 
United States of America to reengage 
more actively in the negotiations be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians. 
I now believe fully that the only way 
that we will have success in recog-
nizing and achieving peace in the Mid-
dle East is not through preemptive at-
tacks, but through concern, negotia-
tion, and firmness. 

We must tell the negotiators what 
America wants to see and provide them 
the support. We must insist that we 
will continue to be a friend of Israel, 
we will never step away from her, and 
we stand by Israel’s right to exist as a 
freedom-loving democratic people. 

Let’s say to the Palestinians if they 
are to move their people beyond the 

refugee camps, then they, too, must 
fight for democracy and two distinct 
separate states. The two-state theory 
must be put in action, but we can no 
longer stand by as an objective by-
stander. We must be engaged, we must 
roll up our sleeves, we must recognize 
that we are very much a part of the 
peace process in the Middle East. 

I remember very well when the Presi-
dent came in and he said, That’s their 
business. My good friends on the other 
side of the aisle got up and joined him, 
That’s their business. It’s our business. 

And before the lights go out on this 
administration, it would do well for us 
in the name of Prime Minister Sharon, 
who began this process, to get engaged 
and to make sure that we can have 
peace in the Middle East, to have an 
ally in Israel, safe and secure, and to 
say to the Palestinian people that you 
can have good health, you can have 
housing, you can have education. 

I think, Madam Speaker, that this is 
a challenge that the Secretary of State 
should accept; this is a challenge for 
the President to accept. America can 
do no less. 

I did not say ‘‘battle.’’ I said ‘‘en-
gage,’’ and be able to be part of the ne-
gotiation for peace. There is nothing 
wrong for being considered a peace-lov-
ing Nation that promotes peace. 

May God bless this Nation and bless 
our soldiers, wherever they may be, as 
they stand on the front lines around 
the world asking us to promote our 
ideals and our values, and that is 
peacemakers. 

f 

WHERE IS THE LEADERSHIP? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I note as I come to the well 
here that it’s now 2:49 p.m. on a Thurs-
day afternoon, a time when across this 
Nation the folks who worked the day 
shift are getting ready to complete 
their work; the folks who are working 
the afternoon or evening shift are get-
ting ready to head off to work or on 
their way to work; and the folks who 
work the midnight shift across the Na-
tion are probably just rubbing their 
eyes as they wake up and begin their 
day or bedding down as they begin 
their rest before they get back at it 
again this evening. 

Where is the House of Representa-
tives? Well, Madam Speaker, you look 
around the House of Representatives 
and they’ve gone home. They’ve all 
gone home. Now, why is that impor-
tant? Well it’s important, Madam 
Speaker, because I think it dem-
onstrates another day demonstrating 
the crisis of leadership that we have in 
this House of Representatives. 

Madam Speaker, I come to the well 
today at this time to document that we 
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are now 62 days into a unilateral disar-
mament of the United States of Amer-
ica as it relates to folks who want to 
do us harm all across this world, 62 
days in which we have not had in place 
the Protect America Act, 62 days in 
which we have not had in place the ap-
propriate rules and protections for 
communication companies to allow our 
United States Government to listen 
and intercept electronic communica-
tion between a foreign individual in a 
foreign land who wishes to do America 
harm and another foreign individual in 
a foreign land who wishes to do us 
harm. 

Did you get that, Madam Speaker? 
Non-U.S. citizen, not on U.S. soil, talk-
ing or communicating through elec-
tronic communication to another non- 
U.S. citizen, not on U.S. soil, about 
how to injure Americans either on the 
battlefield or here in our homeland. 

It’s called the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act. The bill was the Pro-
tect America Act. Sixty-two days ago, 
the leadership in this House of Rep-
resentatives allowed that to expire. 
And why? For some reason, they be-
lieved that lawyers ought to be able to 
represent that foreign individual in a 
foreign land who want to do us harm 
with the same protections that you and 
I enjoy as American citizens. 

Madam Speaker, when I go home to 
the Sixth District of Georgia and I tell 
people about this, they shake their 
head and say, what on earth is going 
on? Where is the leadership? And I 
agree. Where is the leadership? 

Madam Speaker, there is a crisis of 
leadership in this House of Representa-
tives, whether it is on the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act, or the Pro-
tect America Act, to allow our intel-
ligence community the tools that they 
need to keep us protected. Whether it’s 
on not doing anything positive about 
the price of gasoline all across this Na-
tion, the only thing this House has 
done, this leadership has done is to in-
crease the cost of domestic production 
of oil by increasing taxes. And who 
pays those ultimately? You got it, 
Madam Speaker. Americans. 

Whether it is allowing the free and 
fair trade agreement with Colombia to 
not come to the floor, to change the 
rules so that it can’t come to the floor 
so that we kick in the teeth the only 
real friend that we have in South 
America, one of the few friends we have 
in South America, a democratically 
elected government; or whether it is, 
again, not allowing our intelligence 
community to listen to a terrorist on 
foreign soil, talking to another ter-
rorist on foreign soil so that we know 
what the bad guys are going to do be-
fore they do it. 

Madam Speaker, that’s a crisis of 
leadership. 

REMARKING ON THE POPE’S VISIT 
AND ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to also welcome Pope Bene-
dict XVI to the United States and to 
Washington, D.C., and congratulate 
him for delivering an important mes-
sage on the role that faith plays in the 
lives of every believer. 

Over the years, the Vatican has been 
a strong voice for religious freedom, 
for human rights, and was an invalu-
able partner in defeating Communism 
during the Cold War. The Catholic 
Church has long been a source of char-
ity and benevolence helping some of 
the world’s most vulnerable people in 
some of the world’s most dangerous 
places. 

However, as President Bush wel-
comes Benedict XVI to Washington 
this week, Americans might be sur-
prised to know that the Pope isn’t here 
just to minister to his flock. He’s here 
to lobby for amnesty for illegal aliens. 
According to news reports, the Pope 
met with President Bush yesterday to 
add his voice to the open border lobby 
by encouraging the President to give 
the 20 to 30 million illegal aliens in this 
country a free pass to stay here. 

Now, I’m not taking issue with the 
Pope’s moral authority. I respect his 
views on the threats of Islam, the sanc-
tity of human life. But I don’t think 
it’s in his job description to engage in 
American political activities. 

Worse yet, the Pope chided America, 
insinuating that immigrants are sub-
ject to ‘‘violence’’ and prevented from 
leading ‘‘dignified lives.’’ Madam 
Speaker, I would like to know what 
part of our American lax immigration 
policy is ‘‘violent.’’ I fail to see how ac-
cepting more refugees than any other 
Nation while providing free health 
care, free education, free housing and 
free social service benefits to millions 
of illegal aliens in this country is in 
any way degrading to them or undigni-
fied. 

I would like to remind the Pope that 
America has long been dedicated to the 
principle of the rule of law, and there is 
absolutely nothing inhumane about 
American immigration statutes or the 
robust but civilized enforcement of it. 

But perhaps the Pontiff has made 
these comments with a motive more 
broad than simply spreading the gos-
pel. It’s no secret that the Catholic 
Church has been having difficulty 
maintaining its membership levels and 
a growing number of religions are com-
peting for parishioners. 

Indeed, the Wall Street Journal re-
cently reported that the ‘‘Catholic 
Church has long been losing members 
and as much as a third of the native- 
born Catholic population is diminished. 
Meanwhile it has gained members 

among foreign-born (mostly Hispanic) 
residents.’’ 

Madam Speaker, it’s possible and un-
fortunate that the Pope’s immigration 
comments may have had as much to do 
with spreading the gospel as it does re-
cruiting new members to the Church. 

I regret that the Pope used some of 
his time with the President to engage 
in faith-based marketing trying to at-
tract new parishioners instead of 
preaching amnesty for illegal aliens to 
try and enlarge the size of the global 
Catholic congregation. I would urge 
the Pope to subscribe to the wisdom of 
one of his cardinals, Cardinal Biffi. A 
few years ago, the cardinal told The 
Times of London, ‘‘Countries can 
choose to let in whoever they want. 
There is no such thing as a right of in-
vasion.’’ 

Madam Speaker, the United States 
already has a legal immigration sys-
tem unparalleled in its generosity. In 
the meantime, we assist illegal aliens, 
and those affected by them, by reim-
bursing hospitals for costly illegal 
emergency room hospital visits, pro-
viding free public education to illegal 
alien children. I would challenge the 
Pope to name any other country on 
Earth that demonstrates this kind of 
compassion on such a large scale. 

I hope, Madam Speaker, that the 
American people will welcome the 
Pope with open hearts and open arms 
but that they will reject his demand to 
replace our efforts to achieve genuine 
border security with a faith-based im-
migration system. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM FRIDAY, 
APRIL 18, 2008, TO TUESDAY, 
APRIL 22, 2008 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns tomorrow, it 
adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 22, for morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the business in order under the Cal-
endar Wednesday rule be dispensed 
with on Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 5715, ENSUR-
ING CONTINUED ACCESS TO STU-
DENT LOANS ACT OF 2008 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
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