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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 
RECOGNIZING ALISHA D. PRATHER 

FOR HER CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
SERVICE TO THE COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a talented 
individual who has been a dedicated member 
of our Committee staff—Alisha D. Prather. 

Alisha came to the Committee as the com-
munications director for the minority staff at 
the beginning of the 108th Congress. She 
filled a newly created position since the minor-
ity staff had functioned without a press person 
for some years. 

Her degree in Telecommunications from 
Baylor University and a Master’s in Commu-
nication Studies from the University of Lou-
isiana at Lafayette meant Alisha was well pre-
pared for the job. She also came to us with a 
great deal of work experience on Capitol Hill 
under her belt. 

From the start, the challenge Alisha faced 
on the Committee was taking technical, sci-
entific information and translating it into an in-
teresting and informative message for the 
American public. She succeeded. With her 
quick intellect and some long hours, Alisha 
soon produced an organized press shop, 
building enormous credibility with our science 
constituencies, the public and the media. 

One of her first projects as the new commu-
nications director was to shepherd the minority 
website through a top to bottom redesign. She 
did an outstanding job. The website received 
a Congressional Management Foundation 
Gold Mouse Award in 2006, recognizing the 
site as one of the best web sites on Capitol 
Hill. Alisha did it again in 2007 when our Com-
mittee website received another Gold Mouse 
Award and was judged to be the number one 
committee website in Congress. 

With our move to the Majority in 2007, 
Alisha undertook the task of meeting the press 
needs of a growing staff and an increasingly 
busy Committee agenda, while assuring that 
my media needs and the needs of our active 
Membership were well attended. 

Prior to her time with us, Alisha worked for 
8 years as the communications director for 
Representative Chris John of Louisiana. For 
several years, Alisha also served as the com-
munications coordinator for the Blue Dog Coa-
lition. 

Alisha leaves the Hill after 111⁄2 years here, 
and she will be missed. She’s heading to 
Texas which takes her that much closer to her 
home State of Louisiana. Although a huge fan 
of Capitol Hill and the Washington, DC area, 
Alisha has always had an interest in spending 
some time closer to home. 

We wish her well as she takes on a new 
challenge—Director of Communications for the 

new Galveston National Laboratory projected 
to open in November of this year. As Alisha 
says, it’s the opportunity to build something 
from the ground up. 

We’re quick to point out that she did just 
that with our press operation here at the Com-
mittee, and we extend our sincere thanks to 
her for a job well done. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DELMAR LITTLE 
LEAGUE 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
the Delmar Little League, which will celebrate 
its opening day and 50th anniversary on April 
19. For one half-century, the Delmar Little 
League has been providing the only organized 
summer activity open to all youths in the town 
of Delmar, Delaware. 

The Delmar Little League was chartered in 
1958 under the leadership of Epperson 
‘‘Eppie’’ Culver, who also became the league’s 
first president and one of the league’s first 
coaches. The league was initially organized 
into four teams: the Vets, sponsored by the 
Delmar VFW Memorial Post 8276, the Moose, 
sponsored by Moose Lodge No. 582, the Fire-
men, sponsored by the Delmar Fire Depart-
ment, and the Lions, sponsored by the Delmar 
Lions Club. The inaugural season was offi-
cially dedicated on August 15, and the first 
games were played on a corner lot provided 
by the Delmar Fire Department. That year, 
using equipment given to the league by the 
Delmar Kiwanis Club, the four teams only 
played against each other: they did not com-
pete with any other teams outside of the 
league. 

By the 1959 season, the Delmar Little 
League had grown to 60 boys, and the league 
had its own field on which to play. The league 
held a contest to decide on the name of the 
park. The winning entry was submitted by 
James Mills, and Pote Field was dedicated on 
June 19, 1959. The new location was named 
for Monroe Pote, or ‘‘Mr. Baseball’’, as he was 
known in Delmar. Mr. Pote is credited with es-
tablishing the first organized baseball team in 
Delmar in 1922, along with many other sports 
teams and organizations for the young men of 
his town. Mr. Pote became an inspiration and 
a father figure to many of the boys that he 
coached. 1959 proved to be a milestone year 
for the league in scoring, as well: the first 
home run was scored by Gary Wooten on 
May 30 and the first grand slam by John Ehr-
lich on June 23. The league formed its original 
First All-Star Team in 1960. 

The league moved to its present facilities in 
1962, when the park’s namesake. William 

Gordy, Sr., donated the land for a new field. 
Today, there are 449 players registered in the 
Delmar Little League, with over half of the 
players hailing from Delaware. In addition, the 
league has hosted several state level tour-
naments. The Delmar Little League estab-
lished a female softball division in 1982 and 
the baseball league is now open to young 
women, as well. 

I acknowledge the Delmar Little League for 
50 years of promoting physical fitness and 
community involvement amongst young peo-
ple in the State of Delaware. I am confident 
that the league will continue to do so for many 
more years to come. 

f 

PACCAR: TRADER OF THE YEAR 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I want to 
congratulate PACCAR, Inc. for earning the 
2008 Governor’s Trader of the Year Award in 
Washington State for expanding the State’s 
international trade. PACCAR, headquartered 
in my congressional district, is a global leader 
in the design, manufacture and customer sup-
port of light-, medium- and heavy-duty trucks. 
In addition, PACCAR provides financial serv-
ices and informational technology for the ac-
tual truck makers—all while conducting its 
business with the health and safety of the 
planet in mind. 

With 22,000 employees worldwide and 
2,500 in Washington State, PACCAR is a local 
business with a truly global reach. In 2007, 
PACCAR had $15.2 billion in net income, sell-
ing products and services in more than 100 
countries, while setting record industry sales 
for commercial vehicles above 15 tons in 
Western and Central Europe. 

I also want to recognize PACCAR for its 
leadership and innovation in energy independ-
ence and environmentally friendly business 
practices. The company truly represents the 
spirit of the Pacific Northwest region by con-
ducting business within and very often ex-
ceeding regulatory environmental standards, 
harnessing the power and efficiency of solar 
energy and, perhaps most importantly, con-
serving energy utilizing breakthrough hybrid 
technology. 

PACCAR is a leader in truck design and 
manufacture. It is an American company from 
the Pacific Northwest with a global impact. It 
is also a wonderful example of American busi-
ness leading the way in energy independence 
and environmentally-friendly business prac-
tices and I offer its employees my sincere con-
gratulations and appreciation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF THE SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
UNIVERSITY DEBATE TEAM 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the outstanding accom-
plishments of the debate team at Southern Illi-
nois University in Carbondale, Illinois. Directed 
by Dr. Todd Graham, the team of Kevin 
Calderwood, a junior in political science from 
Chesterfield, MO, and Kyle Dennis, a senior in 
economics from Blue Springs, MO, won the 
national championship in the 54-team National 
Parliamentary Tournament of Excellence. 

It is important to note that this was a very 
select competition. A team must qualify for the 
national championship tournament by doing 
well throughout the year. While only 54 teams 
competed, more than 300 attempted to qualify. 

The debate program also entered teams in 
the National Parliamentary Debate Association 
tournament. That tournament is held at the 
end of March at the United States Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs, CO, and in-
cludes over 250 universities and colleges. 
Among the 500 debaters competing, Kevin 
won the top spot in the individual awards, so-
lidifying his position as one of the best debat-
ers in the country. Kyle took home third place 
overall in the individual awards. 

In addition, the team of Katie Thomas, from 
Fort Collins, CO, and Adam Testerman, from 
Springfield, MO, won fifth place as a team 
overall. Also participating in the debate pro-
gram was Nicholas Deml of La Crosse, WI. 
Graduate students Benjamin Haas, from Pop-
lar Bluff, MO, and Brian Norcross from San 
Diego, CA, assisted Dr. Graham with team 
preparation. 

Not surprisingly, the debate program’s suc-
cesses throughout the season resulted in a 
great deal of recognition from peers at other 
universities. Ryan Lawrence, a debater from 
the University of California at Berkeley and the 
top debater last year, commented to Dr. 
Graham that he would still hold his head high 
if beaten by Southern Illinois because he and 
his teammates considered it ‘‘the smartest, 
hardest-working and best debate team in the 
country.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Southern Illinois University 
has a proud tradition in teaching, research and 
public service. It is widely recognized that 
graduates who are well prepared become 
leaders in their fields. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the debate team, fac-
ulty and students at Southern Illinois Univer-
sity for their continuing commitment to excel-
lence. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BAYVIEW ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL 

HON. RON KLEIN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Bayview Elementary 

School in Fort Lauderdale, FL on its 50th An-
niversary. For the past 50 years, Bayview Ele-
mentary School has been providing students 
with the skills, knowledge, and preparation 
they need to succeed both inside and outside 
the classroom. 

Instrumental to the success of Bayview Ele-
mentary is the hard work of the teachers, ad-
ministrators, parents and other volunteers 
within the community who are committed to 
providing these children with a topnotch edu-
cation. The faculty at Bayview truly cares for 
the well-being of their students, and their dedi-
cation to improving the quality of education in 
their classrooms will benefit these students for 
generations to come. 

I would also like to recognize Ms. JoEllen 
Scott, the principal of Bayview Elementary 
School, whose hard work and excellent lead-
ership have helped make this school the suc-
cess it is today. I am confident that Bayview 
Elementary School will continue to produce 
well-rounded and motivated students for the 
next 50 years and beyond. 

f 

DEACON ASPINWALL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Deacon 
Aspinwall who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Deacon Aspinwall is a senior at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Deacon 
Aspinwall is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Deacon Aspinwall for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt he will exhibit 
the same dedication he has shown in his high 
school career to his college career and future 
accomplishments. 

f 

VIRGINIA TECH MASSACRE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today marks the 
1 year anniversary of the Virginia Tech mas-
sacre. One year ago, students on the campus 
woke up and went to class. It was another 
seemingly ordinary day. But a mentally-ill cow-
ard, hungry for control and infamy, followed 
through on his premeditated rampage. 

On April 16, 2007, there were two separate 
attacks, 2 hours apart on the campus of Vir-
ginia Tech. The murderer, Seung-Hui Cho, 
killed 32 people and wounded many. 

The first attack occurred at West Ambler 
Johnston Hall. Cho entered the co-ed dor-
mitory, home to 894 students, at 7 a.m. Fif-
teen minutes later, he murdered two victims 
before returning to his dorm room. Nearly 2 
hours later, Cho went to a post office to mail 
writings and video footage to NBC News. He 
was sure to inform the press because he 
wanted the infamy and power. This coward 
carried chains, locks, a hammer, a knife, two 
guns, nineteen 10- and 15-round magazines, 
and almost 400 rounds of ammunition. He was 
on a murderous mission. 

Two hours after his first killings, Cho contin-
ued his murder spree at Norris Hall. He 
chained the three main entrance doors shut, 
placed a note on the doors that said if the 
door was opened a bomb would explode, and 
then went up to the second floor to begin the 
massacre. Cho peeked into the classroom 
twice, to view his prey. He entered Professor 
G.V. Loganathan’s classroom, killing the pro-
fessor and then killing 9 of the 13 students. 
Two other students were injured and only 2 
students survived unharmed. Cho then walked 
across the hall to Christopher James Bishop’s 
classroom where he killed Bishop and 4 other 
students. Cho wounded 6 others. Cho contin-
ued down Norris Hall, shooting students and 
professors. He returned to the classrooms 
several times. Cho’s spree continued for 10 to 
12 minutes. He fired at least 174 rounds. 

The 2 hour murderous massacre taught us 
that universities must have a coordinated, 
quick system to notify students, staff, and the 
entire university community of a pending dan-
ger. I’m an original cosponsor on the Virginia 
Tech Victims Campus Emergency Response 
Policy and Notification Act, which would re-
quire universities to notify students and em-
ployees within 30 minutes after campus secu-
rity or law enforcement determines that an 
emergency exists on campus. It is unfortunate 
that it took a tragedy to teach us this lesson. 

This country continues to mourn the lives of 
the 32 victims from Virginia Tech. We will 
never forget them. And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
Nos. 147, 153, 154, 155, 164, 165, 174, 178, 
179, and 181 I am not recorded because I 
was absent due to illness. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE SPELLING 
CHAMPIONS OF THE MULTI-RE-
GIONAL STATE SPELLING BEE 

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, last 
month, students from all over Minnesota met 
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