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American history. Mrs. Hardy’s life exemplifies 
that of many African-Americans during this 
century, their struggle for human rights and 
civic freedom, and their strength and persever-
ance. 

These important men and women are sel-
dom recognized for their greatness. Mrs. Har-
dy’s life is one to be remembered and admired 
as an example of the true work and inner for-
titude that keeps this country together. These 
individuals dedicated their lives to the service 
of their God and community in the face of in-
credible odds. Each and every one of them 
had a unique story, a special impact, and a 
loving family. Mrs. Pinkie Parker Hardy was a 
member of mine. 

On a very personal level, Mrs. Hardy was 
‘‘family’’ to me. She shared her deep religious 
faith, her wonderful Creole cooking (especially 
her gumbo) and her insights as a strong, yet 
gentle African-American woman with me on 
several occasions. To know ‘‘Mrs. Pinkie’’ was 
to love her. 

Mrs. Pinkie Parker Hardy will be sorely 
missed by all those who loved her and were 
honored to have her kindness and spirit touch 
their lives. Her memory and legacy will live on 
through her seven children, five daughters-in- 
law, 22 grandchildren, 34 great-grandchildren, 
and four great-great-grandchildren as well as 
innumerable relatives and friends. 

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors Mrs. Pinkie Parker 
Hardy. We extend our deepest condolences to 
her family and children. Thank you for sharing 
her great spirit with so many people over the 
last century. May her soul rest in peace. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
KERSHAL ZEHNDER FOR WIN-
NING THE OHIO DIVISION IV 
STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 
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Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 

Whereas, Kershal Zehnder showed hard 
work and dedication to the sport of basketball; 
and 

Whereas, Kershal Zehnder was a supportive 
team player; and 

Whereas, Kershal Zehnder always displayed 
sportsmanship on and off of the court; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That along with his friends, fam-
ily, and the residents of the 18th Congres-
sional District, I congratulate Kershal Zehnder 
on winning the Ohio Division IV State Basket-
ball Championship. We recognize the tremen-
dous hard work and sportsmanship he has 
demonstrated during the 2007–2008 basket-
ball season. 

QUIANNE HOLMES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Quianne 
Holmes, who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Quianne Holmes is a senior at Wheat Ridge 
High School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Quianne 
Holmes is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Quianne Holmes for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
high school career to her college career and 
future accomplishments. 
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THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NATIONAL CRITTENTON FOUNDA-
TION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in celebrating the 125th Anniversary of the Na-
tional Crittenton Foundation, an organization 
that supports empowerment, self-sufficiency, 
and an end to cycles of destructive behaviors 
and relationships for at-risk and system-in-
volved girls, young women and their families. 

On this historic occasion, I am particularly 
honored to recognize the ongoing contribution 
of one of the leading members of the Founda-
tion’s Family of Agencies, DePelchin Chil-
dren’s Center in Houston, which proudly 
serves my home district and other children 
and families from across Texas. 

DePelchin Children’s Center has strong 
roots in our community. More than 120 years 
ago, Charles Crittenton, the well-known Amer-
ican philanthropist, visited Houston and in-
spired a group of local activists to establish 
one of the country’s first maternity homes, a 
refuge for young unmarried mothers. In re-
sponse to changing community needs, the 
Crittenton Home significantly expanded its 
services over the years, merging with 
DePelchin Children’s Center in 1983. 

Recognizing that a child’s needs are best 
met in a family environment, DePelchin Chil-
dren’s Center strives to strengthen the lives of 
children and families by providing a continuum 
of services to prevent and resolve social and 
emotional crises. Each year, the agency pro-
vides more than 30 programs for over 26,000 
vulnerable children and families each year in 
multiple locations in Harris, Montgomery, 

Brazoria, Galveston, Fort Bend and Waller 
counties. In addition to teen parenting and 
independent living services, DePelchin offers 
foster care, adoption, prevention, residential, 
and an array of other services designed to 
meet its clients’ complex needs. 

The unique partnership between DePelchin 
Children’s Center and The National Crittenton 
Foundation is an additional strength for Hous-
ton’s children and families. This ongoing col-
laboration was and is based on Charles 
Crittenton’s and Dr. Kate Waller Barrett’s be-
lief that the most effective way to address 
compelling national social issues was through 
a network of affiliated independent, local orga-
nizations supported by a national body. 

I am proud of the work The National 
Crittenton Foundation and DePelchin Chil-
dren’s Center continue to do on behalf of vul-
nerable children and families across the state 
of Texas and across this nation. I thank them 
for their commitment and wish them a strong 
and continued partnership in the coming 
years. 
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HONORING THE NATIONAL 
CRITTENTON FOUNDATION 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 17, 2008 

Mr. PASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating the 125th anniversary of the National 
Crittenton Foundation and the Crittenton Fam-
ily of Agencies. I do so because this network 
of organizations deserves recognition for the 
profound role they have played in allowing 
girls and young women to realize their full po-
tential. 

In particular, I would like to draw attention to 
the Florence Crittenton Services of Arizona in 
Phoenix. For more than a century, this organi-
zation has provided valuable services, edu-
cation and community-based programs to help 
Arizona children and teens overcome the 
issues of abuse, neglect, teen pregnancy and 
mental health problems. Through its com-
prehensive network of services and support 
systems, this organization provides a refuge 
where vulnerable youth, ages 12 to 21, pros-
per from the assistance of a caring community 
and discover the possibility of a bright new fu-
ture in spite of their challenging past experi-
ences. 

As society has experienced dramatic 
changes in the last 100 years, the Phoenix 
home has changed too, but its goal of giving 
every girl it serves safety, hope, and oppor-
tunity has remained constant. I commend the 
Florence Crittenton board members, staff and 
volunteers for their compassion and dedication 
to excellence, ensuring that their services con-
tinue to grow to meet the needs of the girls it 
serves, and for becoming one of the state’s 
leading experts in gender-specific services. 

It is with great pride that I congratulate the 
Florence Crittendon Services of Arizona and 
its nationwide community of Crittendon sister 
organizations on their successful efforts to em-
power at-risk girls to rise above the negative 
circumstances they have been exposed to and 
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