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He said, ‘‘We came out of the house, 

climbed in the vehicle, and it blew up.’’ 
I said, ‘‘How long were you in the 

truck?’’ 
He said, ‘‘Maybe 20 seconds.’’ 
The road had been paved—a newly 

paved road. They put a bomb on it. 
When he drove over it, the compression 
caused it to blow up. He had burns— 
you could see them—on his face. The 
scars weren’t bad, but there were 
burns. 

A lot of the people, because of these 
explosive devices, have terrible burns. 
This legislation we want to try to pass 
extends eligibility for these people who 
were burned badly to have special 
housing benefits. 

The legislation would extend and in-
crease benefits for individuals trying to 
change what they do, with apprentice-
ships and on-the-job training programs. 

Also, the legislation would restore 
veteran status to Filipino veterans who 
served under U.S. command in World 
War II. One only need watch Tom 
Hanks’s World War II series that ap-
peared on television. It talked about 
the valor and the absolute necessity for 
the Filipino soldiers who were there 
fighting under our command. We have 
been trying for decades to extend bene-
fits to them. They are getting very old 
with each day that goes by, and more 
of them are dying. Their average age is 
well over 80. We want to allow them 
certain benefits. They fought alongside 
U.S. troops during World War II. It is 
the moral obligation of this Nation to 
provide for those Filipino veterans who 
fought under the U.S. flag during 
World War II. 

After 8 months of obstruction by the 
Republicans, it is time to allow this 
bill to be debated. If there are people 
who don’t like provisions in this bill, 
they can offer an amendment to try to 
take them out. Why hold up benefits 
for veterans? 

This legislation provides much need-
ed benefits and includes 8 titles, with 
38 benefits. If there were ever a piece of 
legislation that should not be stalled, 
obstructed, and delayed, it is this one. 
We have waited 8 months to bring this 
up. With the Republicans, it is always 
tomorrow, we almost have it worked 
out, or how about tomorrow or next 
week or next month? We cannot wait 
any longer. People have to step up to 
the bar here, Mr. President, on Tues-
day at noon and vote to find out if we 
can legislate for the veterans coming 
back from Iraq and those veterans who 
have, prior to Iraq, dedicated their 
lives to the service of their country, 
our country. 
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COMMEMORATING EARTH DAY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, 38 years 
ago, Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wis-
consin founded Earth Day to celebrate 
the environment and to call attention 
to the major environmental issues of 

the time. Once again we celebrate the 
progress we have made to protect our 
environment, and are again called upon 
to address new challenges facing our 
planet. 

Since Earth Day’s conception in 1970 
our Nation has worked to reduce pollu-
tion and clean up lakes, streams, and 
the air we breathe. These environ-
mental accomplishments have made us 
healthier, our economy prosper, and 
have helped to make America even 
more beautiful. 

Although we have made great strides 
to improve and protect our environ-
ment, it is clear that we are facing one 
of the gravest environmental chal-
lenges of our time. Global warming 
from man-made greenhouse gas emis-
sions may be the most complicated cri-
sis our world has ever faced. We must 
address it quickly and boldly in the 
United States and assert global leader-
ship on this most important issue. 

Rising temperatures threaten to dev-
astate western landscapes, intensify 
drought, and magnify summer heat 
waves. Fortunately, if we act swiftly, 
we still have a narrow window of time 
and opportunity to reduce our green-
house gas emissions and mitigate the 
impacts of climate change. 

Over the next 15 years, I am con-
fident that we can reduce emissions by 
at least 25 percent. We will establish a 
framework for capping greenhouse gas 
emissions without imposing economic 
hardship on Americans. We will also 
create a business environment that 
provides ample incentives to phase out 
rapidly our current outdated 19th cen-
tury energy production and decision-
making methods. 

Global warming is an enormous op-
portunity wrapped in a complex chal-
lenge. On this Earth Day, I want Ne-
vadans and all Americans to embrace 
and prepare for the challenge, and rec-
ognize the tremendous opportunity we 
have to improve our energy security, 
create hundreds of thousands of new 
jobs and develop the new, clean, effi-
ciency and renewable energy economy 
of the future. With the right invest-
ments and political will, we can soon 
power all our cars, homes and industry 
with power from the Sun, the wind, and 
the Earth. 

In a 100-mile-square area of Nevada 
and the Southwest’s desert, we have 
enough solar energy resources to sup-
ply the entire United States with elec-
tricity. This might seem unreal today 
because our thinking is shaped most by 
those who profit from selling us fossil 
fuels. But, solar technologies at the 
utility-scale and in distributed applica-
tions are quickly becoming economical 
and have far far fewer of the hidden 
costs of coal, nuclear and other 
unsustainable resources. 

In addition, we have vast wind and 
geothermal resources that America has 
only begun to tap. By expanding and 
improving transmission access to rural 

and undeveloped areas where solar, 
wind and geothermal are often most 
plentiful, our renewable energy re-
sources can work in affordable har-
mony, improving our energy security 
and reliability, using cost-free fuel for 
ever. 

In a speech I gave earlier this year, I 
established five policy goals to pro-
mote renewable energy. These prin-
ciples will help launch Nevada and the 
nation in a new direction that chooses 
ingenuity over stagnation, progress 
over pollution. They include: consumer 
choice—allowing consumers to choose 
renewable energy to power their homes 
at reasonable cost; consumer empower-
ment—allowing homeowners to receive 
credit for generating their own renew-
able electricity; making space for re-
newables—setting aside federal land for 
renewable energy production; invest-
ment—providing incentives to utility 
companies to choose renewables and ef-
ficiency over fossil fuels; and electric 
cars—building a smart grid that can 
charge electric automobiles. 

Achieving these policy goals could 
help make our nation more sustain-
able, both environmentally and eco-
nomically. They are some of the nec-
essary steps we must take toward a 
low-carbon economy. 

Climate scientists tell us that the 
countries of the world have approxi-
mately 10–15 years to radically trans-
form the way that energy is made and 
consumed because greenhouse gas con-
centrations in the atmosphere are 
verging on dangerous interference with 
the global climate system. This means 
making tremendous reductions quickly 
and ensuring that our energy decisions 
today do not warp the future for our 
children and generations to come. 

As we celebrate Earth Day this year, 
I ask that you join me in thinking 
about the road ahead and how we will 
overcome this great environmental 
challenge that we face as Nevadans, 
Americans, and citizens of the world. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

NATIONAL WEEK OF THE YOUNG 
CHILD 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I 
recognize the National Week of the 
Young Child. This week provides all of 
us here in Washington the opportunity 
to reflect on the ways in which we can 
better care for children in our commu-
nities and more effectively cooperate 
with teachers, parents, and other care-
givers. 

Critical to the success of many dis-
advantaged Iowa children is the Head 
Start program. If we really want to get 
kids ready for school, we must focus on 
early intervention. This means improv-
ing access to education and develop-
mental services to help provide kids 
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