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I urge my Republican colleagues to 

break away from this foolishness and 
join us in providing a pension for the 
brave Filipino troops who stood with 
us, fought with us, and helped us win 
World War II. I hope the Republicans 
will support all components of this leg-
islation. It is good legislation, but it 
should be known that I have reached 
out to Republicans on this issue on 
many occasions, with no takers. 

As I said to Senator BURR on the 
floor yesterday, if he does not like this 
provision, why hold up the whole bill? 
We should have been on the bill Thurs-
day night, Friday, Monday. It is Tues-
day now. Offer an amendment. Say: I 
don’t believe these people who were not 
front-line soldiers deserve anything. 
They are old. The average age is 84. 
They do not deserve anything. Let’s 
strike that with an amendment. 

Let’s have a debate on it and vote on 
it, not hold up the whole bill. But that 
is what is being done. If a majority of 
the Senators vote for the amendment, 
the bill will be altered. That is how the 
legislative process is supposed to work. 
We should not have to invoke cloture 
on a motion to proceed simply to begin 
to legislate. 

So I hope cloture will be invoked and, 
if it is, we do not have to use the 
postcloture 30 hours to sit around and 
do nothing. We should be able to start 
legislating on this bill. I am not even 
asking Republicans to support the bill 
at this point, just support allowing us 
to move to the bill so we can start leg-
islating. 

This is an example; almost 70 times 
in a little over a year, the Republicans 
have stopped us from moving legisla-
tion. Is it any wonder that today it is 
reported ‘‘Bush’s disapproval rating 
worst of any president in 70 years’’? 
That is no surprise. Holding up legisla-
tion, even legislation with which they 
agree, hold us up, just to stall, to 
maintain the status quo. What is the 
status quo giving the American people? 
Nothing. And that is how they feel 
about President Bush. That is why we 
see this headline in today’s paper. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

VETERANS’ BENEFITS 
ENHANCEMENT ACT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, of 
course the bill is not being held up, and 
of course the majority does not need 
permission from us to take up the bill. 
Today we will, in fact, vote on the clo-
ture motion to proceed to the Vet-
erans’ Benefits Enhancement Act of 
2007. It is my belief cloture should be 
invoked and will be invoked. 

There is actually much to commend 
in this bill. It will improve the lives of 

our veterans by supplementing the 
level of assistance for disabled veterans 
for the purchase of automobiles and in-
creasing assistance for those veterans 
who need to modify their homes to ac-
commodate their disabilities. 

I wish to recognize with admiration 
my colleague from North Carolina, the 
ranking member of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, and thank him for 
his hard work on this bill. Yesterday, 
he made clear that he will offer a sub-
stitute that seeks to correct the one 
glaring flaw contained within S. 1315, a 
provision that would divert $221 mil-
lion over the next 10 years to create a 
special pension for Filipino veterans of 
the Second World War living in the 
Philippines who have no service-con-
nected disability. That money, of 
course, would be diverted at the ex-
pense of American veterans living in 
America. The Senator from North 
Carolina spoke eloquently about the 
fact that diverting these resources 
from our veterans returning from Iraq 
and Afghanistan represents misplaced 
priorities, and I agree with him. 

My expectation is the Senate will 
have a healthy debate concerning this 
provision. Senators on my side of the 
aisle will have ample opportunity to 
amend the committee bill so we can 
have a bill that will pass with bipar-
tisan support and be signed into law. It 
is my hope we can work together on 
this bill and produce another strong, 
bipartisan achievement for our vet-
erans. I expect that to happen cer-
tainly in the very near future. We will 
have an opportunity in our conference 
at noon to discuss going forward, but 
we anticipate moving forward with the 
Burr amendment early in the process. I 
think we are going to be able to get a 
strong, bipartisan accomplishment in 
the very near future in the Senate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want the 
world to hear what the Republican 
leader just said: We are not holding up 
the bill. That simply is without any 
basis of fact. That is why we are going 
to vote at noon on being able to move 
to the bill. In years past, it was done 
automatically. Rarely did we have to 
file a motion to invoke cloture on the 
motion to proceed. It is Orwellian, 
what my friend just said. Of course 
they are holding up the bill. And we 
have asked other times to move to this 
legislation, as far back as November 
2007. 

So, Mr. President, I now ask unani-
mous consent that following morning 
business, we move to the bill, we viti-
ate the need to invoke cloture on the 
motion to proceed, that all germane 
amendments would be in order—and 
certainly what Senator BURR said he 
wanted to do would be totally germane. 
It is a striking provision. 

I ask unanimous consent that fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate 

move to the bill that is before the Sen-
ate. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, I really 
think any observers will find all of this 
quite silly, really. We are going to dis-
cuss the measure at noon. Many in my 
conference are not on the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee and have not had an 
opportunity to hear from Senator BURR 
about this issue. Yesterday was a no- 
vote day. Members were not around. 
We are going to discuss the matter at 
noon. 

I already indicated to my good friend 
the majority leader that we are going 
to be able to move forward, I think, 
with dispatch on this issue, and we are 
going to get a bipartisan accomplish-
ment. No amount of trying to steam-
roll the minority into giving up its 
rights is going to work. Maybe that is 
one of the reasons this Congress has a 
lower approval than the President of 
the United States. My good friend the 
majority leader never misses an oppor-
tunity to talk about the President not 
being very popular. Every time in the 
future the majority leader wants to 
bring up the President’s popularity, I 
will bring up the popularity of this new 
majority which makes the President’s 
popularity look really good. 

What I think the American people 
would like for us to do is to quit this 
silly sparring back and forth, and fin-
ger-pointing, and legislate. We have a 
very good chance to begin this week 
with a strong bipartisan accomplish-
ment, and I think we ought to get 
about it. As soon as lunch is out of the 
way and Senator BURR has had an op-
portunity to brief our Members on this 
measure, with which many of them are 
not yet familiar, we will sit down, as 
we always do, the majority leader and 
I, with smiles on our faces, and figure 
out how to go forward. And I think we 
will be able to get there in the rel-
atively near future. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
Mr. REID. So that it is very clear, 

the statement of the Republican leader 
was untrue. He can talk all he wants 
about finger-pointing. All we want to 
do is legislate. That is what we want to 
do. And it would seem to me, as this 
legislation has been pending for 9 
months—reported out of the committee 
9 months ago—that since we are deal-
ing with the veterans, the people for 
whom we want to do the very best we 
can because they deserve it, that in 9 
months the Republican caucus would 
have been able to focus on veterans and 
health care and not wait until today, 
April 22—or whatever today is, 9 
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