
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 5 6453 April 22, 2008 
veterans that they have earned and 
that they deserve, but we can’t forget 
the unfinished business of this Con-
gress last December when we wrapped 
up the fiscal year 2008 appropriations 
bill and we left a balance of more than 
$100 billion that the Department of De-
fense said it needed to fight the global 
war on terror. 

In other words, it is important to 
support our veterans, but I would sub-
mit it is equally important to make 
sure we are supporting our troops cur-
rently in the fight and in harm’s way, 
and this Congress has an unfortunate 
record of delaying that and playing po-
litical games with that money. It is 
time that should end. 

In the Army alone, this shortfall 
amounts to $66 billion. As a result, the 
Army will run out of pay for Active 
Duty and National Guard soldiers in 
June unless Congress acts promptly. 

At the same time, funding for extra 
vehicle armor, hospital construction 
and renovation, and new service vehi-
cles will dry up. Our troops will not 
have the resources they need to carry 
out their mission unless we act soon to 
pass this emergency supplemental ap-
propriation. 

Provincial reconstruction teams will 
also run out of funding. These teams 
are an integral part of our strategy in 
Iraq and go a long way to fostering 
growth, freedom, and good ties to the 
Iraqi communities and ensuring we win 
the battle for hearts and minds as well. 

We have also appropriated less than 
half of what the military leaders in 
Iraq tell us they need for the Com-
manders’ Emergency Response Pro-
gram, or CERP, which is essential for 
continued bottom-up reconciliation ef-
forts. We should not hold this funding 
hostage to political gains, and it 
should not become a vessel for 
porkbarrel projects and bloated spend-
ing. 

We should pass a clean emergency 
supplemental funding bill for our 
troops as soon as we possibly can, and 
I hope immediately following the pas-
sage of this legislation we are on 
today. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

STAFF SERGEANT JUSTIN YOUNG 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, it is my 

honor to speak today about a young 
man whose courage and strength have 
earned him the Silver Star, and more 
importantly the respect and admira-
tion of all those who have heard about 
his story. 

SSG Justin Young was born in Mes-
quite, TX, just outside of Dallas. The 
son of John Young and Kathy Sutton, 
Justin was a swimmer for the Boerne 
High School Greyhounds. After grad-
uating, he told his dad he needed to 
find his priorities and his focus in life. 
That level of maturity and insight is 
rare for someone so young, and it al-

ready tells you something about the 
character of Justin Young. 

Justin decided what was best for him 
was to join the U.S. Army. I doubt any-
one in this body would deny that the 
U.S. Army has a long and storied his-
tory of taking young men and women 
with strong character and trans-
forming them into proven soldiers, and 
also into courageous leaders as well. 
Justin was no exception. 

Just over a year ago, on March 24, 
Justin and the rest of the 82nd Air-
borne were conducting operations in 
Diyala Province in Iraq. As the squad 
leader with C Troop, Justin led his 
nine-soldier squad into a compound in 
Qubbah, Iraq, a location where known 
enemy fighters were entrenched. 

Once inside the compound, Justin 
and his troops quickly encountered 
armed insurgents. Justin disarmed and 
detained a guard before pressing on. In 
the confusion of the initial entry, Ser-
geant Young was ambushed by a hidden 
fighter about 10 feet away. The enemy 
fired his AK–47 assault rifle, hitting 
Justin’s rifle three times and striking 
Justin once in the chest. The force of 
these shots sprayed shrapnel up into 
Justin’s neck and knocked him off his 
feet. 

Injured, and with a broken weapon, 
Justin killed his attacker and got to 
his feet. Now, it is difficult for us here 
in the comfort of our Nation’s Capitol 
to imagine what such a fight for one’s 
life must be like. We can only try to 
imagine the chaos and confusion, the 
adrenaline, the pain, and the fear. You 
wouldn’t blame anyone for pulling 
back after something like that. But, 
frankly, that is one thing that makes 
these young men and women so excep-
tional, and that is what makes them 
the U.S. Army. 

Justin got up, took a confiscated 
enemy AK–47 and three magazines, and 
refusing medical attention, continued 
to lead his troops through 5 more days 
of fighting. That is, Mr. President, the 
kind of courage, strength, and selfless-
ness that ought to leave all of us in 
awe. 

Justin finished out his 15-month as-
signment in Iraq in August and came 
home, a hero to many—perhaps not the 
least of which being his father. Try as 
he might, his dad John simply could 
not put into words how proud he was 
and is of his son. After having dinner 
with Justin’s unit at Fort Bragg, he 
said simply, ‘‘He’s unbelievable and so 
are his friends.’’ Both Justin and his 
father would be quick to remind us 
that even though Justin received this 
medal, it is all the men and women 
serving in our military who deserve our 
admiration and respect. 

John told me that while ‘‘Justin was 
there for his buddies, they were there 
for him, too.’’ Soldiers like Justin and 
his squadmates are a prime example of 
the great commitment all of our troops 
share, not only to each other but to our 

country as well. As such, they serve 
two of the most noble principles the 
world will ever know. 

What is Justin doing now? Having 
found his focus and oriented his prior-
ities, with an example of true courage 
and dedication, Justin reenlisted in the 
Army just before finishing his first 
tour. Despite his harrowing experience, 
Justin stood in the sands of Iraq and he 
raised his right hand and swore to con-
tinue his service to the defense of our 
great Nation. Recognizing his great 
courage and leadership, Justin is now 
training with the hopes of joining the 
special forces. 

That is why I wanted to come to the 
floor today and honor Justin’s exem-
plary service to our country. He is just 
one example of the bravery, courage, 
and strength of thousands of Texans, 
both past and present, who have served 
in the U.S. military. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Arizona is rec-
ognized. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I appreciate 

my colleague from Texas putting a per-
sonal face on this war. Our young men 
and women are making tremendous 
sacrifices. We here in the Congress 
should be willing to do our part to en-
sure they succeed in their mission. 
Hearing a story like Justin’s simply 
confirms that we should redouble our 
efforts to fund what they need to carry 
out their mission. 

The majority leader talked a little 
bit earlier about delays with the legis-
lation that is currently pending before 
the Senate. It is going to take us 2 or 
3 days, presumably, to complete this 
legislation that is currently pending—2 
or 3 days. That is not a big delay in the 
Senate. But 14 months is a big delay, 
and that is the time since the Presi-
dent first asked for the supplemental 
appropriations to help fund our troops 
fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan—14 
months ago. That is a real delay. It is 
because I believe the majority party 
believed they could delay and delay 
and thereby apply pressure to accom-
plish one of two objectives—either put 
pressure on the administration to back 
off of the war effort or, knowing we are 
now really up against a funding 
crunch, put pressure on the President 
to accept a lot of unrelated spending, 
spending that has to do with our pet 
projects here at home. That is on the 
theory that the President would have 
to sign a bill because our troops are so 
desperate for the funding they need, 
even if that bill includes a lot of unre-
lated spending Members of Congress 
want for their folks back home. We 
should not submit to what I would 
refer to as legislative blackmail, to 
hold our troops hostage, in effect, for 
this domestic spending. Nothing else 
explains this 14-month delay. 
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