
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 56490 April 22, 2008 
TRIBUTE TO PHIL BLADINE 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President. ‘‘To live 
fully,’’ wrote Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
‘‘is to be engaged in the passions of 
one’s time.’’ I rise today to pay tribute 
to Phil Bladine, a remarkable Orego-
nian, who passed away last week at the 
age of 89. There can be no doubt that 
Phil Bladine lived a very full life, as he 
devoted much of it to making a posi-
tive difference in the issues of his time. 

A native of Iowa, Phil first arrived in 
McMinnville, OR, as a 14-year-old, 
when his father purchased a commu-
nity newspaper. After graduating from 
high school and college, Phil did as did 
so many others of the ‘‘Greatest Gen-
eration’’—he wore the uniform of our 
country. Phil joined the Navy in 1940, 
and eventually would become an Exec-
utive Officer of an LST, a 228-foot ship 
that carried U.S. Marines and landing 
crafts in the Pacific Theater. 

After the war, Phil would return to 
McMinnville, where he would spend 
much of the next half century at the 
helm of the McMinnville News-Reg-
ister. Under his commonsense leader-
ship, the News-Register became a posi-
tive and respected force for progress in 
Yamhill County and all of Oregon. 

Phil was a natural leader who lent 
his time and talent to countless orga-
nizations and worthy causes, including 
the Oregon Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation, the Republican Party, St. Bar-
nabas Episcopal Church, the 
McMinnville Chamber of Commerce, 
Associated Oregon Industries, and the 
Oregon Economic Development Com-
mission. I am just one of many elected 
officials who, over the years, counted 
on Phil for advise and counsel. I always 
knew that instead of telling me what I 
wanted to hear, he would tell me what 
I needed to hear. 

Mr. President, I extend my condo-
lences to Phil’s wife Margaret ‘‘Meg’’ 
Bladine; his daughter Pam; his son Jeb; 
and all the members of the Bladine 
family. May they find solace in the 
words of the Greek poet, Sophocles, 
who wrote, ‘‘One must wait until the 
evening to see how splendid the day 
has been.’’ I am confident that in the 
evening of his time on earth, Phil 
Bladine could look back at a life filled 
with family and friends, a life filled 
with making a difference for his coun-
try, his state, and his community, and 
he could say, ‘‘The day has indeed been 
splendid.’’∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT 
RESOLUTION SIGNED 

At 12:45 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill and joint 
resolution: 

H.R. 1119. An act to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to revise the congressional 
charter of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart of the United States of America, In-
corporated, to authorize associate member-
ship in the corporation for the spouse and 
siblings of a recipient of the Purple Heart 
medal. 

H. J. Res. 70. Joint resolution congratu-
lating the Army Reserve on its centennial, 
which will be formally celebrated on April 
23, 2008, and commemorating the historic 
contributions of its veterans and continuing 
contributions of its soldiers to the vital na-
tional security interests and homeland de-
fense missions of the United States. 

The enrolled bill and joint resolution 
were subsequently signed by the Presi-
dent pro tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5902. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Source Rules In-
volving U.S. Possessions and Other Con-
forming Changes’’ ((RIN1545–BF85)(TD 9391)) 
received on April 17, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC–5903. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed tech-
nical assistance agreement for the export of 
technical data in support of the A400M Mili-
tary Transport Aircraft; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5904. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed license 
for the export of a commercial communica-
tions satellite to Russia and Kazakhstan for 
launch; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5905. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of the proposed 
transfer of eight Patriot missile systems 
from the Government of Germany to the 
Government of the Republic of Korea; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5906. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the certification of a proposed agree-
ment for the export of defense articles to 
support the Portuguese Air Force P–3C Air-
craft Program; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC–5907. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as 
amended, the report of the texts and back-
ground statements of international agree-
ments, other than treaties (List 2008-35— 
2008–43); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–5908. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Toll-Free Number 

for Reporting Adverse Events on Labeling 
for Human Drug Products’’ ((RIN0910– 
AC35)(Docket No. 2003N–0342)) received on 
April 17, 2008; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5909. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of action on a nomination for 
the position of Assistant Secretary for 
Health, received on April 17, 2008; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–5910. A communication from the Chair-
man, U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled, ‘‘In Search of Highly Skilled Workers: 
A Study on the Hiring of Upper Level Em-
ployees from Outside the Federal Govern-
ment’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–5911. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Community Relations Serv-
ice, Department of Justice, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of action on a 
nomination for the position of Director, re-
ceived on April 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC–5912. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and Tech-
nology), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port relative to the steps taken by the De-
partment to implement the Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned Small Business Program; to 
the Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petitions and memo-

rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–303. A resolution adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Miami- 
Dade County of the State of Florida urging 
the Florida Legislature to require res-
taurants to post nutrition information; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

POM–304. A resolution adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Miami- 
Dade County of the State of Florida urging 
the Florida Public Service Commission to 
adopt final rules that will encourage the use 
of consumer-owned solar and other renew-
able energy systems; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

POM–305. A letter from a private citizen 
relative to the use of funds over the next 20 
years; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

POM–306. A resolution adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Miami- 
Dade County of the State of Florida urging 
the Florida Legislature to sign into law leg-
islation reinstating a property tax exemp-
tion for solar energy systems; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

POM–307. A resolution adopted by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Miami- 
Dade County of the State of Florida urging 
the Florida Legislature to provide matching 
funds for solar and other energy saving 
water heater installations for low-income 
homeowners; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

POM–308. A collection of petitions for-
warded by the Benefit Security Coalition rel-
ative to establishing a more equitable meth-
od of computing cost of living adjustments 
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