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S. RES. 515 

At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. Res. 515, a resolution 
commemorating the life and work of 
Dith Pran. 

S. RES. 518 

At the request of Mr. DODD, the 
names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BAYH), the Senator 
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Sen-
ator from New York (Mr. SCHUMER), 
the Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH) and 
the Senator from Washington (Mrs. 
MURRAY) were added as cosponsors of 
S. Res. 518, a resolution designating 
the third week of April 2008 as ‘‘Na-
tional Shaken Baby Syndrome Aware-
ness Week’’. 

S. RES. 520 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Res. 520, a resolution desig-
nating May 16, 2008, as ‘‘Endangered 
Species Day’’. 

S. RES. 523 

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. DEMINT) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 523, a resolution ex-
pressing the strong support of the Sen-
ate for the declaration of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization at the Bu-
charest Summit that Ukraine and 
Georgia will become members of the al-
liance. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
ENSIGN): 

S. 2898. A bill to provide for the re-
lease of certain land from the Sunrise 
Mountain Instant Study Area in the 
State of Nevada; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to introduce the Orchard Detention 
Basin Flood Control Act for myself and 
Senator ENSIGN. This Act will release 
approximately 65 acres of land man-
aged by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment in Clark County, NV, from the 
Sunrise Mountain Instant Study Area. 
The release will allow for the construc-
tion of an important flood control 
project. 

The Orchard Detention Basin project 
is part of the Clark County Regional 
Flood Control District’s Master Plan to 
protect the Las Vegas Valley. This 
comprehensive floodplain management 
program is designed to protect private 
and public lands from flood damage and 
to save lives in this rapidly growing 
metropolitan area. When completed, 
the Orchard Detention Basin project 
will protect approximately 1,200 acres 
of urban development from flooding, 

including 2,500 homes and three 
schools. The project will also reduce 
the magnitude of flooding further 
downstream. 

The boundary change executed by 
this legislation is needed because a 
portion of the detention basin project 
lies within the boundaries of the Sun-
rise Mountain Instant Study Area. An 
‘‘instant study area’’ designation 
places development restrictions on 
public lands similar to those on wilder-
ness study areas. This designation cur-
rently prevents the construction of 
this important flood control project, 
leaving the land and residents living 
downstream vulnerable to flood dam-
age. 

Even though the Las Vegas Valley is 
a desert, flash flooding is an all too 
common problem affecting the people 
in Las Vegas. In just the last decade, 
Las Vegas Valley has been hit with five 
100-year storm events. A severe thun-
derstorm in 1999 dropped over 3 inches 
of rain in 11⁄2 hours, resulting in a dis-
aster declaration. Along with property 
damage and deaths related to flooding, 
Clark County residents experience in-
convenience resulting from impassable 
roads during flooding events. Support 
services such as police, fire and ambu-
lance can also be delayed, creating life- 
threatening incidents. 

The House of Representatives has al-
ready taken up and passed this legisla-
tion during the current Congress. The 
version that I am introducing today re-
flects the amendments that were 
adopted in the House. I look forward to 
working with the Energy Committee 
and my other distinguished friends to 
move this bill in a timely manner dur-
ing the current session. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2898 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Orchard De-
tention Basin Flood Control Act’’. 
SEC. 2. RELEASE OF CERTAIN LAND IN THE SUN-

RISE MOUNTAIN INSTANT STUDY 
AREA. 

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that the land 
described in subsection (c) has been ade-
quately studied for wilderness designation 
under section 603 of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782). 

(b) RELEASE.—The land described in sub-
section (c)— 

(1) is no longer subject to section 603(c) of 
the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1782(c)); and 

(2) shall be managed in accordance with— 
(A) land management plans adopted under 

section 202 of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1712); and 
(B) cooperative conservation agreements 

in existence on the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

(c) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re-
ferred to in subsections (a) and (b) is the ap-

proximately 65 acres of land in the Sunrise 
Mountain Instant Study Area of Clark Coun-
ty, Nevada, that is— 

(1) known as the ‘‘Orchard Detention 
Basin’’; and 

(2) designated for release on the map titled 
‘‘Orchard Detention Basin’’ and dated March 
18, 2005. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 524—HON-
ORING THE ENTREPRENEURIAL 
SPIRIT OF THE OWNERS OF 
SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS IN 
THE UNITED STATES DURING 
NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS 
WEEK, BEGINNING APRIL 21, 2008 

Mr. KERRY (for himself, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. VITTER, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mrs. DOLE, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. 
THUNE, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. 
BAYH, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. 
LEVIN, and Mr. TESTER) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship: 

S. RES. 524 

Whereas the 26,800,000 small business con-
cerns in the United States are the driving 
force behind the Nation’s economy, creating 
more than 2⁄3 of all net new jobs and gener-
ating more than 50 percent of the Nation’s 
nonfarm gross domestic product; 

Whereas small business concerns represent 
99.7 percent of all businesses and employ 50 
percent of the Nation’s workforce; 

Whereas small business concerns represent 
97 percent of all exporters and produce 28.6 
percent of exported goods; 

Whereas small business concerns are the 
Nation’s innovators, advancing technology 
and productivity; 

Whereas the resilience, vitality, and 
growth of small business concerns are crit-
ical to the Nation’s competitiveness during a 
time of economic downturn; 

Whereas Congress established the Small 
Business Administration in 1953, to aid, 
counsel, assist, and protect the interests of 
small business concerns in order to preserve 
free competitive enterprise, to ensure that a 
fair proportion of the total purchases and 
contracts or subcontracts for property and 
services for the Federal Government be 
placed with small business concerns, to en-
sure that a fair proportion of the total sales 
of Government property be made to such 
small business concerns, and to maintain 
and strengthen the overall economy of the 
Nation; 

Whereas for over 50 years, the Small Busi-
ness Administration has provided aid and as-
sistance to millions of entrepreneurs who 
have succeeded in achieving the American 
dream of owning a small business concern, 
and thus has played a key role in fostering 
economic growth; and 

Whereas the President has designated the 
week beginning April 21, 2008, as National 
Small Business Week: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors the entrepreneurial spirit of the 

owners of small business concerns in the 
United States during National Small Busi-
ness Week, beginning April 21, 2008; 

(2) honors the efforts and achievements of 
the owners and employees of small business 
concerns, whose hard work, commitment to 
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