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Eleven years later, I have no doubt in 

my mind that the Senate did the right 
thing. The CWC clearly serves the na-
tional security interests of the U.S. It 
continues to enhance international 
peace and security. 

Since the CWC entered into force, 183 
States have signed on to the treaty’s 
commitment to forgo poison gas for-
ever, and have subjected themselves to 
the treaty’s verification procedures. 
States Parties to the CWC have de-
stroyed over 27,000 tons of chemical 
weapons—over a third of the world’s 
declared stockpiles—and 11 destruction 
facilities around the world are working 
to destroy even more. Sixty-five chem-
ical weapons production facilities that, 
without a Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion, could have churned out still more 
poison gas are no longer carrying out 
that horrible work, and all but 4 of 
those former weapons production fa-
cilities have been verifiably destroyed 
or converted to peaceful purposes. Most 
importantly, there has been no use of 
chemical weapons by any country in 
the last 11 years, and no international 
support for the use of such weapons by 
terrorist groups. 

Under the able leadership of its Di-
rector-General, Ambassador Rogelio 
Pfirter, the Organization for the Pre-
vention of Chemical Weapons runs a 
tight ship. It works with all States 
Parties to improve national declara-
tions, to mount effective inspections, 
and to secure the adoption of effective 
national laws, regulations and proce-
dures that criminalize and guard 
against the production or stockpiling 
of chemical weapons. 

The States Parties to the Chemical 
Weapons Convention are gathering 
over the next 2 weeks in The Nether-
lands for the Convention’s Second Re-
view Conference. Senator LUGAR and I 
have introduced this resolution during 
the Review Conference in order to reaf-
firm the Senate’s commitment to the 
goals of the CWC. We are proud of the 
progress that has been made so far, and 
we call upon all States Parties to con-
tinue to meet their commitments 
under the CWC and to do all they can 
to further the noble aims of the Con-
vention. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 526—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 20 THROUGH 26, 
2008, AS ‘‘NATIONAL COMMUNITY 
HEALTH AIDE, COMMUNITY 
HEALTH PRACTITIONER, AND 
DENTAL HEALTH AIDE WEEK’’ 

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. STEVENS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 526 

Whereas Alaska experienced one of the 
most extreme tuberculosis epidemics in re-
corded history in the 1950s; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram in Alaska was created during the 1950s, 
in response to the unique health care needs 
of remote Alaskan communities; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram, which currently consists of 550 Com-
munity Health Aides and Community Health 
Practitioners and 40 Dental Health Aides, 
serves 178 isolated Alaskan communities to 
provide emergency, primary health care, and 
oral health care; 

Whereas Community Health Aides, Com-
munity Health Practitioners, and Dental 
Health Aides have proven their dedication to 
serving Alaskans and their ability to work in 
some of the most challenging and diverse 
settings in the world; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is the only program of its kind in the 
United States, and other countries have 
modeled their delivery of rural health care 
after this program; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has proven to be effective, efficient, 
and essential in improving the health of the 
inhabitants of rural Alaska; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is a patient’s first contact within the 
network of health care professionals in the 
Alaska Tribal Health Care System and is one 
of the most effective means of delivering 
health care services to Alaskan commu-
nities; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram was created with a focus on tuber-
culosis, meningitis, and other infectious dis-
eases, but now successfully cares for other 
common diseases such as diabetes and heart 
disease; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram also serves the oral health needs of 
Alaskans, and is in the process of adding 
services to address the behavioral health 
needs of rural Alaska; and 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has successfully adapted over the last 
50 years to the ever-evolving health care 
landscape of Alaskan communities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates April 
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community 
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week’’. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 527—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 23, 2008, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY’’ 

Mr. WEBB (for himself and Mr. WAR-
NER) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 527 

Whereas libraries are an essential part of 
our communities and our national system of 
education; 

Whereas the citizens of the United States 
benefit significantly from libraries that 
serve as an open place for people of all ages 
and backgrounds to make use of books and 
other resources that offer pathways to learn-
ing, self-discovery, and the pursuit of knowl-
edge; 

Whereas the libraries of the United States 
depend on the generous donations and sup-
port of individuals and groups to ensure that 
those who are unable to purchase books still 
have access to a wide variety of resources; 

Whereas certain nonprofit organizations 
facilitate donations of books to schools and 
libraries across the country to extend the 
joys of reading to millions of people in the 

United States and prevent used books from 
being thrown away; and 

Whereas several States and Common-
wealths that recognize the importance of li-
braries and reading have adopted resolutions 
commemorating April 23 as ‘‘Adopt A Li-
brary Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 23, 2008, as ‘‘National 

Adopt A Library Day’’; 
(2) honors organizations that help facili-

tate donations to schools and libraries; 
(3) urges all people in the United States 

who own unused books to donate those books 
to local libraries; 

(4) strongly supports children and families 
who take advantage of the resources pro-
vided by schools and libraries; and 

(5) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe the day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 528—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 25, 2008, AS 
‘‘GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY’’ 

Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself, Mr. 
AKAKA, Mr. BAYH, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. DODD, Mrs. DOLE, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. GREGG, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, Ms. 
LANDRIEU, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. 
MARTINEZ, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. 
OBAMA, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. STEVENS, and 
Mr. TESTER) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 528 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day is an 
annual public awareness and education cam-
paign that highlights the valuable contribu-
tions that young people make to their com-
munities; 

Whereas the goals of Global Youth Service 
Day are to—(1) mobilize the youth of the 
United States to identify and address the 
needs of their communities through service 
and service-learning; (2) support young peo-
ple in embarking on a lifelong path of serv-
ice and civic engagement; and (3) educate the 
public, the media, and policymakers about 
contributions made by young people as com-
munity leaders throughout the year; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day, a pro-
gram of Youth Service America, is the larg-
est service event in the world and in 2008 is 
being observed for the 20th consecutive year 
in the United States and for the 9th year 
globally in more than 100 countries; 

Whereas young people in the United States 
and in many other countries are volun-
teering more than in any other generation in 
history; 

Whereas children and youth not only rep-
resent the future of the world, but also are 
leaders and assets today; 

Whereas children and youth should be val-
ued for the idealism, energy, creativity, and 
unique perspectives that they use when ad-
dressing critical global issues such as pov-
erty, hunger, illiteracy, education, gang ac-
tivity, natural disasters, climate change, and 
myriad others; 
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Whereas a fundamental and conclusive cor-

relation exists between youth service, life-
long adult volunteering, and philanthropy; 

Whereas service-learning is a teaching and 
learning strategy that integrates meaningful 
community service with mastery of aca-
demic curricula by helping young people 
make important connections between what 
they are studying and the challenges that 
they see in their communities; 

Whereas several private foundations and 
corporations in the United States support 
service-learning as a means for young people 
to build character and develop the leadership 
and career-preparedness skills that are nec-
essary for the United States to be competi-
tive in the 21st century, including time man-
agement, decision-making, teamwork, and 
problem solving; 

Whereas a report by Civic Enterprises 
found that 47 percent of high school dropouts 
reported boredom as a primary reason for 
dropping out; 

Whereas high quality, semester-long serv-
ice-learning has been found to increase stu-
dents’ academic engagement and achieve-
ment, motivation to learn, school attend-
ance, civic participation, character develop-
ment, and career aspirations; 

Whereas Global Youth Service Day engages 
millions of young people worldwide with the 
support of 75 lead agencies, 45 international 
organizations, and 120 national partners; 

Whereas a growing number of Global 
Youth Service Day projects involve youth 
working collaboratively across national and 
geographic boundaries, increasing intercul-
tural understanding and promoting the sense 
that they are global citizens; and 

Whereas both young people and their com-
munities will benefit greatly from expanded 
opportunities for youth to engage in volun-
teer service and service-learning: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes and commends the signifi-

cant contributions of the youth of the 
United States and encourages the cultiva-
tion of a civic bond among young people 
dedicated to serving their neighbors, their 
communities, and the Nation; 

(2) designates April 25, 2008, as ‘‘Global 
Youth Service Day’’; and 

(3) calls on the citizens of the United 
States to— 

(A) observe the day by encouraging youth 
to participate in civic and community serv-
ice projects and by joining them in such 
projects; 

(B) recognize the volunteer efforts of the 
young people of the United States through-
out the year; and 

(C) support the volunteer efforts of young 
people and engage them in meaningful learn-
ing and decision-making opportunities today 
as an investment in the future of the United 
States. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4559. Mr. FEINGOLD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to enhance life insurance bene-
fits for disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4560. Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr. 
TESTER, and Mr. LUGAR) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4561. Mr. MENENDEZ submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 

to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4562. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4563. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4564. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4565. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4566. Mr. SANDERS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 4567. Mr. THUNE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4568. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 4569. Mr. INHOFE submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 1315, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4559. Mr. FEINGOLD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 1315, to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to enhance 
life insurance benefits for disabled vet-
erans, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 78, after line 4, add the following: 
SEC. 808. AUTHORITIES AND REQUIREMENTS 

FOR ENHANCEMENT OF OUTREACH 
OF ACTIVITIES DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 5 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new sub-
chapter: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER IV—OUTREACH 
‘‘§ 561. Outreach activities: funding 

‘‘(a) SEPARATE ACCOUNT FOR OUTREACH AC-
TIVITIES.—The Secretary shall establish a 
separate account for the funding of the out-
reach activities of the Department, and shall 
establish within such account a separate 
subaccount for the funding of the outreach 
activities of each element of the Department 
specified in subsection (c). 

‘‘(b) BUDGET REQUIREMENTS.—In the budget 
justification materials submitted to Con-
gress in support of the Department budget 
for any fiscal year (as submitted with the 
budget of the President under section 1105(a) 
of title 31), the Secretary shall include a sep-
arate statement of the amount requested for 
such fiscal year for activities as follows: 

‘‘(1) For outreach activities of the Depart-
ment in aggregate. 

‘‘(2) For outreach activities of each ele-
ment of the Department specified in sub-
section (c). 

‘‘(c) COVERED ELEMENTS.—The elements of 
the Department specified in this subsection 
are as follows: 

‘‘(1) The Veterans Health Administration. 
‘‘(2) The Veterans Benefits Administration. 
‘‘(3) The National Cemetery Administra-

tion. 

‘‘§ 562. Outreach activities: coordination of ac-
tivities within Department 
‘‘(a) PROCEDURES FOR EFFECTIVE COORDINA-

TION.—The Secretary shall establish and 
maintain procedures for ensuring the effec-
tive coordination of the outreach activities 
of the Department between and among the 
following: 

‘‘(1) The Office of the Secretary. 
‘‘(2) The Office of Public Affairs. 
‘‘(3) The Veterans Health Administration. 
‘‘(4) The Veterans Benefits Administration. 
‘‘(5) The National Cemetery Administra-

tion. 
‘‘(b) REVIEW AND MODIFICATION.—The Sec-

retary shall— 
‘‘(1) periodically review the procedures 

maintained under subsection (a) for the pur-
pose of ensuring that such procedures meet 
the requirement in that subsection; and 

‘‘(2) make such modifications to such pro-
cedures as the Secretary considers appro-
priate in light of such review in order to bet-
ter achieve that purpose. 
‘‘§ 563. Outreach activities: cooperative activi-

ties with States; grants to States for im-
provement of outreach 
‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this 

section to assist States in carrying out pro-
grams that offer a high probability of im-
proving outreach and assistance to veterans, 
and to the spouses, children, and parents of 
veterans who may be eligible to receive vet-
erans’ or veterans’-related benefits, to en-
sure that such individuals are fully informed 
about, and assisted in applying for, any vet-
erans’ and veterans’-related benefits and pro-
grams (including under State veterans’ pro-
grams). 

‘‘(b) LOCATION OF PROVISION OF OUT-
REACH.—The Secretary shall ensure that out-
reach and assistance is provided under pro-
grams referred to in subsection (a) in loca-
tions proximate to populations of veterans 
and other individuals referred to in that sub-
section, as determined utilizing criteria for 
determining the proximity of such popu-
lations to veterans health care services. 

‘‘(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS WITH 
STATES.—The Secretary may enter into co-
operative agreements and arrangements with 
veterans agencies of the States in order to 
carry out, coordinate, improve, or otherwise 
enhance outreach by the Department and the 
States (including outreach with respect to 
State veterans’ programs). 

‘‘(d) GRANTS.—(1) The Secretary may 
award grants to veterans agencies of States 
in order to achieve purposes as follows: 

‘‘(A) To carry out, coordinate, improve, or 
otherwise enhance outreach, including ac-
tivities pursuant to cooperative agreements 
and arrangements under subsection (c). 

‘‘(B) To carry out, coordinate, improve, or 
otherwise enhance activities to assist in the 
development and submittal of claims for vet-
erans’ and veterans’-related benefits, includ-
ing activities pursuant to cooperative agree-
ments and arrangements under subsection 
(c). 

‘‘(2) A veterans agency of a State receiving 
a grant under this subsection— 

‘‘(A) may, except as provided in subpara-
graph (B)— 

‘‘(i) use the grant amount for purposes de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

‘‘(ii) award all or any portion of such grant 
amount to nonprofit organizations of such 
State, for such purposes; and 

‘‘(B) if such State has a county or local 
government with a veterans agency, shall 
award all or any portion of such grant 
amount to not less than one veterans agency 
of a county or local government of such 
State, for such purposes. 
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