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shall jointly ensure that the center collabo-
rates with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Department of Defense, institu-
tions of higher education, and other appro-
priate public and private entities (including 
international entities) to carry out the re-
sponsibilities specified in subsection (c). 

(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The center shall 
have the responsibilities as follows: 

(1) To implement a comprehensive plan 
and strategy for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs and the Department of Defense for 
the mitigation, treatment, and rehabilita-
tion of traumatic extremity injuries and am-
putations. 

(2) To carry out such other activities to 
improve and enhance the efforts of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the Depart-
ment of Defense for the mitigation, treat-
ment, and rehabilitation of traumatic ex-
tremity injuries and amputations as the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs and the Secretary 
of Defense consider appropriate. 

(d) REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Secretary of De-
fense shall jointly submit to Congress a re-
port on the activities of the center. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report under this sub-
section shall include the following: 

(A) In the case of the first report under 
this subsection, a description of the imple-
mentation of the requirements of this Act. 

(B) A description and assessment of the ac-
tivities of the center during the one-year pe-
riod ending on the date of such report, in-
cluding an assessment of the role of such ac-
tivities in improving and enhancing the ef-
forts of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and the Department of Defense for the miti-
gation, treatment, and rehabilitation of 
traumatic extremity injuries and amputa-
tions. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, April 24, at 9 a.m. in Room 562 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224–2251. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Thursday, May 1, 2008, 
at 9:30 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to ex-
amine the adequacy of State and Fed-
eral regulatory structures for gov-
erning electric utility holding compa-
nies in light of the repeal of the Public 
Utility Holding Company Act in the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005, with par-
ticular attention to the report issued 
by the Government Accountability Of-
fice–GAO–08–289, Utility Oversight: Re-
cent Changes in Law Call for Improved 
Vigilance by FERC. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Gina_Weinstock@energy 
.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Leon Lowery at (202) 224–2209 or 
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the Session of the Senate on 
April 22, 2008, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
Committee Hearing entitled ‘‘Turmoil 
in U.S. Credit Markets: The Rule of 
Credit Rating Agencies.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at 10 a.m., in 
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at 
10:30 a.m. to hold a hearing on inter-
national deforestation and climate 
change. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at 
2:15 p.m. to hold a business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at 
4:30 p.m. to hold a briefing on U.S.-Tur-
key nuclear cooperation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on April 22, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a closed hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON PUBLIC LANDS AND FORESTS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Public Lands and For-
ests, be authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate to conduct a 
hearing on Tuesday, April 22, 2008, at 
2:30 p.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, on behalf 
of Senator KENNEDY, I ask unanimous 
consent that Laura Kwinn, a fellow in 
his office, be granted the privileges of 
the floor for the remainder of the legis-
lative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that two members 
of my staff, Nina Fallenbaum and Petti 
Matila, be granted the privileges of the 
floor during the consideration of S. 
1315. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. First, I ask unani-
mous consent that Jerry Acosta, a 
military legislative fellow in my office, 
be granted the privilege of the floor 
during the remainder of today’s ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
MODERN STATE OF ISRAEL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. Res. 522. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 522) recognizing the 
60th anniversary of the founding of the mod-
ern State of Israel and reaffirming the bonds 
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of close friendship and cooperation between 
the United States and Israel. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Senators have until 
tomorrow at 5 o’clock to add their 
names as cosponsors of this resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution and preamble be 
agreed to en bloc, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table en bloc, 
and any statements relating to this 
matter be printed in the RECORD as if 
given. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 522) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 522 

Whereas on November 29, 1947, the United 
Nations General Assembly voted to partition 
the British Mandate of Palestine and create 
a Jewish state; 

Whereas on May 14, 1948, the people of 
Israel proclaimed the establishment of the 
sovereign and independent State of Israel, 
and the United States Government estab-
lished full diplomatic relations with Israel; 

Whereas the desire of the Jewish people to 
establish an independent modern State of 
Israel is an outgrowth of the existence of the 
historic kingdom of Israel established in the 
Land of Israel 3,000 years ago, with the city 
of Jerusalem as its capital; 

Whereas for over 2,000 years, there has 
been continuous Jewish presence and resi-
dence in the land comprising the modern 
State of Israel; 

Whereas the establishment of the modern 
State of Israel as a homeland for the Jewish 
people followed the slaughter of more than 
6,000,000 European Jews during the Holo-
caust; 

Whereas since its establishment 60 years 
ago, the modern State of Israel has rebuilt a 
nation, forged a new and dynamic demo-
cratic society, and created a thriving eco-
nomic, political, cultural, and intellectual 
life despite the heavy costs of war, ter-
rorism, and unjustified diplomatic and eco-
nomic boycotts against the people of Israel; 

Whereas the people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant, pluralistic, democratic po-
litical system, including freedom of speech, 
association, and religion; a vigorously free 
press; free, fair and open elections; the rule 
of law; a fully independent judiciary; and 
other democratic principles and practices; 

Whereas Israel has developed some of the 
leading universities in the world, and 8 
Israeli citizens have been awarded the Nobel 
Prize; 

Whereas Israel has developed an advanced, 
entrepreneurial economy, is among the 
world’s leaders in the high-tech industry, 
and is at the forefront of research and devel-
opment in the field of renewable energy 
sources; 

Whereas Israel regularly sends humani-
tarian aid, search-and-rescue teams, mobile 
hospitals, and other emergency supplies, to 
help victims of disasters around the world, 
including the 1994 Rwandan civil war, the 
1998 bombing of the United States Embassy 
in Kenya, the 1999 earthquakes in Turkey, 

the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the 2005 hur-
ricanes along the southern coast of the 
United States, and the 2007 fires in Greece; 

Whereas Israel has absorbed millions of 
Jews from countries throughout the world 
and fully integrated them into Israeli soci-
ety; 

Whereas Israel has bravely defended itself 
from repeated terrorist and military attacks 
since its independence; 

Whereas successive leaders of Israel have 
sought to achieve peace with Israel’s Arab 
neighbors; 

Whereas Israel has established peaceful bi-
lateral relations with neighboring Egypt and 
Jordan and has made its desire to establish 
peaceful relations with all Arab states abun-
dantly clear; 

Whereas for 6 decades, the United States 
and Israel have maintained a special rela-
tionship based on mutually shared demo-
cratic values, common strategic interests, 
and moral bonds of friendship and mutual re-
spect; 

Whereas the American people feel a strong 
affinity for the Israeli people based on com-
mon values and shared cultural heritage; and 

Whereas the United States continues to re-
gard Israel as a strong and trusted ally and 
an important strategic partner: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the historic significance of 

the 60th anniversary of the reestablishment 
of the sovereign and independent State of 
Israel as a homeland for the Jewish people; 

(2) reaffirms the bonds of friendship and co-
operation which have existed between the 
United States and Israel for the past 60 
years, and commits to strengthening those 
bonds; 

(3) commends the people of Israel for their 
remarkable achievements in building a new 
state and a pluralistic, democratic society in 
the face of terrorism, as well as hostility, os-
tracism, and belligerence from many of their 
neighbors; 

(4) reaffirms its support for Israel’s right 
to defend itself against threats to its secu-
rity and existence; 

(5) reaffirms its enduring support for Israel 
as Israel pursues peace with its neighbors; 
and 

(6) extends the warmest congratulations 
and best wishes to the State of Israel and the 
Israeli people for a peaceful, prosperous, and 
successful future. 

f 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH 
AIDE, COMMUNITY HEALTH 
PRACTITIONER, AND DENTAL 
HEALTH AIDE WEEK 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to S. Res. 526. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 526) designating April 
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community 
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 526) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 526 

Whereas Alaska experienced one of the 
most extreme tuberculosis epidemics in re-
corded history in the 1950s; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram in Alaska was created during the 1950s, 
in response to the unique health care needs 
of remote Alaskan communities; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram, which currently consists of 550 Com-
munity Health Aides and Community Health 
Practitioners and 40 Dental Health Aides, 
serves 178 isolated Alaskan communities to 
provide emergency, primary health care, and 
oral health care; 

Whereas Community Health Aides, Com-
munity Health Practitioners, and Dental 
Health Aides have proven their dedication to 
serving Alaskans and their ability to work in 
some of the most challenging and diverse 
settings in the world; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is the only program of its kind in the 
United States, and other countries have 
modeled their delivery of rural health care 
after this program; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has proven to be effective, efficient, 
and essential in improving the health of the 
inhabitants of rural Alaska; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram is a patient’s first contact within the 
network of health care professionals in the 
Alaska Tribal Health Care System and is one 
of the most effective means of delivering 
health care services to Alaskan commu-
nities; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram was created with a focus on tuber-
culosis, meningitis, and other infectious dis-
eases, but now successfully cares for other 
common diseases such as diabetes and heart 
disease; 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram also serves the oral health needs of 
Alaskans, and is in the process of adding 
services to address the behavioral health 
needs of rural Alaska; and 

Whereas the Community Health Aide Pro-
gram has successfully adapted over the last 
50 years to the ever-evolving health care 
landscape of Alaskan communities: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate designates April 
20 through 26, 2008, as ‘‘National Community 
Health Aide, Community Health Practi-
tioner, and Dental Health Aide Week’’. 

f 

NATIONAL ADOPT A LIBRARY DAY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 527. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 527) designating April 
23, 2008, as National Adopt a Library Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, that the preamble be agreed 
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