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6. This issue is discussed in ‘‘Brave New 

World War’’ by Jamie Metzl. Published in 
Issue 8, Spring 2008, Democracy: A Journal of 
Ideas. 

7. Oliver Wendell Holmes. ‘‘Law and the 
Court,’’ speech at the Harvard Law School 
Association of New York, 15 February 1913. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 42 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal light, Who brightens our day, 
here in America You find a nation of 
compassion. We believe that You will 
measure us as a free society on how we 
treat the weakest and most vulnerable 
among us. Each day citizens across 
America answer the universal call to 
feed the hungry, comfort the sick, and 
care for the infirm. 

May all citizens in this vast plural-
istic society strengthen their resolve 
to contribute ever more responsibly to 
the life of this Nation, prove them-
selves proud of its goodness and gen-
erosity, and so reflect Your glory now 
and forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CELEBRATING 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF ISRAEL 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to join in those sponsoring 
H. Con. Res. 322, celebrating the 60th 
anniversary of Israel’s independence. 

On May 14, 1948, the people of Israel 
proclaimed the establishment of the 
sovereign and independent State of 
Israel; and just minutes later in the 
White House, President Harry Truman 
signed the order so the U.S. would also 
recognize this new Jewish State of 
Israel. 

Since then, the U.S. has had a close 
and special relationship with the State 
of Israel, shared democratic values and 
common strategic interests with the 
people of Israel and the United States. 

The people of Israel have fought costs 
of war, have fought terrorism, and dip-
lomatic and economic boycotts, and 
still they remain committed to peace 
and security in their country and the 
region. 

I have had the privilege to visit the 
country twice and witness the strength 
and resilience of the people of Israel. 
They are committed to freedom of 
speech and freedom of religion. In this 
thriving democracy, we need to con-
tinue that support and the commit-
ment to the peace process, and I con-
gratulate Israel on the 60th anniver-
sary of their independence. 

f 

FISA 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Today marks the 66th 
day since this House allowed the Pro-
tect America Act that affects foreign 
intelligence surveillance to expire. For 
over 2 months now, we have needlessly 
hampered our intelligence agencies’ 
ability to conduct surveillance on for-
eign terrorists because some in this 
Chamber would rather allow the trial 
lawyers to have an opportunity to sue 
telecommunications companies that 
assisted the government following the 
September 11 terrorist attack in some 
50 frivolous lawsuits in the San Fran-
cisco courts. 

Sixty-six days have passed while the 
House considers bills such as the Beach 
Protection Act, National Landscape 
Conservation System Act, Arts Require 
Timely Service Act, and the National 
Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observa-
tion Act. This body is failing in its re-
sponsibility to protect the American 
people by continuing to delay passage 
of a foreign intelligence surveillance 
bill that will provide our intelligence 
community with the tools they need to 
listen in on international phone calls 
from terrorists plotting to attack the 
United States. 

No matter what my friends on the 
other side of the aisle say, this is an 
urgent matter. 

WE NEED LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the Democrat majority in 
this House has said they have a plan to 
lower gas prices and help make Amer-
ica more energy independent. Since 
January 2007, we have seen no plan but 
we have seen the price of gas go up 
over $1 per gallon. 

Our outdated domestic refinery ca-
pacity, our dependence on foreign oil, 
and a growing global demand for oil are 
responsible for the increase in oil 
prices. So we need to target those 
issues. We need to build more refineries 
in the United States, promote all alter-
native energy sources, and tap unex-
plored oil and natural gas reserves, in-
cluding ANWR. This majority wants to 
target the American taxpayer and raise 
taxes on American companies. 

We need to stop turning our backs on 
the resources we have here at home 
and start reinvigorating our energy in-
frastructure. We need to start invest-
ing in American ingenuity and alter-
native fuels and stop trying to tax our 
way to energy independence while 
blaming American companies. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

SAN JACINTO DAY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, April 21 is 
known as San Jacinto Day in Texas. In 
1836, Texas was in a fight for independ-
ence from the dictator of Mexico, 
Santa Anna. On March 6, 1836, 186 vol-
unteers from all races had fought and 
died at the Alamo trying to hold off 
the massive invading armies of Santa 
Anna. Meanwhile, General Sam Hous-
ton was forming an army of Texans and 
Tejanos—Tejanos were Texans of Mexi-
can descent—to stand and fight the 
three invading armies of Mexico. 

Finally, on the swampy, marshy 
plains of southeast Texas where the 
San Jacinto River meets Buffalo 
Bayou, General Sam and the boys took 
a stand. In broad daylight in midafter-
noon on April 21, 1836, the volunteers 
for Texas freedom charged a Mexican 
army over twice their number. This 
fierce bunch of frontiersmen from all 
the States overwhelmingly defeated 
the invaders. 

In 18 minutes, Texas had won inde-
pendence and the largest amount of 
land in North American history 
changed hands because of a single bat-
tle. 

Texas remained a free and inde-
pendent republic for 9 years, electing 
General Sam as its first president. 
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