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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to recognize the 60th anniversary of the 
independence of the State of Israel and to re-
affirm the steadfast relationship between our 
two strong democratic allies. 

May 14, 2008, marks the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of the sovereign and 
independent State of Israel. With little re-
sources and seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles, Israel has become a thriving and pros-
perous democracy, and has made significant 
worldwide contributions in technology, medi-
cine, agriculture, and environmental innova-
tion. Additionally, eight Israelis have been 
awarded the Nobel Prize. 

When we speak about Israel, too often we 
focus on Israel’s troubles and don’t focus 
enough attention on her beauty and her spirit. 
But what I want to focus on today is her re-
solve. 

Since its independence in 1948, Israel has 
continually overcome every conceivable road-
block placed in her way. She has beaten back 
hostile neighbors during war and now she en-
dures terrible economic hardship from terrorist 
cowards who perpetrate hideous violence 
against innocent victims. 

As a critical partner in our fight against ter-
ror and as the only democracy in the region, 
Israel’s strength and security is paramount. 
Therefore, I encourage this House to continue 
to pass bipartisan bills in support of Israel and 
her ability to protect herself from hostile neigh-
bors. 

The blossoming of a nation that grew from 
desert sand into a thriving example of democ-
racy, economic progress, and cultural diversity 
is a magnificent achievement for this strong 
and vibrant country. 

I want to congratulate Israel on all she has 
achieved in just 60 years, and I look forward 
to the future of this extraordinary Nation. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of the contribution of the 
State of Israel as it celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary as a vibrant and open democratic society. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues have already 
gone into detail about the accomplishments of 
the State of Israel, and how Israel has gone 
through an astonishing evolution since 1948. I 
echo many of their remarks. 

I had the great privilege to live and work in 
Israel in the mid-1960s and celebrated Israel’s 
22nd anniversary by taking part in a 3-day 
walk from the shores of Tel Aviv to the hills of 
Jerusalem. Now I marvel with every visit at the 
extraordinary changes that have taken place. 

With every visit to Israel and each article I 
read about events on the ground, I am re-
minded of the enormous complexities and 
challenges Israel faces—internal as well as 
external. So we must ask ourselves, what will 
the future bring for Israel? How can Israel rec-
oncile the great contradictions that its victories 
from the 1967 war delivered and address the 
occupation of Palestinian territories that now 
threatens Israel’s very existence as a demo-
cratic state with a Jewish majority? 

Israel has sought peace with its neighbors 
and made some progress toward peace with 
neighboring Arab states. Today, with Gaza 
controlled by HAMAS and the West Bank by 
the Palestinian Authority, Israel still lacks a 
real partner for peace. However, this does not 
mean efforts for peace should not continue. 

. . . and this does not mean that the United 
States should not play an active leadership 
role in the region. 

We must continue our strong support for 
Israel’s very right to exist while continuing to 
bring life to the peace process between Israel 
and its neighbors. Our assistance must be a 
sustained diplomatic effort, on the ground in 
both Israel and the territories, so we can maxi-
mize every effort for dialogue and concrete 
negotiations. 

Addressing these concerns will not be easy, 
but I remain hopeful that Israel, her neighbors, 
and the U.S. can get the peace process back 
on track and that Israel will continue to thrive 
as a vibrant and open democratic society. 

I join my colleagues in recognizing Israel’s 
60th Anniversary. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 322. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 54 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1722 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CARNAHAN) at 5 o’clock 
and 22 minutes p.m. 

f 

EARTH DAY 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1117) declaring 
the support of the House of Representa-
tives for the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day and for developing the scientific 
and technological capabilities to 
achieve those goals. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1117 

Whereas the need to educate Americans on 
the importance of stewardship of the envi-

ronment led to the first Earth Day in 1970, 
the passage of a variety of environmental 
laws, and substantial environmental im-
provements over the intervening years; 

Whereas substantial air quality and other 
environmental problems persist in many 
areas of our country; 

Whereas today increasing numbers of 
Americans are concerned with the relatively 
rapid changes in our environment and de-
creasing biodiversity; 

Whereas the need to improve our inter-
action with the environment has led to the 
need for more sophisticated environmental 
research and development of solutions to en-
vironmental problems; 

Whereas today the importance of scientific 
evidence in making correct decisions about 
environmental problems has never been 
more important; 

Whereas Earth Day activities increase our 
understanding of the environment and its re-
lationship to our personal decisions regard-
ing energy conservation, use of renewable 
energy, use of natural resources, and recy-
cling; and 

Whereas Earth Day has become the pre-
eminent day of environmental celebrations, 
clean-ups, and educational events across the 
country: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day and thanks the many organizers and 
participants across the country for their 
tireless efforts in support of the environ-
ment; 

(2) encourages the Department of Energy 
to step up its efforts in research, develop-
ment, and demonstration of renewable en-
ergy technology and energy conservation 
techniques; and 

(3) encourages all segments of American 
society to work together in ensuring that 
the research and development necessary to 
uncover solutions to our major environ-
mental problems occurs in a timely manner. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) and the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. BART-
LETT) will each control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 
1117, the resolution now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, today, all over the 

world, concerned citizens are coming 
together to celebrate the 38th annual 
anniversary of Earth Day. Since its in-
ception in 1970, Earth Day has become 
an international call to action on be-
half of the environment, and I am 
proud to offer this resolution in sup-
port of the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day. 

We are constantly reminded of the 
serious environmental challenges that 
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