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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to recognize the 60th anniversary of the 
independence of the State of Israel and to re-
affirm the steadfast relationship between our 
two strong democratic allies. 

May 14, 2008, marks the 60th anniversary 
of the establishment of the sovereign and 
independent State of Israel. With little re-
sources and seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles, Israel has become a thriving and pros-
perous democracy, and has made significant 
worldwide contributions in technology, medi-
cine, agriculture, and environmental innova-
tion. Additionally, eight Israelis have been 
awarded the Nobel Prize. 

When we speak about Israel, too often we 
focus on Israel’s troubles and don’t focus 
enough attention on her beauty and her spirit. 
But what I want to focus on today is her re-
solve. 

Since its independence in 1948, Israel has 
continually overcome every conceivable road-
block placed in her way. She has beaten back 
hostile neighbors during war and now she en-
dures terrible economic hardship from terrorist 
cowards who perpetrate hideous violence 
against innocent victims. 

As a critical partner in our fight against ter-
ror and as the only democracy in the region, 
Israel’s strength and security is paramount. 
Therefore, I encourage this House to continue 
to pass bipartisan bills in support of Israel and 
her ability to protect herself from hostile neigh-
bors. 

The blossoming of a nation that grew from 
desert sand into a thriving example of democ-
racy, economic progress, and cultural diversity 
is a magnificent achievement for this strong 
and vibrant country. 

I want to congratulate Israel on all she has 
achieved in just 60 years, and I look forward 
to the future of this extraordinary Nation. 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of the contribution of the 
State of Israel as it celebrates its 60th anniver-
sary as a vibrant and open democratic society. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues have already 
gone into detail about the accomplishments of 
the State of Israel, and how Israel has gone 
through an astonishing evolution since 1948. I 
echo many of their remarks. 

I had the great privilege to live and work in 
Israel in the mid-1960s and celebrated Israel’s 
22nd anniversary by taking part in a 3-day 
walk from the shores of Tel Aviv to the hills of 
Jerusalem. Now I marvel with every visit at the 
extraordinary changes that have taken place. 

With every visit to Israel and each article I 
read about events on the ground, I am re-
minded of the enormous complexities and 
challenges Israel faces—internal as well as 
external. So we must ask ourselves, what will 
the future bring for Israel? How can Israel rec-
oncile the great contradictions that its victories 
from the 1967 war delivered and address the 
occupation of Palestinian territories that now 
threatens Israel’s very existence as a demo-
cratic state with a Jewish majority? 

Israel has sought peace with its neighbors 
and made some progress toward peace with 
neighboring Arab states. Today, with Gaza 
controlled by HAMAS and the West Bank by 
the Palestinian Authority, Israel still lacks a 
real partner for peace. However, this does not 
mean efforts for peace should not continue. 

. . . and this does not mean that the United 
States should not play an active leadership 
role in the region. 

We must continue our strong support for 
Israel’s very right to exist while continuing to 
bring life to the peace process between Israel 
and its neighbors. Our assistance must be a 
sustained diplomatic effort, on the ground in 
both Israel and the territories, so we can maxi-
mize every effort for dialogue and concrete 
negotiations. 

Addressing these concerns will not be easy, 
but I remain hopeful that Israel, her neighbors, 
and the U.S. can get the peace process back 
on track and that Israel will continue to thrive 
as a vibrant and open democratic society. 

I join my colleagues in recognizing Israel’s 
60th Anniversary. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 322. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 54 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1722 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CARNAHAN) at 5 o’clock 
and 22 minutes p.m. 

f 

EARTH DAY 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1117) declaring 
the support of the House of Representa-
tives for the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day and for developing the scientific 
and technological capabilities to 
achieve those goals. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1117 

Whereas the need to educate Americans on 
the importance of stewardship of the envi-

ronment led to the first Earth Day in 1970, 
the passage of a variety of environmental 
laws, and substantial environmental im-
provements over the intervening years; 

Whereas substantial air quality and other 
environmental problems persist in many 
areas of our country; 

Whereas today increasing numbers of 
Americans are concerned with the relatively 
rapid changes in our environment and de-
creasing biodiversity; 

Whereas the need to improve our inter-
action with the environment has led to the 
need for more sophisticated environmental 
research and development of solutions to en-
vironmental problems; 

Whereas today the importance of scientific 
evidence in making correct decisions about 
environmental problems has never been 
more important; 

Whereas Earth Day activities increase our 
understanding of the environment and its re-
lationship to our personal decisions regard-
ing energy conservation, use of renewable 
energy, use of natural resources, and recy-
cling; and 

Whereas Earth Day has become the pre-
eminent day of environmental celebrations, 
clean-ups, and educational events across the 
country: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day and thanks the many organizers and 
participants across the country for their 
tireless efforts in support of the environ-
ment; 

(2) encourages the Department of Energy 
to step up its efforts in research, develop-
ment, and demonstration of renewable en-
ergy technology and energy conservation 
techniques; and 

(3) encourages all segments of American 
society to work together in ensuring that 
the research and development necessary to 
uncover solutions to our major environ-
mental problems occurs in a timely manner. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) and the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. BART-
LETT) will each control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R. 
1117, the resolution now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, today, all over the 

world, concerned citizens are coming 
together to celebrate the 38th annual 
anniversary of Earth Day. Since its in-
ception in 1970, Earth Day has become 
an international call to action on be-
half of the environment, and I am 
proud to offer this resolution in sup-
port of the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day. 

We are constantly reminded of the 
serious environmental challenges that 
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our country and our world are facing. 
The greatest challenge, global warm-
ing, continues to grab headlines, as it 
should. We are already feeling the ef-
fects of a heating planet, and it is long 
past time for our country to get seri-
ous about climate change. 

Global warming is a serious threat, 
but also presents an opportunity and 
strong motivation to develop the clean 
energy economy of the future. I spent 
much of my career before entering Con-
gress as a renewable energy engineer, 
and I have seen firsthand the develop-
ment and evolution of the clean tech-
nologies that combat climate change. 
We have much of the scientific knowl-
edge and technical capability to attack 
climate change head on, but there is 
still more progress to be made. 

Today, Earth Day is an important op-
portunity to rededicate ourselves, both 
as individuals and as a Nation, to mak-
ing the best use of the resources avail-
able to us. I want to commend the sci-
entists, engineers, businesspeople, and 
educators who are working to develop 
the clean economy of the future, as 
well as the millions of Americans who 
are taking action to live greener life-
styles. I believe today is an important 
opportunity to honor the contributions 
toward a healthy planet. 

Earth Day is also an important op-
portunity to look forward to a greener 
tomorrow. We should renew our efforts 
to push ahead with research and devel-
opment of the cutting edge, environ-
mentally friendly technologies of the 
future, as well as the many smart poli-
cies that will preserve our environ-
ment. Confronting great environmental 
challenges will require technological 
innovation, as well as a forward-think-
ing public policy. I believe we are up to 
the task. 

As important as combating climate 
change is, Earth Day also reminds us of 
the other crucial environmental issues 
of our time. We need to preserve our 
precious natural resources, and to do 
that, we have to maintain our national 
lands, protect biodiversity, ensure 
clean air for everybody, and make 
smart investments in environmental 
cleanup efforts. These are important 
legislative opportunities before us, and 
I hope that we will embrace the chance 
to preserve our treasured landscapes. I 
am optimistic about our environmental 
future. Looking forward, I see an 
America that runs on clean sources of 
energy and supports a wide spectrum of 
family wage green energy jobs. I see an 
America where environmentally sus-
tainable building practices are the 
norm, not the exception. And I see an 
America where our most beautiful 
landscapes are protected for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

I commend the organizers of Earth 
Day and the millions of people around 
the globe who are participating in 
Earth Day events today. Your dedica-
tion is admirable, and I am confident 

that environmental awareness and ac-
tivism will continue to flourish. I am 
also inspired by the grassroots commit-
ment to environmental protection that 
Earth Day embodies, and I look for-
ward to celebrating many more Earth 
Days in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in supporting the 
goals and ideals of Earth Day. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. I rise 

in support of this resolution commemo-
rating Earth Day and its goals and 
ideals. The first Earth Day was cele-
brated in 1970 by 20 million people. 
That same year, President Nixon cre-
ated the Environmental Protection 
Agency to protect public health and 
the environment and Congress amend-
ed the Clean Air Act with the goals of 
improving the national air quality, re-
duce auto emissions, and create anti-
pollution standards. 

We have come a long way as a Nation 
since that first Earth Day. In 1972, 
when Congress passed the Clean Air 
Act, only 26 percent of the Nation’s 
streams were safe for swimming and 
fishing. Today, about 60 percent of our 
streams are safe for such purposes. 
This day has a very special meaning for 
me because of my childhood experi-
ences with streams. In the early thir-
ties, I grew up in the coal mining coun-
try of western Pennsylvania, and every 
one of the streams that I could get to 
was called a sulfur creek because it 
contained waters that had leached the 
sulfur out of the mines. There was only 
one thing that lived in those creeks, 
and that was a little red wiggly worm. 
It must have been tough because noth-
ing else lived there. The rocks were all 
covered by a slimy, orangish kind of a 
film. I am sure those streams weren’t 
safe to swim in, but we swam in them 
anyway because we were too poor to go 
to the pool. I didn’t know where a pool 
existed. So Earth Day has a very spe-
cial meaning for me. Those streams 
now, I think, are all clear thanks to 
our attention to that. 

A few years later, when Congress 
passed the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
ensuring EPA regulate the quality of 
our drinking water, today many Amer-
icans receive annual reports on the 
quality of their drinking water. In 1987, 
the United States joined other nations 
in signing the Montreal Protocol to 
phase out the production of 
chlorofluorocarbons, CFCs. As a result, 
the use of CFCs has been reduced dras-
tically. 

As a Nation, we also focused efforts 
on educating the public on the benefits 
of recycling and the clean up of haz-
ardous materials from our lands and 
our waterways. In the 1990s, under 
President George Bush, we passed the 
Pollution Prevention Act and the Na-
tional Environmental Education Act to 
emphasize the importance of pre-
venting pollution, while educating the 

public on the potential effects their ac-
tions might have on the environment. 

b 1730 

During the same period, the EPA es-
tablished the Energy Star program to 
provide consumers with information on 
the availability of energy efficient ap-
pliances. 

I would like to note, Mr. Speaker, 
that our efforts on efficiency have real-
ly been dramatic, and if it were not for 
the greatly increased efficiencies we 
have, we would be in even more trouble 
environmentally and with oil today 
than we are. 

In 1993, President Clinton launched a 
program encouraging Federal Govern-
ment agencies to buy recycled and en-
vironmentally friendly products. In re-
cent years, President George W. Bush 
signed the Brownfields Revitalization 
Act to reclaim and restore thousands 
of abandoned properties and the 
Healthy Forest Restoration Act to pre-
vent forest fires and preserve the Na-
tion’s forests. 

Throughout the last three decades, 
efforts have been made to educate the 
public about the importance of con-
serving resources, preserving the envi-
ronment and protecting the air we 
breathe and the water we drink. Ameri-
cans have a better quality of life due to 
our own efforts to clean up the envi-
ronment for ourselves and our children. 

I support this resolution recognizing 
Earth Day and urge my colleagues to 
support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
been all around this great Nation and I 
have seen the environment change 
from the 1970s until the present day. 
When Earth Day was first declared, we 
had lakes that were catching on fire 
and we had pollution running in our 
rivers. We have seen tremendous 
progress. Our lakes and rivers are 
much cleaner now and our air is 
breathable, although it still needs 
progress, we still need work. 

The great thing about looking for-
ward with the environment is that we 
can create jobs, we can make America 
prosperous. When we trash the environ-
ment, everyone gets poorer. We want 
an America that is prosperous. We 
want an America that we are proud to 
pass on to our next generation. 

Earth Day has been a big part of this. 
It deserves to be commended and rec-
ognized. It is bipartisan. Everybody 
drinks the same water and breathes the 
same air. So it is an issue that I think 
we have broad support on both sides of 
the aisle. I certainly have support back 
home in California, and I know that as 
I go around the country, I see the same 
level of interest, both in the environ-
ment and creating clean jobs and end-
ing our dependence on foreign oil. 
These are all national security issues. 
They are issues that are great for our 
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Nation. They are issues that we want 
to work for, and part of the reason I am 
here in Congress. 

So, again, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr. 
Speaker, I think that a tipping mo-
ment occurred for most Americans 
when in that spacecraft hurdling to-
ward the Moon they looked back and 
took a picture of our Earth, how small 
it was from that vantage point, and we 
suddenly recognized that the more 
than 6 billion of us who occupy this 
Earth ride a rather, in the grand 
scheme of things, tiny spacecraft. It is 
our only home. 

I am very appreciative of the empha-
sis today on Earth Day, because I think 
that it is more than appropriate that 
we focus on this tiny orb that we are 
privileged to occupy as we hurdle 
through space. I remember staying up 
until 2 o’clock in the morning for that 
first walk on the Moon, and I remem-
ber those early pictures, and, gee, this 
is our Earth, and it really isn’t all that 
big, is it? 

So I thank those who got this legisla-
tion together. I am in strong support of 
recognizing Earth Day and encourage 
all Americans to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the words of the gentleman 
from Maryland. His concern is noted 
and appreciated. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today our 
Nation joins with countries from around the 
world to celebrate Earth Day. Today, commu-
nities large and small, collectively come to-
gether to recognize past progress and develop 
new strategies to improve future environ-
mental health. On this day of global environ-
mental reflection, I rise to recognize two out-
standing schools in my district, Woodstock 
and Brooklyn Middle Schools, which have 
worked to make eastern Connecticut a cleaner 
and more environmentally conscious commu-
nity. 

Between March 20 and April 10, 2008, 
Woodstock and Brooklyn Middle Schools em-
barked on a project, the ‘‘Bad Bag Competi-
tion’’, which explored the prevalence of plastic 
bag use in our country as well as its environ-
mental implications. Plastic bags are every-
where, from grocery to department stores, and 
every year Americans consume an average of 
100 billion. In order to produce our annual de-
mand for plastic bags, 12 million barrels of oil 
are used. Reducing national demand for plas-
tic bags has clear environmental benefits. 

Throughout the ‘‘Bad Bag Competition’’, stu-
dents from Woodstock and Brooklyn Middle 
Schools collected and recycled used plastic 
bags and educated our neighbors on the im-
portance of using reusable bags. At the end of 
the competition, when all the bags were count-
ed, Woodstock and Brooklyn Middle Schools 
collected 43,836 and 66,100 bags respec-
tively. The petroleum that was used to 
produce these bags, which collectively totaled 

109,936, could have fueled a vehicle for 7,853 
miles. 

Mr. Speaker, these students have exempli-
fied the spirit of Earth Day. These students not 
only modified their own choices to be more 
environmentally responsible, but encouraged 
our neighbors to do the same. The impact of 
this project on our eastern Connecticut com-
munity has been great, and the multiplier ef-
fects are even greater. I ask my colleagues to 
join with me and my constituents in recog-
nizing these students’ achievements and to 
choose reusable bags instead of the prover-
bial ‘‘paper or plastic.’’ 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 1117 to celebrate the 28’’ 
Anniversary of Earth Day, take stock of the 
progress that has already been made, and re-
commit ourselves with a sense of focus and 
urgency to the work that remains to be done. 

We have come a long way since Senator 
Gaylord Nelson and Dennis Hayes organized 
their nationwide grassroots demonstration on 
behalf of the environment in the Spring of 
1970. In the years that followed, Congress es-
tablished the Environmental Protection Agency 
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration; enacted the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and the Endangered Species 
Act; and strengthened the Clean Water and 
Clean Air Acts, among other critical initiatives. 

To a large extent, these steps—and other 
like them—continue to form the foundation of 
our environmental laws in the United States. 
Unfortunately, recent years have witnessed an 
erosion to this foundation as regulatory agen-
cies shirked their responsibility to enforce the 
law and existing statutes failed to keep pace 
with the magnitude of the environmental chal-
lenges we are confronting in the 25th century. 

The New Direction Congress has now 
begun the necessary process of reversing that 
erosion and establishing a new baseline of 
federal commitment to stewardship from which 
the next chapter in American environmental 
leadership will be written. For the first time in 
over 30 years, the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007 increased the corporate 
average fuel economy (CAFE) standard for 
automobiles to 35 mpg by 2020. In combina-
tion with the economy-wide energy efficiency 
standards in the legislation, this step will re-
duce oil consumption by 2.4 million barrels a 
day—for a more than 25 percent reduction 
over today’s usage—and save 5.3 billion met-
ric tons in energy-related CO2 emissions by 
2030. It’s important. But it’s just a start. 

We must move decisively to enact an econ-
omy-wide cap-and-trade program that 
achieves dramatic reductions in our green-
house gas emissions by the middle of the cen-
tury—and work with other nations around the 
world to do the same. We must transition our 
economy away from its reliance on fossil fuels 
and towards the clean, green energy sources 
of the future, while making far more efficient 
use of the energy we currently use. We must 
update, strengthen and enforce bedrock laws 
like the Clean Water and Clean Air Acts. And 
we must act locally and individually in all of 
our communities to restore, protect and cher-
ish ecosystems like the Chesapeake Bay on 
which all of life ultimately depends. 

Mr. Speaker, the key decisions we make 
over the next several years will have a pro-

found impact on the kind of America we leave 
to our children. I believe the vast majority of 
our constituents understand this and stand 
ready to do their part as we come together to 
build a more prosperous, healthier and 
greener nation. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, in 
honor of the 38th celebration of Earth Day, I 
would like to take this time to reflect on the 
progress we are making for the health of our 
planet—and to challenge all Americans—each 
and every one of us—to re-dedicate ourselves 
to living in a sustainable manner. 

Looking back, we can be proud that the 
New Direction Congress has made real 
progress toward a future of cleaner energy 
and healthier living. 

Last year, Congress passed the historic En-
ergy Independence and Security Act. 

This legislation takes important steps to in-
crease fuel efficiency, help promote alternative 
energy sources, and is set to dramatically re-
duce CO2 emissions over the years to come. 
However, we can do more. We must do more. 
The time is now. We cannot wait any longer 
to address the countless environmental chal-
lenges we must confront. 

Together, we can leave our planet a little 
greener and a little more peaceful. It is our 
duty to help spur the next generation of en-
ergy technology—solar, hydrogen, wind, and 
other sources of energy that create a sustain-
able environment. 

The U.S. has the technology and know-how 
to lead the world in environmental solutions. I 
believe we can strengthen America’s economy 
through environmentally sound policy and, in 
the process, create jobs here at home. 

As we commemorate this Earth Day ask 
yourself, am I doing enough? Can I do more? 
What kind of planet will we leave for the next 
generation? 

We all must share this planet. We all rely on 
its resources to survive. We must all do our 
part to pass along a healthy and sustainable 
living environment to our children and grand-
children. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 1117, 
as it supports the goals and ideals of Earth 
Day. 

Greenhouse gas emissions in Texas are the 
highest in the Nation. In fact, if Texas were its 
own separate country, it would rank seventh in 
the world in carbon dioxide emissions. Unless 
Texas significantly alters its fuel mix towards 
lower emitting fuels or renewable energy, 
greenhouse gas emissions are expected to 
continue to rise rapidly. 

I am unhappy that the overall energy use in 
Texas is projected to increase by 36 percent 
over the next 20 years. We must act now to 
stop this trend. This pattern is bad for our en-
vironment. It is bad for the health of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, let us not leave a legacy of 
waste and pollution for tomorrow’s citizens. 
Let us act now to pass policies to protect our 
environment and be good stewards of the 
Earth. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, as Americans 
mark Earth Day, they can also mark the new 
direction Congress has begun to reverse the 
failed energy policies of the past, committing 
instead to clean, and renewable energy for the 
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future. It may have taken the president almost 
8 years to acknowledge global warming, but 
this is a problem that Congress did not wait to 
address. 

Congress passed the historic and bipartisan 
Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 to begin to reduce American depend-
ence on foreign oil, respond to the global 
warming crisis, grow our economy, and lower 
energy costs. The Act will save 5.3 billion met-
ric tons in energy-related CO2 emissions from 
2008–2030 and reduce oil consumption by 2.4 
million barrels a day—almost a 25 percent re-
duction over today’s usage. 

The Congress has taken the steps the cur-
rent Administration has failed to take. It 
pleases me that on this Earth Day in 2008 we 
can acknowledge and celebrate the positive 
direction we are taking in addressing our en-
ergy use, climate change, and its impact on 
our economy. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Earth Day. 

On Earth Day, we celebrate the limitless 
gifts of our natural world—the incredible life- 
giving forces that sustain us through every sin-
gle day of the year. It is all too easy to take 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, the 
earth we walk for granted. Today, we pause to 
recognize what precious gifts these are. 

We need this reminder now more than ever. 
Our environment is fragile, threatened by glob-
al climate change, exploding demand for re-
sources, and other serious challenges. Our fu-
ture depends upon how we respond. Con-
gress, the President, and every nation on the 
globe must commit to charting a new course 
toward sustainable and earth-renewing lives. 

Earth Day reminds us that we must act to 
protect our environment not just out of obliga-
tion or self-preservation, but because it is sim-
ply the right thing to do for the next genera-
tion. We owe our children and grandchildren 
our strongest efforts to clean up pollution, pre-
serve our wild spaces, and reduce the human 
footprint on our globe. 

As Americans, we also owe a unique debt 
to Planet Earth. Our nation is responsible for 
25% of the world’s energy consumption—far 
more than our fair share. If we continue con-
suming at this rate as nations like India and 
China increase their resource demands, our 
planet will change forever in ways that will se-
riously impact all of our lives. 

The United States must lead the urgent ef-
fort to find a different path. We must find ways 
to responsibly use the resources of our earth 
while simultaneously renewing our environ-
ment and making it stronger. We are more 
than up to the task—Americans have always 
been pioneers and innovators, and nature has 
always played a vital role in that frontier spirit. 
Our ancestors tamed the wilderness; now it is 
our challenge to sustain and preserve it. 

In the 110th Congress, the House has 
passed historic legislation to protect our plan-
et. We have acted to improve vehicle fuel effi-
ciency, promote renewable sources of energy 
and invest in new energy-efficient tech-
nologies. In addition, we have proposed legis-
lation to slow, stabilize and ultimately reverse 
greenhouse gas emissions. I urge the Bush 
Administration to partner with Congress and 
the American people to enact these bold pro-
posals. 

One of the greatest joys of my life has been 
sharing in the wonder of the natural world with 
my family, my friends, and especially my chil-
dren. Whether a simple walk outside or a trek 
to the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge, these 
experiences have renewed my spirit. 

Future generations deserve the same op-
portunity. This will only be possible if we fully 
embrace Earth Day’s challenge to recognize 
the immense value of our environment and 
our planet. As we celebrate sprouting leaves, 
sunlight, spring, and all the splendor of nature, 
we also commit to ensuring that we can en-
thusiastically enjoy every Earth Day to come. 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support H. Res. 1117, supporting the goals 
and ideals of Earth Day. On this day we are 
reminded of the importance of protecting our 
environment for generations to come. 

Established in 1970, Earth Day commemo-
rates the birth of the modern environmental 
movement. Thirty eight years ago today, 200 
million Americans from coast-to-coast took to 
the streets to demonstrate the importance of 
environmental stewardship and conservation. 
Their voices are still heard today, as we con-
tinue to celebrate Earth Day globally. 

We must act responsibly and expediently to 
protect our environment by addressing global 
warming. Scientists worldwide agree that glob-
al warming is a reality and its consequences 
will be devastating and far-reaching. 

Protecting our environment is not only cru-
cial for this generation, but for the many gen-
erations to come. By implementing environ-
mentally responsible policies today, we will en-
sure that our children and grandchildren will 
have clean water to drink and clear air to 
breathe. 

We must focus on developing renewable 
energy, reducing our dependence on fossil 
fuels, expanding access to sustainable re-
sources, and increasing environmental con-
sciousness. This Congress has taken great 
strides to these ends, but there is still much 
work to be done. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
the goals and ideals of Earth Day. May we 
continue to make environmental issues a top 
priority of the 110th Congress. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCNERNEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1117. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 35 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DONNELLY) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 981, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 5151, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 831, by the yeas and nays. 
Proceedings on H.R. 5613 and H. Con. 

Res. 322 will resume on Wednesday. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

WORLD GLAUCOMA DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 981, as amended, 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TOWNS) to suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution, H. Res. 981, as 
amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 387, nays 0, 
not voting 44, as follows: 

[Roll No. 205] 

YEAS—387 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Allen 
Altmire 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 

Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Cannon 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 

Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
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