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future. It may have taken the president almost 
8 years to acknowledge global warming, but 
this is a problem that Congress did not wait to 
address. 

Congress passed the historic and bipartisan 
Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 to begin to reduce American depend-
ence on foreign oil, respond to the global 
warming crisis, grow our economy, and lower 
energy costs. The Act will save 5.3 billion met-
ric tons in energy-related CO2 emissions from 
2008–2030 and reduce oil consumption by 2.4 
million barrels a day—almost a 25 percent re-
duction over today’s usage. 

The Congress has taken the steps the cur-
rent Administration has failed to take. It 
pleases me that on this Earth Day in 2008 we 
can acknowledge and celebrate the positive 
direction we are taking in addressing our en-
ergy use, climate change, and its impact on 
our economy. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Earth Day. 

On Earth Day, we celebrate the limitless 
gifts of our natural world—the incredible life- 
giving forces that sustain us through every sin-
gle day of the year. It is all too easy to take 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, the 
earth we walk for granted. Today, we pause to 
recognize what precious gifts these are. 

We need this reminder now more than ever. 
Our environment is fragile, threatened by glob-
al climate change, exploding demand for re-
sources, and other serious challenges. Our fu-
ture depends upon how we respond. Con-
gress, the President, and every nation on the 
globe must commit to charting a new course 
toward sustainable and earth-renewing lives. 

Earth Day reminds us that we must act to 
protect our environment not just out of obliga-
tion or self-preservation, but because it is sim-
ply the right thing to do for the next genera-
tion. We owe our children and grandchildren 
our strongest efforts to clean up pollution, pre-
serve our wild spaces, and reduce the human 
footprint on our globe. 

As Americans, we also owe a unique debt 
to Planet Earth. Our nation is responsible for 
25% of the world’s energy consumption—far 
more than our fair share. If we continue con-
suming at this rate as nations like India and 
China increase their resource demands, our 
planet will change forever in ways that will se-
riously impact all of our lives. 

The United States must lead the urgent ef-
fort to find a different path. We must find ways 
to responsibly use the resources of our earth 
while simultaneously renewing our environ-
ment and making it stronger. We are more 
than up to the task—Americans have always 
been pioneers and innovators, and nature has 
always played a vital role in that frontier spirit. 
Our ancestors tamed the wilderness; now it is 
our challenge to sustain and preserve it. 

In the 110th Congress, the House has 
passed historic legislation to protect our plan-
et. We have acted to improve vehicle fuel effi-
ciency, promote renewable sources of energy 
and invest in new energy-efficient tech-
nologies. In addition, we have proposed legis-
lation to slow, stabilize and ultimately reverse 
greenhouse gas emissions. I urge the Bush 
Administration to partner with Congress and 
the American people to enact these bold pro-
posals. 

One of the greatest joys of my life has been 
sharing in the wonder of the natural world with 
my family, my friends, and especially my chil-
dren. Whether a simple walk outside or a trek 
to the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge, these 
experiences have renewed my spirit. 

Future generations deserve the same op-
portunity. This will only be possible if we fully 
embrace Earth Day’s challenge to recognize 
the immense value of our environment and 
our planet. As we celebrate sprouting leaves, 
sunlight, spring, and all the splendor of nature, 
we also commit to ensuring that we can en-
thusiastically enjoy every Earth Day to come. 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
support H. Res. 1117, supporting the goals 
and ideals of Earth Day. On this day we are 
reminded of the importance of protecting our 
environment for generations to come. 

Established in 1970, Earth Day commemo-
rates the birth of the modern environmental 
movement. Thirty eight years ago today, 200 
million Americans from coast-to-coast took to 
the streets to demonstrate the importance of 
environmental stewardship and conservation. 
Their voices are still heard today, as we con-
tinue to celebrate Earth Day globally. 

We must act responsibly and expediently to 
protect our environment by addressing global 
warming. Scientists worldwide agree that glob-
al warming is a reality and its consequences 
will be devastating and far-reaching. 

Protecting our environment is not only cru-
cial for this generation, but for the many gen-
erations to come. By implementing environ-
mentally responsible policies today, we will en-
sure that our children and grandchildren will 
have clean water to drink and clear air to 
breathe. 

We must focus on developing renewable 
energy, reducing our dependence on fossil 
fuels, expanding access to sustainable re-
sources, and increasing environmental con-
sciousness. This Congress has taken great 
strides to these ends, but there is still much 
work to be done. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
the goals and ideals of Earth Day. May we 
continue to make environmental issues a top 
priority of the 110th Congress. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCNERNEY) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1117. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 35 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DONNELLY) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H. Res. 981, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 5151, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 831, by the yeas and nays. 
Proceedings on H.R. 5613 and H. Con. 

Res. 322 will resume on Wednesday. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

WORLD GLAUCOMA DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 981, as amended, 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
TOWNS) to suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution, H. Res. 981, as 
amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 387, nays 0, 
not voting 44, as follows: 

[Roll No. 205] 

YEAS—387 

Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Allen 
Altmire 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 

Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Cannon 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 

Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
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