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working but still have no health insur-
ance. 

If the measure of a President is how 
his administration has treated the 
weakest and most vulnerable among 
us, then George W. Bush has failed the 
test of that leadership. 

Here at home we have people con-
verging on food pantries that are not 
able to cope with the demand. We have 
young people unable to find summer 
jobs, find it difficult to get student 
loans, and even more difficult to get a 
job to pay them off. We have families 
that lack health insurance. We have 10 
seniors waiting for every one available 
affordable housing unit. And we have 
veterans in dilapidated facilities with-
out the proper health care and support 
they need to rebuild their lives when 
they return home. This in a land where 
President Bush says, ‘‘Each of us is 
willed and each of us is loved.’’ 

Mortgage foreclosures have a death 
grip on our economy, yet Washington 
continues to drag its feet on a solution 
with real bite. An estimated 1.6 million 
foreclosures occurred in 2007, and as of 
December, 2.9 million loans were past 
due, signaling that the worst is in front 
of us. This means that more than 40 
million homeowners are at risk of see-
ing their property values decline as a 
result. And by early 2009 as many as 
12.5 million homeowners will have no 
equity in their homes or will owe more 
than their homes are worth. In fact, 
America today is experiencing some-
thing it never has before, negative net 
equity in home mortgages. The value 
of the home is less than what people 
owe. 

Where is the Bush administration? I 
invite the President to Ohio. Help us 
get these mortgage servicers to a table 
so we can do workouts. Where is HUD? 
Where is the Federal Reserve? Where 
are all these regulatory agencies? 
Where are they? Where is the Presi-
dent? 

States and localities are struggling 
because of the Federal Government’s 
absence in this area of workouts, and 
municipalities’ tax bases may drop as 
much as $356 billion over the next 2 
years, further undermining their abil-
ity to provide vital services for 
strapped residents because their tax 
bases are going down as a result of de-
clining property values. 

We have had the largest home equity 
washout in U.S. history. And what is 
the Bush response? To transfer $29 bil-
lion to bail out Bear Stearns, a Wall 
Street fast buck operation which is a 
Federal Reserve favorite and a primary 
dealer of U.S. Government securities. 
Yet nothing is done to help the States 
where these foreclosure crises are 
going on every day, to help America’s 
families reposition so that they don’t 
lose their major asset. 

Yes, the Bush administration is con-
servative, but it is not compassionate. 

In the Middle East, the Bush invasion 
of Iraq has yielded over 5 million refu-

gees. The President has done nothing 
to help those displaced refugees have 
some semblance of a decent life. A mil-
lion and a half Iraqis have fled to Syria 
alone. 

Mr. Speaker, justice demands more 
than individual charity. It demands 
justice of us as a rich and powerful Na-
tion. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5819, SBIR/STTR REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT 

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–603) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1125) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5819) to 
amend the Small Business Act to im-
prove the Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) program and the 
Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR) program, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House 
Calendar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2830, COAST GUARD AUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2008 

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–604) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1126) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2830) to 
authorize appropriations for the Coast 
Guard for fiscal year 2008, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

MEMPHIS MUSIC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Memphis Music. 
This summer, my district will play 
host to a tradition that has evolved 
with the city for more than 70 years, 
Carnival Memphis. Every year, Car-
nival Memphis lifts up the best of our 
city and asks it to help those Mem-
phians who are most in need. Leaders 
of an honored industry roll up their 
sleeves to help special Memphis char-
ities, charities that are often otherwise 
ignored. This year, the honored indus-
try, Memphis Music, is at the very 
foundations of our beloved city. 

Mr. Speaker, so much of the music 
that is identified as iconic American 
music came from Memphis. It rose up 
from the heat of the Mississippi Delta 
and drifted into the city where it was 
stamped on vinyl in studios like Stax 
and Sun. From there, the sounds of 
Elvis, Mavis Staples, Al Green, Booker 

T. and the MGs, and Isaac Hayes be-
came part of the fabric of American 
culture. 

This summer, Memphis Music and 
Carnival Memphis will turn their hands 
and their hearts to the Emanuel Epis-
copal Center Neighborhood School, and 
United Cerebral Palsy of the Mid 
South. They will be joined by the King 
and Queen of Carnival, the Royal Court 
and all of the mystic societies. The 
economic, cultural, and spiritual en-
gine that is the entertainment of in-
dustry in Memphis will turn their ef-
forts to lift the spirits and cir-
cumstances of those in need in Mem-
phis. 

I am proud to represent a city that 
has left such an indelible mark on 
American culture. I congratulate Car-
nival Memphis on their 77th year and 
all their hard work to enrich Memphis. 
And I encourage all of my colleagues, 
the next time they hear Sitting on the 
Dock of the Bay, Green Onions, or 
Heartbreak Hotel, to join me and do 
what I do, and think of Memphis. 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I stand before this body tonight 
with what I have started to call a sun-
set memorial. It is April 22, 2008 in the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave, and before the sun set today in 
America, almost 4,000 more defenseless 
unborn children were killed by abor-
tion on demand. That is just today. 
That is more than the number of inno-
cent American lives that were lost on 
September 11, Mr. Speaker, only it hap-
pens every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,874 days 
since the travesty called Roe versus 
Wade was handed down. Since then, the 
very foundation of this Nation has been 
stained by the blood of more than 50 
million of its own children. Some of 
them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed 
as they died, but because it was 
amniotic fluid passing over the vocal 
cords instead of air, we couldn’t hear 
them. 

And all of them had at least four 
things in common: First, they were 
each just little babies who had done 
nothing wrong to anyone. And, each 
one of them had a nameless and lonely 
death. And, each of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it immediately or 
not, will never be the same. And all of 
the gifts that these children might 
have brought to humanity, Mr. Speak-
er, are now lost forever. 

And yet even in the full glare of such 
tragedy, this generation still clings to 
a blind invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent 
genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims to date, 
those yet unborn. 
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