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that will help Americans lower their energy 
bills while increasing energy conservation and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Through 
the targeted and strategic planting of specific 
species of shade trees around residences, 
homeowners and utilities can conserve signifi-
cant amounts of energy. 

Planting shade trees in strategic locations is 
a proven method to help homeowners manage 
the amount of electricity they need to run their 
air conditioners and heaters. For more than a 
decade, the Sacramento Municipal Utility Dis-
trict has partnered with the Sacramento Tree 
Foundation to offer their customers free shade 
trees to help reduce energy consumption. 

This program has succeeded in planting 
more than 400,000 trees, which will help con-
serve enough energy to cool 9,000 homes in 
Sacramento. In addition, these trees will con-
tribute to the fight against global warming by 
absorbing an estimated 2 billion pounds of 
carbon dioxide. They will absorb 5 billion gal-
lons of rainwater as well, and will eliminate or 
avoid the production of about 61 million 
pounds of air pollutants. Most important, they 
will save my constituents millions of dollars in 
energy costs, and will relieve SMUD from hav-
ing to purchase expensive and dirty power 
during periods when demand is at its peak. 

Madam Speaker, the benefits of strategically 
planted trees to the environment, to energy 
conservation, and even to public health are 
many, and the Federal Government certainly 
has a role to play in helping to encourage 
more utilities to utilize them. With this in mind, 
the Energy Conservation through Trees Act 
creates a grant program at the Department of 
Energy to help residential power providers in-
stitute targeted tree-planting initiatives dedi-
cated to reducing residential energy consump-
tion. 

In order to qualify for financial assistance 
under this legislation, utilities must partner with 
local tree-planting organizations to serve as 
experts in the siting, planting, and care of the 
shade trees provided to homeowners. These 
tree-planting organizations must employ 
science-based guidelines to ensure that plant-
ed trees do not interfere with pre-existing solar 
panels, wind turbines, septic systems, building 
foundations, and other essential infrastructure. 
These guidelines are also meant to ensure 
that ecologically appropriate trees are distrib-
uted to homeowners. 

Madam Speaker, the American people are 
concerned about our Nation’s energy policy. 
They want us to take action to combat global 
warming. They are demanding relief from en-
ergy bills that continually rise year after year. 
Utilizing strategic planting of trees to increase 
energy conservation is a proven and reliable 
way for Congress to take action to address 
these concerns. I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting the Energy Conservation 
through Trees Act. Doing so will send a strong 
signal to our constituents that we are taking 
steps today to create a more affordable and 
energy-conscious future for them. 
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Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sarai Ingram on achieving 
the Girl Scout Gold Award. Receiving the Gold 
Award is a testament to Miss Ingram’s leader-
ship, citizenship, and service to her commu-
nity. 

For her Gold Award project, Sarai Ingram 
designed and provided a library of books for 
the Children’s Room at the Battered Women’s 
Foundation in Hurst, Texas. In addition, Miss 
Ingram helped care for the children while their 
mothers were receiving support at the center 
for themselves and their families. 

The Girl Scouts of America promotes a 
positive influence for young women of today. 
I am honored to represent Sarai Ingram in 
earning the highest award bestowed in Girl 
Scouts. I commend her commitment and dedi-
cation for the betterment of her life, her com-
munity, and her country. 
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MADDIE HOLMES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Maddie 
Holmes who has received the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
Maddie Holmes is a senior at Jefferson High 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Maddie 
Holmes is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential that students at 
all levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic that will guide 
them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations once 
again to Maddie Holmes for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth award. I have no doubt she will exhibit 
the same dedication she has shown in her 
high school career to her college career and 
future accomplishments. 
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HONORING ANDREW FORTIN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Andrew Fortin of Kansas 
City, Missouri. Andrew is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
260, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Andrew has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Andrew has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Andrew Fortin for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE EFFORTS OF 
THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
OF GARDEN CITY 

HON. JERRY MORAN 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to share an inspirational story about 
a community coming together in a time of 
need. Like Americans across the country, 
Kansas families are burdened with the rising 
cost of fuel, healthcare, and other basic 
needs. 

The Bible Christian Church of Garden City 
raised funds to help reduce the pain many 
Kansas families are facing at the pump by 
lowering the price $0.40 a gallon at a local 
Shell gas station. They allowed as many resi-
dents to participate in the event in 1 hour as 
possible. The turnout was so great that the 
hour was extended for those who waited in 
line throughout the hour and didn’t make it 
through. 

In addition to giving a discount on gas, Bible 
Christian Church held its third annual Commu-
nity Day of Service. Many free services were 
provided in the church’s Family Life Center, 
such as hair cuts for children; hearing, dental, 
and vision screenings; cancer screenings and 
bone marrow registry, along with free clothing. 

I would like to recognize members of the 
Bible Christian Church, community physicians, 
and local residents for their time and efforts in 
their act of services to the Garden City com-
munity. 

While Washington remains divided on ways 
to help the needy, it is small acts of generosity 
like this that our Nation can be proud of and 
encourage. Even the smallest deeds are a 
step in the right direction. 
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HONORING NORMAN MOORHEAD 

HON. PATRICK J. MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor the ex-
traordinary achievements of Mr. Norman 
Moorhead. Mr. Moorhead is being recognized 
by the Newtown Township Police Department, 
honoring his retirement from the force after 40 
years of hard work and dedication to his com-
munity. 

A longtime resident of Bucks County, Mr. 
Moorhead began his exceptional service to 
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