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RECOGNIZING CAROLYN KULIG 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Carolyn Kulig on achieving 
the Girl Scout Gold Award. Receiving the Gold 
Award is a testament to Miss Kulig’s leader-
ship, citizenship, and service to her commu-
nity. 

For her Gold Award project, Carolyn Kulig 
decorated the library at the Easter Seals facil-
ity in Carrollton, Texas. Miss Temple painted 
book shelves in lively colors and added color 
to the walls. She also collected books and vid-
eos through donations that will be given to 
low-income families that have children being 
treated at the facility. Her efforts will liven the 
spirit of all that use the library at Easter Seals. 

The Girl Scouts of America promotes a 
positive influence for young women of today. 
I am honored to represent Carolyn Kulig in 
earning the highest award bestowed in Girl 
Scouts. I commend her commitment and dedi-
cation for the betterment of her life, her com-
munity, and her country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAYA ANGELOU ON 
HER 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 80th 
birthday of Dr. Maya Angelou, one of the great 
voices of contemporary literature and a re-
markable Renaissance woman. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Angelou 
when I attended Yale University. She was a 
mentor to me then, not for her literary works, 
which were inspiring, but for her love for the 
least of us. She maintains a passion for all 
people regardless of race, gender, or class. 

Dr. Angelou was born in St. Louis, Missouri, 
on April 4, 1928, and attended public schools 
in Arkansas and California. Dr. Angelou is 
truly a woman of great vision, grace, and intel-
lect. She speaks French, Spanish, Italian, Ara-
bic, West African Fanti, and English. 

In addition to written and spoken word, for 
which she is most known, she has other ac-
complishments that have not received as 
much attention. She taught modern dance at 
the Rome Opera House and the Hambina 
Theatre in Tel Aviv. She was has been a civil 
and human rights activist for many years, and 
in fact was the northern coordinator for the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
SCLC, in 1959, appointed at the request of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

HONORARY DEGREES AND AWARDS 
Maya Angelou has been honored by several 

universities, Howard University to Spellman 
College, from Columbia University to the Uni-
versity of Southern California giving her over 
30 honorary degrees. 

She has received Tony Awards, Grammy 
Awards, Woman of the Year Awards, a Con-

gressional Tribute by Former Congressman 
Kweisi Mfume, and even a Presidential Medal 
of Arts from President Bill Clinton. 

BOOKS, POEMS, AND SHORT STORIES 
Maya Angelou is known for her stirring 

poems and storytelling abilities. ‘‘On the Pulse 
of the Morning’’ and ‘‘Phenomenal Women’’ 
were two of the poems that helped her be-
come only the second poet in U.S. history to 
have the honor of writing and reciting original 
work at the Presidential inauguration. 

Dr. Angelou has authored 12 bestselling 
books including ‘‘I Know Why the Caged Bird 
Sings,’’ ‘‘A Song Flung Up to Heaven,’’ and 
‘‘Even the Stars Look Lonesome.’’ She has 
the unique ability to shatter the opaque prisms 
of race, class, and gender between the reader 
and the subject. She captivates her audience, 
be they children in Tel Aviv, Civil Rights Lead-
ers, or even Presidents. 

CONCLUSION 
I would have had us sing to Maya Angelou 

on her 80th birthday, but I would rather say 
thank you. Thank you, Dr. Angelou, for your 
dedication to civil and human rights, thank you 
for your activism, your perceptive stories and 
poems, thank you for your wisdom, and thank 
you for reminding us how powerful language 
can be. For Maya Angelou has moved hearts 
and minds with her lyric and prose. 

I thank Maya Angelou for being a Phe-
nomenal Woman, for now we understand 
‘‘Just why [your] head is not bowed. Why you 
don’t shout or jump about, or have to talk real 
loud. Why when we see you pass by, we are 
so proud, Some say, It’s in the click of your 
heels, the bend of your hair, the palm of your 
hand, the need of your care, But its because 
you are a woman, Phenomenally. Phenomenal 
woman . . . that, Dr. Angelou, is you. 

Happy 80th Birthday, Maya Angelou. 
PHENOMENAL WOMAN 
(By Maya Angelou) 

Pretty women wonder where my secret lies. 
I’m not cute or built to suit a fashion mod-

el’s size 
But when I start to tell them, 
They think I’m telling lies. 
I say, 
It’s in the reach of my arms 
The span of my hips, 
The stride of my step, 
The curl of my lips. 
I’m a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That’s me. 

I walk into a room 
Just as cool as you please, 
And to a man, 
The fellows stand or 
Fall down on their knees. 
Then they swarm around me, 
A hive of honey bees. 
I say, 
It’s the fire in my eyes, 
And the flash of my teeth, 
The swing in my waist, 
And the joy in my feet. 
I’m a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That’s me. 

Men themselves have wondered 
What they see in me. 
They try so much 
But they can’t touch 
My inner mystery. 

When I try to show them 
They say they still can’t see. 
I say, 
It’s in the arch of my back, 
The sun of my smile, 
The ride of my breasts, 
The grace of my style. 
I’m a woman 

Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That’s me. 

Now you understand 
Just why my head’s not bowed. 
I don’t shout or jump about 
Or have to talk real loud. 
When you see me passing 
It ought to make you proud. 
I say, 
It’s in the click of my heels, 
The bend of my hair, 
The palm of my hand, 
The need of my care, 
’Cause I’m a woman 
Phenomenally. 
Phenomenal woman, 
That’s me. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 
RETIREMENT OF LEROY R. CLINK 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam Speak-
er, I wish to celebrate the accomplishments of 
Mr. Leroy R. Clink, Sr. for his 30 years of 
service. Below is a brief description of his ac-
complishments. 

Leroy Clink comes from humble origins, at-
tending a two room schoolhouse in West 
Granville, MA. After graduating from Westfield 
High School, he went on to New England Col-
lege to receive his Bachelors of Science in 
Civil Engineering. He also obtained a Master 
of Science in Engineering Management from 
Western New England College. 

Mr. Clink was an impressively well-rounded 
college student. During his time at New Eng-
land College, Mr. Clink ascended to the presi-
dency of the Sigma Alpha Beta Fraternity, in 
addition to becoming Chairman of the Inter- 
Fraternity Council, Mr. Clink displayed his 
leadership skills in the Student Senate. He 
was also the First New England college stu-
dent to be a voting member of the College Ad-
missions Committee. Mr. Clink was able to 
find time in his busy schedule to become a 
student guide, dormitory proctor, and a stu-
dent member of ASCE. 

Mr. Clink began his professional career in 
1978 at Westover Air Reserve Base as a 
Pavements Engineer. From there he became 
the Project Engineer in the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. He served as a Base Civil Engi-
neer at the Westover ARB, where he coordi-
nated construction projects. Mr. Clink has 
played an imperative role in runway overlays, 
east ramp improvements, water distribution, 
and base operations. He also played an active 
role as a security police officer. In addition, he 
was involved in control tower, base civil engi-
neering, and Marines site support element. 

Before his retirement, he was working on 
the New BRAC projects Armed Forces Re-
serve Center and the Navy Sea Bee Battalion 
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Facility. On this occasion, I am proud to mark 
30 years of Mr. Clink’s service and to con-
gratulate him on his well-deserved retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE DAVID 
BRELAND 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. CRAMER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the outstanding career of Judge 
David Breland. 

On April 12, Judge Breland was honored 
with the Newton B. Powell Loyalty Award by 
the Democratic Party of Morgan County, AL. 

Judge Breland has served the people of the 
State of Alabama for over 25 years as a Dis-
trict Judge in Morgan County. Judge Breland 
is best known as a tireless advocate for the 
children of the Tennessee Valley. During his 
judicial career, Judge Breland established over 
35 programs throughout the State of Alabama 
designed to assist at-risk youth. 

Additionally, Judge Breland was the Chair-
man of Northwest Alabama Corrections for 
Youth, the Co-Chairman of the Morgan County 
Children’s Policy Council, and a member of 
the President’s Summit on Youth. His efforts 
have helped countless young people through-
out Alabama become successful and respon-
sible adults. 

Judge Breland’s civic involvement has in-
spired many in North Alabama. He has re-
ceived commendations from organizations 
such as the Boys and Girls Club, the NAACP, 
and the Rotary Club. In 2008, Judge Breland 
was named as the Citizen of the Year by the 
Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Com-
merce. 

I commend Judge David Breland’s work on 
behalf of North Alabama and, on behalf of the 
United States House of Representatives, I 
congratulate him on a distinguished career. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROBERT AND 
CAROLYN CRAWFORD FOR RE-
CEIVING THE MOTHERS AGAINST 
DRUNK DRIVING (MADD) HERO 
AWARD 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Robert and Carolyn 
Crawford for receiving the Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD) Hero Award. The 
Lewisville couple received the award on Satur-
day April 19th, 2008, for their commitment to 
educating others about the dangers of drunk-
en driving while volunteering for MADD. 

The Crawfords’ mission began back in 1993 
when their daughter, son-in-law, grand-
daughter and another unborn grandchild were 
killed in a car wreck by a drunken driver. From 
that moment the couple has made it a priority 
to inform others of the dangers involved with 
drunk driving. 

Since 2007, Robert Crawford has traveled 
all across the country participating in the 
MADD speaker’s tour. He has spoken to over 
10,000 people, and in these first few months 
of 2008, Robert has talked to almost 400 con-
victed drunk drivers at Victim Impact Panel 
meetings at the Denton County courthouse. 
Robert has also attended court trials to pro-
vide moral support to victims’ families affected 
by drunk driving. 

MADD was founded in 1980 and has more 
than 2 million members and supporters nation-
wide. Like Robert and Carolyn, the organiza-
tion’s goal is to stop drunken driving. The 
Crawfords’ avid participation in MADD can be 
attributed to their passionate aspiration of try-
ing to ensure that no other families endure the 
pain and devastation they suffered as a result 
of a drunken driver’s poor decision. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly rise today to 
honor two worthy citizens who strive every day 
to make this world a better place. Robert and 
Carolyn Crawford are truly deserving of the 
honor MADD has bestowed upon them. I am 
proud to represent them in the 26th District of 
Texas and greatly appreciative for their ongo-
ing service to their local community and the 
Nation. Their passion and devotion to such a 
worthy cause is admirable. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DENNIS 
KAVANAUGH, RECIPIENT OF 2008 
SHELLEY ARTS ADVOCACY 
AWARD 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Dennis Kavanaugh, re-
cipient of 2008 Shelley Arts Advocacy Award 
from the Arizona Citizens Action of the Arts. 
As a member of the Mesa City Council and a 
leader within numerous boards and organiza-
tions, Dennis has been a tireless advocate for 
the arts in Arizona. Dennis recognizes the im-
portance that the arts have on strengthening 
communities and enhancing our quality of life. 

Dennis currently serves as Chair of both the 
Mesa Arts Center Foundation board and the 
Development Committee of the National Asso-
ciation of State Arts Assemblies. Through his 
work on the National Association of the State 
Arts Assemblies, Dennis has been a champion 
for efforts to increase federal funding for the 
National Endowment of the Arts. 

Dennis was also instrumental in building the 
new Mesa Arts Center which has become a 
point of pride for the entire community. Dennis 
served for more than 6 years on the Center’s 
Architect Selection and Design Committee. 
The center now serves as a place to show-
case world-class performances and exhibits 
but also houses studio space for art edu-
cation. 

I commend the Arizona Action of the Art’s 
for selecting such a deserving arts advocate. 
Dennis truly understands the tremendous im-
pact that the arts have in achieving edu-
cational excellence and a greater sense of 
community. Dennis was recently elected to the 
Mesa City Council where he has displayed his 

leadership skills previously and where I am 
sure he will continue to support public policy 
that will advance the arts in Arizona. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Dennis Kavanaugh’s continued work 
and advocacy for the arts in Arizona. 

f 

JUAN SEGUIN—TEXAS FREEDOM 
FIGHTER 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, as Texans we 
are proud of our fight for independence. We 
often celebrate the courage and sacrifice 
made by the Alamo defenders. We boast of 
the cunning and valor displayed by the vic-
torious troops at the Battle of San Jacinto. 
When celebrating these two historic events, I 
would be remiss not to mention the vital role 
that Juan Seguin played in both of those bat-
tles. 

Juan Seguin was born in 1806 at San Anto-
nio, in what was then Mexico. He soon grew 
tired of President Santa Anna’s policies and in 
1835, he responded to a call for support by 
raising a company of Tejanos, Texans of His-
panic descent, to aid in the revolution. In Oc-
tober of 1835, following a battle in Bexar, Ste-
phen F. Austin granted a captain’s commis-
sion to Seguin. 

Seguin’s company would soon arrive at the 
Alamo with other Revolutionary heroes such 
as, Jim Bowie, Davy Crockett, and William 
Barrett Travis, who were taking shelter as 
General Santa Anna’s army was advancing on 
San Antonio. 

As the Alamo came under constant bom-
bardment, Colonel Travis sent out messengers 
to get help. The last messenger sent out was 
Juan Seguin on a mission to seek reinforce-
ments from Colonel James Fannin to send 
troops from nearby Goliad to help the defend-
ers at the Alamo. After his failed attempts to 
persuade Fannin, he journeyed to the ranches 
along the Guadalupe and San Antonio Rivers 
to recruit more Tejanos. 

His company then met up with General Sam 
Houston at the town of Gonzales. There, the 
tragic news that the Alamo had fallen was de-
livered. A decision was made to burn the town 
of Gonzales in order to deny shelter to Santa 
Anna’s troops. 

As General Houston’s armies retreated, he 
gave Seguin’s company the task of riding into 
the frontier and warning the settlers of the 
coming danger. Because of this great service 
to the Texas Revolution, he has been dubbed 
‘‘The Paul Revere of Texas.’’ 

Later, Seguin commanded the only Tejano 
unit to fight in the Battle of San Jacinto. None 
of the Texians at San Jacinto wore uniforms 
on the battlefield. In order to distinguish them-
selves from the Mexican soldiers, only Mexi-
can officers wore uniforms, Seguin’s Tejanos 
wore playing cards in their hats to avoid 
friendly fire. After the battle, Seguin personally 
accepted the surrender of a number of Mexi-
can officers. After his company’s valiant effort 
in the battle, Seguin was promoted to Lt. Colo-
nel. Texas liberty would not be secure without 
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