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Robin Garabedian, a junior at Doherty Me-

morial High School whose family has been 
with the Armenian Church of Our Saviour 
since her grandmother’s family immigrated 
to Worcester, said she was 7 years old when 
her father told her about the genocide. In 
reading her award-winning essay, ‘‘Why Re-
membrance of the Genocide is Important,’’ 
she quoted Adolf Hitler as saying. ‘‘Who 
today remembers the extermination of the 
Armenians?’’ as rationalization for the Holo-
caust. 

‘‘How does someone hate someone else so 
much?’’ Robin asked in anger. ‘‘If the world 
had stood up (against) the Armenian geno-
cide, there wouldn’t have been genocide of 
the Jews, or in Cambodia in the ’70s, or in 
Darfur today.’’ 

f 

H.R. 1374—FLORIDA NATIONAL 
FOREST LAND 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Madam Speaker, today 
the U.S. Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee considered S. 934, a com-
panion bill to H.R. 1374, which passed the 
House of Representatives on December 17, 
2007. This legislation provides the Forestry 
Service the flexibility they need to properly 
manage their assets. This legislation modifies 
the Florida National Forest Land Management 
Act in two simple ways which will provide the 
Forest Service essential authority to manage 
the national forests in Florida effectively. 

The first provision simply adds an unman-
ageable tract of land located in Tallahassee, 
FL to the list of lands the Secretary of Agri-
culture is currently authorized to sell. This spe-
cific property, tract W–1979, is approximately 
114 acres of land that has evolved into an un-
manageable, problem area for the Apalachi-
cola National Forest. Due to the configuration 
and surrounding development, the vegetation 
cannot be managed through prescribed fire. 
Although a very valuable tract from a real es-
tate/commercial aspect, this tract has lost its 
national forest character. The sale of this land 
will allow the Forest Service to purchase other 
lands located within the Forest that are more 
manageable and will enhance national forests 
in Florida. 

Secondly, this legislation would allow the 
Forest Service to use proceeds from the sale 
of other ‘‘non-green land’’ to be used for con-
struction and improvements to administrative 
facilities essential to the proper management 
of the Forest. These ‘‘non-green land’’ tracts 
of land are owned by the Forest Service, but 
have urban improvements like fairgrounds or 
sporting complexes and are not conducive to 
the overall purpose of protecting our national 
forests. 

This legislation would allow the Service to 
use the proceeds from the sale of improved 
lands to build critical infrastructure they need 
to manage the forests in Florida, while allow-
ing the forest service to continue its practice of 
using receipts from all non-developed ‘‘green 
land’’ tracts for the acquisition of other ‘‘green 
land’’ tracts to enhance the national forests in 
Florida. I am pleased that this legislation is 

moving forward and the Forest Service will 
have the ability to efficiently and effectively 
manage our Nation’s precious resources. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE EARTH 
DAY COALITION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the Earth 
Day Coalition of Cleveland, as they celebrate 
EarthFest 2008 on April 20, 2008—a date that 
also commemorates the 19th annual celebra-
tion of EarthFest in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Cleveland’s Earth Day Coalition was formed 
in 1990 to celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
Earth Day in Ohio. EarthFest is now Ohio’s 
largest environmental educational event and 
one of the most successful Earth Day events 
in the country. I stand in recognition of the 
staff and volunteers of the Earth Day Coalition 
for all their effort and dedication in creating 
such an innovative, exciting and educational 
event for the Great Cleveland community to 
enjoy. This year, EarthFest 2008 will be en-
tirely wind powered, signifying the ability of the 
Earth Day Coalition in effectively dem-
onstrating the need and possibilities of alter-
native forms of energy. The event features 
over 160 environmental exhibits and displays, 
all focused on educating the community about 
sustainability efforts and solutions to climate 
change. EarthFest is just one of Earth Day 
Coalition’s many nationally-recognized pro-
grams and promises once again to be a sig-
nificant aspect of the world celebration of 
Earth Day. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and recognitions of the staff, vol-
unteer and members of the Earth Day Coali-
tion as we celebrate EarthFest 2008 on April 
20, 2008. EarthFest 2008 promises to edu-
cate, inspire and motivate all of us to join to-
gether as a community and work toward main-
taining a more healthy earth for future genera-
tions. 
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TRIBUTE TO MORLEY NELSON 

HON. BILL SALI 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a remarkable Idahoan and a 
place in my beautiful home State. 

Today, the House is voting on renaming the 
Snake River Birds of Prey National Conserva-
tion Area—right outside my hometown of 
Kuna, ID—after a man named Morley Nelson. 
Morlan W. Nelson—everyone called him ‘‘Mor-
ley’’—was born in North Dakota. Morley was 
fascinated by raptors from a young age as he 
grew up on a ranch in his native State. He 
earned a degree in soil science, engineering 
and nuclear chemistry from North Dakota 
State in 1938 and went on to serve with great 
valor as a captain in the 10th Mountain Divi-

sion during the Second World War, the same 
outfit where our esteemed former colleague 
Bob Dole served with such distinction. Morley 
won a Bronze Star, a Purple Heart, and a Sil-
ver Star for his courage and indomitable spirit. 

Morley moved to Idaho after the War. In 
1948, he made his home in Boise and began 
serving as the Columbia Basin’s Snow Survey 
Supervisor and pursued his groundbreaking 
work with such raptors as the golden eagle. 

To give a fuller account of Morley’s remark-
able life, allow me to quote from a biography 
of Morley drafted for the Morley Nelson Ele-
mentary School in Boise: 

Morley continued his work with raptors 
and, after relocating to Idaho, became inter-
ested in the golden eagle. In 1958 he influ-
enced the State Legislature to enact a law 
protecting raptors in Idaho. In the early 
1960s Morley began working for Walt Disney 
Production’s True Life Adventure Series 
training falcons, eagles, and hawks. He 
worked on numerous films with Walt Disney 
and Paramount Pictures as well as working 
with Marlin Perkins on the Wild Kingdom 
television series, and television programs for 
PBS and other networks. In the 1980s and 
1990s Morley participated in many documen-
taries and videos featuring his birds. In the 
1970s and 1980s Morley was instrumental in 
recognizing the importance of the Snake 
River Canyon as a haven for birds of prey 
and with the help of Governor Cecil Andrus, 
who was then Secretary of the Interior, and 
others, they establishing the Snake River 
Birds of Prey National Conservation Area. 
He also influenced the establishment of the 
World Center for Birds of Prey in Boise. Mor-
ley had a long and productive association 
with the Idaho Power Company and the Edi-
son Electric Institute to help solve the elec-
trocution of eagles problem. He designed 
nesting platforms that attach to large trans-
mission lines which have helped to expand 
the nesting areas of Raptors. His power line 
corrections and nesting platform designs are 
now used worldwide. 

Idaho’s rich natural heritage is exemplified 
by the raptors that make their homes in the 
Gem State. Thanks largely to Morley’s efforts, 
‘‘Idaho hosts the densest population of nesting 
raptors in North America, and possibly on 
planet Earth,’’ according to writer Lee Foster. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my great 
home State, let me say that we will remember 
this wonderful man, exemplary patriot and out-
standing naturalist. 

I also commend and thank my friend and 
colleague, MIKE SIMPSON, for introducing H.R. 
3651, which renames the Snake River Birds of 
Prey National Conservation Area the ‘‘Morley 
Nelson Snake River Birds of Prey National 
Conservation Area.’’ It’s a fitting tribute to a 
great Idahoan and a great American. 
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TRIBUTE TO KATIE EDWARDS 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Katie Edwards who will be inducted into the 
Dade County Farm Bureau’s distinguished 
Hall of Fame on Saturday April 26, 2008. 
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For more than four years, Katie has served 

as the Executive Director of the Dade County 
Farm Bureau. In that capacity, she has been 
a solid and steady voice advocating for the 
more than 4,000 members she represents. 
Under Katie’s exceptional leadership, the 
Dade County Farm Bureau received the Presi-
dent’s Award from the Florida Farm Bureau 
Federation in 2004 and 2007. 

Katie has focused her efforts on a variety of 
issues facing South Florida’s diverse agricul-
tural industry. She has consistently promoted 
and supported the economic viability of agri-
culture, the competitiveness for specialty 
crops, the need for agricultural disaster fol-
lowing numerous hurricanes, and increased 
funding for mitigating the risks associated with 
invasive pests and diseases. 

This fall, Katie will start law school at Florida 
International University, where she plans to 
stay true to her passion and concentrate on 
agricultural law. Though her shoes will be dif-
ficult to fill, I know she has a made a lasting 
impact on the Dade County Farm Bureau. 

I urge all my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Katie Edwards on her induction into 
the Hall of Fame. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
WEST BLOOMFIELD, MICHIGAN 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
want to recognize the Township of West 
Bloomfield, in Oakland County, MI, which is 
celebrating its 175th Anniversary on April 22, 
2008. The township’s many beautiful lakes 
show why it continues to rank among Michi-
gan’s loveliest communities. 

In the early 19th century, a group of mainly 
Scottish Presbyterian settlers migrated to 
Bloomfield Township from New York, New 
England, and the United Kingdom. These set-
tlers were attracted to the picturesque lakes 
that covered nearly 20 percent of the area, 
and many settled in and built sheep farms. By 
1850, sheep by far outnumbered residents, 
with over 16,000 sheep contributing to the 
booming farm industry compared to only 940 
people. 

On April 22, 1833, West Bloomfield Town-
ship was formally established as a General 
Law Township by an act of the legislative 
council which carved out 30 square miles from 
the western part of Bloomfield Township. Then 
on April I, 1982, the council passed a resolu-
tion establishing West Bloomfield as a Charter 
Township. 

Today, West Bloomfield, known as the ‘‘lake 
township of Oakland County,’’ is one of the 
most ethnically and religiously diverse town-
ships in the country. Home to a large and ac-
tive Jewish community, West Bloomfield 
opened the first Holocaust Memorial Center of 
its kind in 1981. It has since expanded and 
been moved to Farmington Hills, something I 
was proud to assist and support, but its roots 
are firmly planted with the residents of West 
Bloomfield. In addition, there is a growing 

Chaldean community that has worked to inte-
grate fellow Arab immigrants into life in the 
United States. 

Madam Speaker, today West Bloomfield is a 
vibrant, diverse community in Oakland County 
that is home to over 64,000 residents and 25 
beautiful lakes. I congratulate them on their 
175th anniversary and wish the residents 
many more years of prosperity. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF EUGENE 
STARKS ROBERTS, SR. AND HIS 
RUN ACROSS AMERICA FOR 
JESUS 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and welcome to our nation’s 
capital a special guest and great American 
hero named Eugene Starks Roberts, Sr. A 
former Marine, Vietnam veteran, and double 
amputee, Mr. Roberts joins us near the con-
clusion of his long and inspiring mission to run 
across America for Jesus. Mr. Roberts has run 
over 3,500 miles during the last nine months— 
miles that represent his commitment to Jesus 
Christ and the ideals central to his strong 
Christian faith. 

Throughout his journey, Mr. Roberts has 
sought to raise awareness and money for the 
less fortunate and for medical research for dis-
eases such as cancer and diabetes. Making 
the cross-country trek on prosthetic legs, Mr. 
Roberts has also made it his goal to inspire 
wounded warriors in their recoveries. Indeed, 
his endurance of both body and spirit should 
be an inspiration to us all. 

Mr. Roberts has run through more than 80 
different U.S. cities, including two in my dis-
trict—Shallotte and Wilmington, North Caro-
lina. Southeastern North Carolina is honored 
to have been included along the way. Mr. 
Roberts has reminded my constituents and 
countless other Americans, both those with 
and without disabilities, of the importance of 
perseverance. He serves as a testament to 
the phenomenal strengths and great char-
acters of our men and women in uniform. Fi-
nally, he has reminded us of what it means to 
give of oneself in order to help others in need. 

His wife of 40 years, Marian Alicia, his three 
daughters, one son, and 11 grandchildren 
should be extremely proud of the man they 
call husband, father, and ‘‘Poppop’’. 

Madam Speaker, I stand today to honor Mr. 
Roberts’ achievements not only over the last 
nine months, but also over his entire life, as 
he approaches the end of his run across our 
great Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mrs. GILLlBRAND. Madam Speaker, I 
missed one vote on April 15, 2008. Had I 

been present, I would have voted the following 
way: 

(1) Frank Amendment to H.R. 2634, rollcall 
No. 196—I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

HONORING E. YVONNE LEWIS 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to E. Yvonne Lewis as she is 
elevated to Supervisor of Women for the 
Michigan Southeast Jurisdiction of the Church-
es of God in Christ. A banquet will be held in 
her honor on April 28th in Flint Michigan. 

E. Yvonne Lewis grew up in Saginaw Michi-
gan. Her parents, the late Drs. Hurley J. and 
Martha Coleman founded the Coleman Tem-
ple Church of God in Christ in Saginaw. As 
the 5th of 11 children, she earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Business Administration degree 
from Ferris State University, and from the Uni-
versity of Michigan-Flint a Bachelor of Science 
in Clinical Community Psychology degree and 
a Masters of Health Education degree. She is 
the mother of 3: Tiffanie, Tanya and Maurice. 

She is now a member of the Greater Holy 
Temple Church of God in Christ. After receiv-
ing her license as an Evangelist of the Church 
of God in Christ in 1978, E. Yvonne became 
the Coordinator of the National Church of God 
in Christ Young Ladies for Scholastic Motiva-
tions, of the Auxiliaries in Ministry Convention. 
She also served as an active member of the 
Second Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of South-
west Michigan under the leadership of Bishop 
Earl J. Wright Sr. and Mother Francis Curtis. 

Bishop Roger L. Jones selected her in 2007 
to become the Supervisor-Elect for Women in 
the Michigan Southeast Jurisdiction. In this 
role she will serve as the leader of women 
and work closely with Bishop Jones guiding 
the Church through the coming year. 

E. Yvonne Lewis is the Executive Director of 
Faith Access to Community Economic Devel-
opment. She serves on the boards of the 
Greater Flint Health Coalition, the Michigan 
Cancer Consortium, Co-Founder and Past 
Chair of the National Community Committee 
for the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Prevention Research Centers, found-
ing member and Past Chair of the Caucus of 
Public Health and the Faith Community of the 
American Public Health Association, and the 
Advisory Board for the Sickle Cell Disease As-
sociation of America. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating E. 
Yvonne Lewis as she is elevated to the posi-
tion of Supervisor of Women. May Christ con-
tinue to bless her in her work and leadership 
for many, many years to come. 
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