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individual by reason of the service of such 
individual or the service of any other indi-
vidual in the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(b) SERVICE DESCRIBED.—Service de-
scribed in this subsection is service— 

‘‘(1) before July 1, 1946, in the organized 
military forces of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines, while 
such forces were in the service of the Armed 
Forces of the United States pursuant to the 
military order of the President dated July 
26, 1941, including among such military 
forces organized guerrilla forces under com-
manders appointed, designated, or subse-
quently recognized by the Commander in 
Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or other com-
petent authority in the Army of the United 
States; or 

‘‘(2) in the Philippine Scouts under section 
14 of the Armed Forces Voluntary Recruit-
ment Act of 1945 (59 Stat. 538). 

‘‘(c) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COM-
PENSATION FOR CERTAIN RECIPIENTS RESIDING 
OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.—(1) Depend-
ency and indemnity compensation provided 
under chapter 13 of this title to an individual 
described in paragraph (2) shall be made at a 
rate of $0.50 for each dollar authorized. 

‘‘(2) An individual described in this para-
graph is an individual who resides outside 
the United States and is entitled to depend-
ency and indemnity compensation under 
chapter 13 of this title based on service de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTION ON PENSION AND DEATH 
PENSION FOR INDIVIDUALS RESIDING OUTSIDE 
THE UNITED STATES.—An individual who re-
sides outside the United States shall not, 
while so residing, be entitled to a pension 
under subchapter II or III of chapter 15 of 
this title based on service described in sub-
section (b). 

‘‘(e) UNITED STATES DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘United States’ means the 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and any other possession or 
territory of the United States.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 1 is 
amended by striking the item related to sec-
tion 107 and inserting the following new 
item: 
‘‘107. Certain service with Philippine forces 

deemed to be active service.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to the payment or provision of benefits 
on or April 1, 2009. No benefits are payable or 
are required to be provided by reason of such 
amendment for any period before such date. 

(b) PENSION AND DEATH PENSION BENEFIT 
PROTECTION.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, a veteran with service de-
scribed in section 107(b) of title 38, United 
States Code (as added by subsection (a)), who 
is receiving benefits under a Federal or fed-
erally assisted program as of April 1, 2009, or 
a survivor of such veteran who is receiving 
such benefits as that date, may not be re-
quired to apply for or receive benefits under 
chapter 15 of such title if the receipt of such 
benefits would— 

(1) make such veteran or survivor ineli-
gible for any Federal or federally assisted 
program for which such veteran or survivor 
qualifies; or 

(2) reduce the amount of benefit such vet-
eran or survivor would receive from any Fed-
eral or federally assisted program for which 
such veteran or survivor qualifies. 

(c) INCREASE IN SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUS-
ING BENEFITS FOR DISABLED VETERANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2102 is amended— 
(A) in subsection (b)(2), by striking 

‘‘$10,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$11,000’’; 
(B) in subsection (d)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘$50,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$55,000’’; and 
(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘$10,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$11,000’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(e)(1) Effective on October 1 of each year 

(beginning in 2009), the Secretary shall in-
crease the amounts described in subsection 
(b)(2) and paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection 
(d) in accordance with this subsection. 

‘‘(2) The increase in amounts under para-
graph (1) to take effect on October 1 of a year 
shall be by an amount of such amounts equal 
to the percentage by which— 

‘‘(A) the residential home cost-of-construc-
tion index for the preceding calendar year, 
exceeds 

‘‘(B) the residential home cost-of-construc-
tion index for the year preceding the year de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall establish a resi-
dential home cost-of-construction index for 
the purposes of this subsection. The index 
shall reflect a uniform, national average 
change in the cost of residential home con-
struction, determined on a calendar year 
basis. The Secretary may use an index devel-
oped in the private sector that the Secretary 
determines is appropriate for purposes of 
this subsection.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect on 
April 1, 2009, and shall apply with respect to 
payments made in accordance with section 
2102 of title 38, United States Code, on or 
after that date. 

(d) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT OF AMOUNT OF 
BURIAL AND FUNERAL EXPENSES FOR DEATHS 
FROM SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY.—Sec-
tion 2307 is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘In any case’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b) With respect to any fiscal year, the 
Secretary shall provide a percentage in-
crease (rounded to the nearest dollar) in the 
amount authorized by subsection (a)(1) by 
the amount equal to the percentage of such 
amount by which— 

‘‘(1) the Consumer Price Index (all items, 
United States city average) for the 12-month 
period ending on the June 30 preceding the 
beginning of the fiscal year for which the in-
crease is made, exceeds 

‘‘(2) the Consumer Price Index for the 12- 
month period preceding the 12-month period 
described in paragraph (1).’’. 

(e) INCREASE IN ASSISTANCE FOR PROVIDING 
AUTOMOBILES OR OTHER CONVEYANCES TO 
CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3902 is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘$11,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$15,000’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(e) Effective on October 1 of each year 

(beginning in 2009), the Secretary shall in-
crease the amount described in subsection 
(a) by a percentage of such amount equal to 
the percentage by which— 

‘‘(1) the Consumer Price Index (all items, 
United States city average) for the 12-month 
period ending on the June 30 preceding the 
beginning of the fiscal year for which the in-
crease is made, exceeds 

‘‘(2) the Consumer Price Index for the 12- 
month period preceding the 12-month period 
described in paragraph (1).’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect on 
April 1, 2009, and shall apply with respect to 
payments made in accordance with section 
3902 of title 38, United States Code, on or 
after that date. 

Mr. BURR. Madam President, I will 
wait until tomorrow during the 1 hour 
of debate to take up the amendment. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators allowed to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each, and that Senator MIKULSKI be the 
first to be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Maryland is recog-
nized. 

f 

FAIR PAY RESTORATION ACT 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
am deeply disappointed about the fact 
that we did not get the necessary votes 
to move the Fair Pay Restoration Act 
forward. We fell three votes short of 
what we needed to do to get the job 
done. This fight for equal pay for equal 
comparable work, however, will go on. 

As the senior woman in the Senate, I 
take the floor tonight to say we will 
fight on. This was the first step for-
ward. It will not be the only step we 
will take. But what we will not tol-
erate is another step backward. 

We are going to continue to bring 
this fight. We will look for opportuni-
ties to bring this legislation back to 
the Senate floor. What is it we want to 
do? It is to end discrimination against 
women in their personal paychecks. In 
order to end that, we need to change 
the lawbooks so they can experience 
fairness in their personal checkbook. 

This is the year 2008. You would 
think that in the year 2008, on the 40th 
anniversary of the passage of so many 
historic civil rights bills, we would fi-
nally have legislation that would guar-
antee fairness in terms of pay. 

So we regret we didn’t get the votes, 
but we will move on. Many people have 
been mesmerized by the John Adams 
miniseries. I like John Adams, but I 
really liked Abigail. While John Adams 
was down in Philadelphia with Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and a 
bunch of the other guys writing the 
Declaration of Independence and laying 
the groundwork for the Constitution 
and inventing America, Abigail Adams 
wrote her husband from the farm— 
while raising the four children and 
keeping the family going. She said: As 
you write those documents, do not for-
get the ladies, for we will foment a rev-
olution of our own. 

I stand here today to say: Do not for-
get the ladies because we will foment a 
revolution of our own. I was here in 
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1992 when we didn’t get it on Anita 
Hill. I am here in 2008 when we didn’t 
get it in pay equity. 

In 1992, we had a revolution that 
went on. We got six new women in the 
Senate. There are now 16 of us. The 
majority of us voted for this bill. I am 
telling you we are ready for an ‘‘Abi-
gail Adams’’ effort here. If they don’t 
want to put us in the lawbooks so we 
can have fairness in the checkbooks, 
we will do a revolution. What do I 
mean by that? We will take it out to 
the voting booths. We will go on the 
Internet. We are going to go on TV, on 
the blogs. And we are going to tell ev-
erybody about this ignominious vote 
that occurred. When we tell it, we are 
going to say: Call to arms, women of 
America, put your lipstick on, square 
your shoulders, suit up, we have a hell 
of a fight coming, but, boy, are we 
ready. The revolution starts tonight. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FILIPINO VETERANS 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, I 
come to the floor this afternoon to 
speak again on behalf of S. 1315, the 
Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act. 

At the outset, I wish to commend 
Senator AKAKA for his leadership in the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, as 
well as the ranking member, Senator 
BURR, for having brought together a 
package, which is a good one, which is 
now on the floor of the Senate. I hope 
our colleagues come together tomor-
row to pass this important legislation 
for the veterans of America. 

The bill expands eligibility for trau-
matic injury insurance; extends eligi-
bility for specially adapted housing 
benefits for veterans with severe burns; 
increases benefits for veterans pur-
suing apprenticeships or on-job train-
ing programs; and a whole host of 
other benefits that are needed for the 
veterans of America. It is especially 
crucial at this time because of the fact 
that we have so many returning vet-
erans from Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and Operation Enduring Freedom. 

This is legislation that will help not 
only those veterans but the 25 million 
veterans we have here in America. I am 
proud to be a cosponsor of this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to fully sup-
port it. 

The issue of debate, which has, frank-
ly, kept this legislation from receiving 
a unanimous consent vote in the Sen-
ate has been the issue of the treatment 
for veterans benefits of the Filipino 

warriors from World War II. I wish to 
remind our colleagues there were 
470,000 Filipino veterans that volun-
teered and served to preserve the free-
doms of the world during World War II; 
that approximately 200,000 of them 
were with the Philippine Common-
wealth Army, with the Philippine 
Army Air Corps, and the Philippine 
Army Offshore Patrol. 

Today, there are about 18,000 of those 
warriors who now live in the United 
States of America. In my view, we can-
not forget the sacrifices these Filipino 
warriors made as they fought side by 
side with American troops in World 
War II. They constituted the vast ma-
jority of the 80,000 soldiers who de-
fended the Bataan Peninsula during 
the Japanese invasion. They con-
stituted the vast majority of the sol-
diers who were forced on the Bataan 
Death March. The provisions in this 
legislation that deal with the benefits 
for Filipino veterans—and most of 
them are in their late seventies and 
eighties—are provisions we should sup-
port in the Senate. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the order from 
President Franklin Roosevelt, dated 
July 26, 1941, concerning his order plac-
ing the Philippine Army under the con-
trol of the United States Department 
of Defense. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

THE PUBLIC PAPERS AND ADDRESSES OF 
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 

Military Order Placing Land and Sea Forces 
of Philippines Under United States Com-
mands, July 26, 1941 

Under and by virtue of the authority vest-
ed in me by the Constitution of the United 
States, by section 2(a)(12) of the Philippine 
Independence Act of March 24, 1934 (48 Stat. 
457), and by the corresponding provision of 
the Ordinance appended to the Constitution 
of the Commonwealth of the Philippines, and 
as Commander in Chief of the Army and 
Navy of the United States, I hereby call and 
order into the service of the armed forces of 
the United States for the period of the exist-
ing emergency, and place under the com-
mand of a General Officer, United States 
Army, to be designated by the Secretary of 
War from time to time, all of the organized 
military forces of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines: Provided, 
that all naval components thereof shall be 
placed under the command of the Com-
mandant of the Sixteenth Naval District, 
United States Navy. 

This order shall take effect with relation 
to all units and personnel of the organized 
military forces of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines, from and 
after the dates and hours, respectively, indi-
cated in orders to be issued from time to 
time by the General Officer, United States 
Army, designated by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, in 
that statement and order by President 
Roosevelt, this is what he said, on July 
26, 1941: 

Under and by virtue of the authority vest-
ed in me by the Constitution of the United 

States, [by the corresponding laws con-
cerning the Constitution] . . . of the Com-
monwealth of the Philippines, and as Com-
mander in Chief of the Army and the Navy of 
the United States, I hereby call and order 
into the service of the Armed Forces of the 
United States for the period of the existing 
emergency, and place under the command of 
a General Officer, United States Army . . . 
all of the organized military forces of the 
Government of the Commonwealth of the 
Philippines . . . 

This order shall take effect with relation 
to all units and personnel of the organized 
military forces of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines. . . . 

By this order, President Roosevelt 
harnessed the men and women of the 
Philippines, who served in the Armed 
Forces and helped our forces during 
that great conflict, to be part of our 
warrior force that defended and pre-
served the freedoms of America during 
that great world war. 

So I honor and I appreciate the lead-
ership of Senator AKAKA and Senator 
INOUYE and Senator STEVENS, who have 
come to the floor and have spoken, 
from their unique historical perspec-
tive, about this being a matter of jus-
tice for the Filipino veterans who so 
helped secure the place of America 
across the world as a beacon of hope 
and freedom for generations to come. 

I think we, as a Senate body, can do 
no less than to honor the sacrifice of 
these great veterans—part of the great-
est generation—by making sure we 
adopt the provisions of this bill as they 
have been presented by Senator AKAKA 
in his bill. 

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, I 
speak today in support of S. 1315, the 
Veterans’ Benefits Enhancement Act of 
2007. 

Our service men and women as well 
as their families make enormous sac-
rifices for our freedom. In return, Con-
gress has an obligation to spend the 
money and create the programs nec-
essary to provide quality, comprehen-
sive health care services, mental 
health counseling, disability com-
pensation, pay increases, better edu-
cation benefits, and more. That respon-
sibility grows daily with so many of 
our troops fighting overseas. 

I am proud of what this Congress has 
accomplished to date. We passed a De-
fense authorization bill that will en-
hance wounded soldiers’ health care 
and rehabilitation benefits as well as 
streamline the physical evaluation 
process. Last year, this Congress pro-
vided the largest increase in veterans’ 
spending in this country’s history. This 
February, the Senate passed and Presi-
dent Bush signed the economic stim-
ulus package that would provide stim-
ulus checks to more than 250,000 dis-
abled veterans and to the survivors of 
disabled veterans. We passed a housing 
stimulus package on April 10 that had 
several benefits for veterans including 
increased limits on the VA Home Loan 
program and authorization for the VA 
to provide increased adapted housing 
grants to disabled veterans. 
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