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individual by reason of the service of such 
individual or the service of any other indi-
vidual in the Armed Forces. 

‘‘(b) SERVICE DESCRIBED.—Service de-
scribed in this subsection is service— 

‘‘(1) before July 1, 1946, in the organized 
military forces of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines, while 
such forces were in the service of the Armed 
Forces of the United States pursuant to the 
military order of the President dated July 
26, 1941, including among such military 
forces organized guerrilla forces under com-
manders appointed, designated, or subse-
quently recognized by the Commander in 
Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or other com-
petent authority in the Army of the United 
States; or 

‘‘(2) in the Philippine Scouts under section 
14 of the Armed Forces Voluntary Recruit-
ment Act of 1945 (59 Stat. 538). 

‘‘(c) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COM-
PENSATION FOR CERTAIN RECIPIENTS RESIDING 
OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES.—(1) Depend-
ency and indemnity compensation provided 
under chapter 13 of this title to an individual 
described in paragraph (2) shall be made at a 
rate of $0.50 for each dollar authorized. 

‘‘(2) An individual described in this para-
graph is an individual who resides outside 
the United States and is entitled to depend-
ency and indemnity compensation under 
chapter 13 of this title based on service de-
scribed in subsection (b). 

‘‘(d) EXCEPTION ON PENSION AND DEATH 
PENSION FOR INDIVIDUALS RESIDING OUTSIDE 
THE UNITED STATES.—An individual who re-
sides outside the United States shall not, 
while so residing, be entitled to a pension 
under subchapter II or III of chapter 15 of 
this title based on service described in sub-
section (b). 

‘‘(e) UNITED STATES DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘United States’ means the 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the Virgin Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, and any other possession or 
territory of the United States.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 1 is 
amended by striking the item related to sec-
tion 107 and inserting the following new 
item: 
‘‘107. Certain service with Philippine forces 

deemed to be active service.’’. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply with re-
spect to the payment or provision of benefits 
on or April 1, 2009. No benefits are payable or 
are required to be provided by reason of such 
amendment for any period before such date. 

(b) PENSION AND DEATH PENSION BENEFIT 
PROTECTION.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, a veteran with service de-
scribed in section 107(b) of title 38, United 
States Code (as added by subsection (a)), who 
is receiving benefits under a Federal or fed-
erally assisted program as of April 1, 2009, or 
a survivor of such veteran who is receiving 
such benefits as that date, may not be re-
quired to apply for or receive benefits under 
chapter 15 of such title if the receipt of such 
benefits would— 

(1) make such veteran or survivor ineli-
gible for any Federal or federally assisted 
program for which such veteran or survivor 
qualifies; or 

(2) reduce the amount of benefit such vet-
eran or survivor would receive from any Fed-
eral or federally assisted program for which 
such veteran or survivor qualifies. 

(c) INCREASE IN SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUS-
ING BENEFITS FOR DISABLED VETERANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 2102 is amended— 
(A) in subsection (b)(2), by striking 

‘‘$10,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$11,000’’; 
(B) in subsection (d)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘$50,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$55,000’’; and 
(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘$10,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$11,000’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(e)(1) Effective on October 1 of each year 

(beginning in 2009), the Secretary shall in-
crease the amounts described in subsection 
(b)(2) and paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection 
(d) in accordance with this subsection. 

‘‘(2) The increase in amounts under para-
graph (1) to take effect on October 1 of a year 
shall be by an amount of such amounts equal 
to the percentage by which— 

‘‘(A) the residential home cost-of-construc-
tion index for the preceding calendar year, 
exceeds 

‘‘(B) the residential home cost-of-construc-
tion index for the year preceding the year de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall establish a resi-
dential home cost-of-construction index for 
the purposes of this subsection. The index 
shall reflect a uniform, national average 
change in the cost of residential home con-
struction, determined on a calendar year 
basis. The Secretary may use an index devel-
oped in the private sector that the Secretary 
determines is appropriate for purposes of 
this subsection.’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect on 
April 1, 2009, and shall apply with respect to 
payments made in accordance with section 
2102 of title 38, United States Code, on or 
after that date. 

(d) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT OF AMOUNT OF 
BURIAL AND FUNERAL EXPENSES FOR DEATHS 
FROM SERVICE-CONNECTED DISABILITY.—Sec-
tion 2307 is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before ‘‘In any case’’; 
and 

(2) by adding at the end the following new 
subsection: 

‘‘(b) With respect to any fiscal year, the 
Secretary shall provide a percentage in-
crease (rounded to the nearest dollar) in the 
amount authorized by subsection (a)(1) by 
the amount equal to the percentage of such 
amount by which— 

‘‘(1) the Consumer Price Index (all items, 
United States city average) for the 12-month 
period ending on the June 30 preceding the 
beginning of the fiscal year for which the in-
crease is made, exceeds 

‘‘(2) the Consumer Price Index for the 12- 
month period preceding the 12-month period 
described in paragraph (1).’’. 

(e) INCREASE IN ASSISTANCE FOR PROVIDING 
AUTOMOBILES OR OTHER CONVEYANCES TO 
CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3902 is amended— 
(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘$11,000’’ 

and inserting ‘‘$15,000’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following new 

subsection: 
‘‘(e) Effective on October 1 of each year 

(beginning in 2009), the Secretary shall in-
crease the amount described in subsection 
(a) by a percentage of such amount equal to 
the percentage by which— 

‘‘(1) the Consumer Price Index (all items, 
United States city average) for the 12-month 
period ending on the June 30 preceding the 
beginning of the fiscal year for which the in-
crease is made, exceeds 

‘‘(2) the Consumer Price Index for the 12- 
month period preceding the 12-month period 
described in paragraph (1).’’. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall take effect on 
April 1, 2009, and shall apply with respect to 
payments made in accordance with section 
3902 of title 38, United States Code, on or 
after that date. 

Mr. BURR. Madam President, I will 
wait until tomorrow during the 1 hour 
of debate to take up the amendment. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators allowed to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each, and that Senator MIKULSKI be the 
first to be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Maryland is recog-
nized. 

f 

FAIR PAY RESTORATION ACT 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
am deeply disappointed about the fact 
that we did not get the necessary votes 
to move the Fair Pay Restoration Act 
forward. We fell three votes short of 
what we needed to do to get the job 
done. This fight for equal pay for equal 
comparable work, however, will go on. 

As the senior woman in the Senate, I 
take the floor tonight to say we will 
fight on. This was the first step for-
ward. It will not be the only step we 
will take. But what we will not tol-
erate is another step backward. 

We are going to continue to bring 
this fight. We will look for opportuni-
ties to bring this legislation back to 
the Senate floor. What is it we want to 
do? It is to end discrimination against 
women in their personal paychecks. In 
order to end that, we need to change 
the lawbooks so they can experience 
fairness in their personal checkbook. 

This is the year 2008. You would 
think that in the year 2008, on the 40th 
anniversary of the passage of so many 
historic civil rights bills, we would fi-
nally have legislation that would guar-
antee fairness in terms of pay. 

So we regret we didn’t get the votes, 
but we will move on. Many people have 
been mesmerized by the John Adams 
miniseries. I like John Adams, but I 
really liked Abigail. While John Adams 
was down in Philadelphia with Thomas 
Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and a 
bunch of the other guys writing the 
Declaration of Independence and laying 
the groundwork for the Constitution 
and inventing America, Abigail Adams 
wrote her husband from the farm— 
while raising the four children and 
keeping the family going. She said: As 
you write those documents, do not for-
get the ladies, for we will foment a rev-
olution of our own. 

I stand here today to say: Do not for-
get the ladies because we will foment a 
revolution of our own. I was here in 
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