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World Wars, Army Reserve soldiers an-
swered the call of duty. In World War I, 
89,500 reserve officers were mobilized 
and during World War II, 200,000 mem-
bers of the Organized Reserve Corps 
served, with reserve officers providing 
29 percent of the Army’s officers. More 
than 70 Army Reserve units were de-
ployed to the Korean Peninsula pro-
viding combat support and combat 
service. Army Reserve members have 
also participated in Operation Desert 
Shield/Storm, Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Operation Enduring Freedom, 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The Army Reserve mission has 
changed over time. Today, the Army 
Reserve has partnered with FEMA, 
State, and local agencies in defending 
the American homeland against ter-
rorist attacks, providing resources and 
training to ‘‘first responder’’ organiza-
tions across the Nation. 

New Mexico started deploying Army 
Reserve soldiers after September 11, 
2001; in fact, as early as December 2001, 
in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom, OEF. New Mexico Army Reserve 
soldiers are currently deployed in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, OIF. Over 50 per-
cent of New Mexico’s Army Reserve 
force have deployed in support of both 
campaigns. 

Once again I would like to congratu-
late the Army Reserve on their centen-
nial. I wish them continued success as 
they help protect our Nation.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. MICHAEL 
DEBAKEY 

∑ Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to acknowledge the accomplish-
ments of a Texan—Dr. Michael 
DeBakey—who changed the world. I am 
proud we are honoring Dr. DeBakey 
with the Congressional Gold Medal. 

Dr. DeBakey’s accomplishments are 
legendary. His lifelong commitment to 
the medical field and helping others 
has impacted the lives of countless 
Texans and, indeed, people around the 
world. 

Dr. DeBakey, now 99 years old, is the 
son of Lebanese immigrants. He was 
born and educated in Louisiana, but 
has been a Texan for nearly 60 years. 
His accomplishments as a researcher, 
surgeon, and teacher have impacted 
the entire world, and may never be du-
plicated. 

As Dr. DeBakey once said: ‘‘I take 
pride in the outstanding surgeons I’ve 
trained who have returned to their 
homes throughout the world to provide 
the best available health care for their 
patients.’’ 

He is especially recognized for his 
revolutionary contributions to cardio-
vascular medicine. Including two im-
portant inventions, the roller pump— 
an essential component of the heart- 
lung machine—and the DeBakey Ven-
tricular Assist Device, an apparatus 
implanted into the heart to increase 

blood flow. Dr. DeBakey also designed 
countless medical devices now consid-
ered basic tools, such as specialty 
clamps, and wrote the book on numer-
ous surgical procedures that have be-
come standard practice in the oper-
ating room. 

Dr. DeBakey was an innovator from 
the start of his medical career. During 
World War II, he helped develop the 
concept of the Mobile Army Surgical 
Hospital M.A.S.H. units, a concept that 
saved thousands of lives during the Ko-
rean and Vietnam wars. Dr. DeBakey 
later helped create a medical and sur-
gical center system for the Veterans 
Administration and improved the care 
of thousands of returning service per-
sonnel. 

But Dr. DeBakey will always be best 
known as a pioneer in cardiovascular 
surgery. He became head of surgery at 
the Baylor University College of Medi-
cine in Houston in 1948, and helped lead 
the Texas Medical Center to the posi-
tion of international prominence it en-
joys today. 

He was one of the first surgeons to 
undertake coronary artery bypass sur-
gery. And the first to successfully per-
form a carotid endarterectomy. And al-
though generations have passed, his 
medical students, inspired by his exam-
ple, have made countless additional 
breakthroughs. 

In 1996, Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin had a heart attack during his 
re-election campaign. His doctors told 
him he could not survive surgery. But 
Yeltsin called in Dr. DeBakey for a 
consultation and later asked him to 
oversee his coronary bypass, which 
proved successful. It was a tacit ac-
knowledgment of U.S. medical leader-
ship and Dr. DeBakey’s international 
reputation. 

Dr. DeBakey’s worldwide fame has 
even translated into a few humorous 
medical anecdotes. It seems that an 
auto mechanic, working on a car, good- 
naturedly compared his job to 
DeBakey’s: ‘‘I also take valves out, 
grind them and put in new parts. So 
how come you get the big bucks?’’ 

According to the tale, Dr. DeBakey 
quietly replied, ‘‘Yes, but I do it with 
the engine running.’’ 

On the last day of 2005, a sharp pain 
in his upper torso told Dr. DeBakey he 
was suffering an aortic aneurysm—the 
very condition that his research had 
addressed years before. Initially, Dr. 
DeBakey chose to wait out the situa-
tion in hopes that it would heal itself. 

It didn’t. After a 7-hour surgery and 
9 months of touch-and-go recuperation, 
Dr. DeBakey went back to work. 

Over the years, as he helped establish 
Houston as an internationally known 
center of medical excellence, Dr. 
DeBakey would always be best remem-
bered for the broader humanitarian as-
pects of his work. He dedicated count-
less hours to advising developing na-
tions, and training doctors and medical 

authorities to establish stronger and 
more efficient health care systems. 

Dr. DeBakey has been honored by a 
multitude of organizations, govern-
ments and medical institutions. He has 
received the Library of Congress Living 
Legends Award, the American Heart 
Association Gold Heart Award, the Na-
tional Medal of Science and the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, to name a 
few. Today, Dr. DeBakey will be award-
ed the Congressional Gold Medal—the 
highest civilian award Congress can be-
stow. 

Dr. Michael DeBakey has helped mil-
lions of people to live longer and more 
productive lives. He is a Texan who has 
helped change the world, and a Texan 
worthy of this honor.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO LOUISIANA WORLD 
WAR II VETERANS 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I am 
proud to honor a group of 99 World War 
II veterans from Louisiana who are 
traveling to Washington, DC, this 
weekend to visit the various memorials 
and monuments that recognize the sac-
rifices of our Nation’s invaluable serv-
icemembers. 

Louisiana HonorAir, a group based in 
Lafayette, LA, is sponsoring this Sat-
urday’s trip to the Nation’s Capital. 
The organization is honoring each sur-
viving World War II Louisiana veteran 
by giving them an opportunity to see 
the memorials dedicated to their serv-
ice. On this trip, the veterans will visit 
the World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and 
Iwo Jima memorials. They will also 
travel to Arlington National Cemetery 
to lay a wreath on the Tomb of the Un-
knowns. 

This is the seventh flight Louisiana 
HonorAir has made to Washington, DC, 
and there will be two additional flights 
this spring. 

World War II was one of America’s 
greatest triumphs, but was also a con-
flict rife with individual sacrifice and 
tragedy. More than 60 million people 
worldwide were killed, including 40 
million civilians, and more than 400,000 
American servicemembers were slain 
during the long war. The ultimate vic-
tory over enemies in the Pacific and in 
Europe is a testament to the valor of 
American soldiers, sailors, airmen, and 
marines. The years 1941 to 1945 also 
witnessed an unprecedented mobiliza-
tion of domestic industry, which sup-
plied our military on two distant 
fronts. 

In Louisiana, there remain today 
more than 40,000 living WWII veterans, 
and each one has a heroic tale of 
achieving the noble victory of freedom 
over tyranny. Veterans in this 
HonorAir group began their service in 
1938, before the bombing of Pearl Har-
bor, and served in the European and 
Pacific theaters, as well as stateside. 
Some members of this group served as 
late as 1970. They served in various 
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