
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 5 6753 April 23, 2008 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, today marks the 100th anni-
versary of the establishment of the 
United States Army Reserve. On this 
date, we should take a moment to 
honor their proud tradition of service 
and sacrifice. 

The Reserve was first established by 
President Theodore Roosevelt on April 
23, 1908, when he signed into law the 
Medical Reserve Corps. Four years 
later, the Regular Army Reserve was 
established, and they have gone on to 
duty and served in every major conflict 
operation of the last century. Amer-
ica’s Army Reserve has served in both 
world wars, the Cold War, Korea, Viet-
nam, the Persian Gulf, and in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as the central fronts of 
the global war on terrorism. 

As a veteran of the Army Reserve, 
the 460th Replacement Detachment of 
Florence, South Carolina, and the 815th 
Personnel Service Company of Orange-
burg, South Carolina, I wish to express 
my immense gratitude for the hard 
work and dedication of our Reserve sol-
diers. Our Nation is safer because of 
their sacrifice. The best way to protect 
American families is to defeat ter-
rorism overseas. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE 
(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the National 
Day of Silence. On April 25, hundreds of 
thousands of students around our coun-
try will observe a day of silence in 
memory of Lawrence King. Lawrence 
was a 15-year-old attending E.O. 
Greene Junior High in Oxnard, Cali-
fornia, my district. He liked to draw, 
study bugs, crochet, and sing. 

He was also repeatedly harassed in 
school because of his sexual orienta-
tion and gender expression. He endured 
anti-gay taunts, slurs, and other forms 
of bullying. This harassment cul-
minated in his death when on February 
1, 2008, he was shot in the head by his 
14-year-old classmate. 

Larry’s death is incredibly tragic. It 
is also a sad reminder that pleas for 
help from our young lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender population are 
often met with silence. 

I commend the courage of every stu-
dent participating in the Day of Si-
lence. I know that their efforts will 
bring much-needed attention to the 
plight that students like Larry face 
every single day. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ARMY 
RESERVE ON ITS CENTENNIAL 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, Public 
Law 101 was signed into law by Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt 100 years ago 
today on April 23, 1908. Accordingly, I 
rise to congratulate the Army Reserve 
on its centennial. 

First conceived by President Roo-
sevelt and senior military leaders as a 
means to increase the efficiency of the 
Army’s Medical Corps by establishing a 
reserve force of specially trained per-
sonnel, the mission of the Army Re-
serve has since been expanded to in-
clude additional military occupational 
specialties. Indeed, it is testament to 
the stature of the Reserve that it now 
provides nearly 40 percent of the mis-
sion-essential combat support and com-
bat service support forces of the Army. 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, since Sep-
tember 11, 2001, 98 percent of Army Re-
serve units have either deployed or pro-
vided mobilized soldiers, and more 
than 180,000 individual soldiers have 
been mobilized or deployed in support 
of this global war on terrorism. 

As we honor the Army Reserve on its 
centennial, I would like to pay tribute 
to all of our citizen soldiers, past and 
present, whose personal courage, con-
tributions, and sacrifices have helped 
preserve the freedom and advance the 
national security and homeland de-
fense of the United States. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DONNELLY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

RELEASE THE BORDER PATROL 
AGENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it has been 16 
months since two of America’s border 
protectors have been locked up in Fed-
eral prison in solitary confinement. 
Ramos and Compean tonight are in two 
different places in the United States 
but both are in a Federal penitentiary 
for enforcing the law that we have en-
trusted them to enforce on the Texas- 
Mexico border. 

Now, we understand that in this case, 
the case that was based upon the testi-
mony of a drug smuggler that brought 
drugs worth $750,000 into the United 
States, the entire Federal Govern-
ment’s case was based upon his testi-
mony. His testimony, when the Federal 
Government gave him a back-room 
deal, promised not to prosecute him, 
let him go back and forth across the 
Texas-Mexico border, all for his testi-
mony to testify against two border 

agents, claiming in his testimony that 
he was unarmed when he was shot flee-
ing the two border agents a couple of 
years ago when he brought drugs into 
the United States. 

Now, we know that while he was 
waiting to testify, this star witness, 
this back-room deal witness, he 
brought another load of drugs into the 
United States, and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office kept that from the jury that was 
hearing the case against Ramos and 
Compean. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
denied for months that that ever oc-
curred, and finally, the truth came out 
when Members of Congress found out 
about it. 

And last week, the drug smuggler, 
the back-room deal witness, the wit-
ness whose testimony was bought at a 
price of freedom, was convicted in Fed-
eral prison for bringing in that load of 
drugs the U.S. Attorney’s Office denied 
ever occurred. 

Mr. Speaker, Ramos and Compean 
were convicted on tainted testimony, 
testimony that, as the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office admitted before Congress, had 
some lies in it said by this star, back- 
room witness. And it’s time that these 
two individuals be pardoned, that their 
case be reversed, that the next year we 
find out the truth that the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office hid that second deal. All 
the while, let’s leave the drug dealer in 
the Federal penitentiary where drug 
dealers belong. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Earlier today, this 
House passed the concurrent resolution 
recognizing the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of the modern State of Israel 
and reaffirming the bonds of close 
friendship and cooperation between the 
United States and Israel. 

I was not yet born in 1948 when the 
State of Israel declared its independ-
ence, but I grew up and was born into 
a family where the fact that Israel had 
been created meant everything to us, 
and I want to share with you why that 
is. 

I am the granddaughter of immi-
grants to this country that couldn’t 
speak English. My mother’s side of the 
family comes from Salonica, Greece. 
Prior to World War II, there was a vi-
brant Jewish community in Salonica. 
Over half the population, 80,000 people, 
were Jewish. By the time the Nazis fin-
ished with the Jews of Salonica, there 
were only 1,000 out of the 80,000 Jews 
left. 

On my father’s side of the family, we 
who come from the Russian-Poland 
border, the entire culture, a vibrant 
culture that had existed for over 1,000 
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