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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, today marks the 100th anni-
versary of the establishment of the 
United States Army Reserve. On this 
date, we should take a moment to 
honor their proud tradition of service 
and sacrifice. 

The Reserve was first established by 
President Theodore Roosevelt on April 
23, 1908, when he signed into law the 
Medical Reserve Corps. Four years 
later, the Regular Army Reserve was 
established, and they have gone on to 
duty and served in every major conflict 
operation of the last century. Amer-
ica’s Army Reserve has served in both 
world wars, the Cold War, Korea, Viet-
nam, the Persian Gulf, and in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as the central fronts of 
the global war on terrorism. 

As a veteran of the Army Reserve, 
the 460th Replacement Detachment of 
Florence, South Carolina, and the 815th 
Personnel Service Company of Orange-
burg, South Carolina, I wish to express 
my immense gratitude for the hard 
work and dedication of our Reserve sol-
diers. Our Nation is safer because of 
their sacrifice. The best way to protect 
American families is to defeat ter-
rorism overseas. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE 
(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the National 
Day of Silence. On April 25, hundreds of 
thousands of students around our coun-
try will observe a day of silence in 
memory of Lawrence King. Lawrence 
was a 15-year-old attending E.O. 
Greene Junior High in Oxnard, Cali-
fornia, my district. He liked to draw, 
study bugs, crochet, and sing. 

He was also repeatedly harassed in 
school because of his sexual orienta-
tion and gender expression. He endured 
anti-gay taunts, slurs, and other forms 
of bullying. This harassment cul-
minated in his death when on February 
1, 2008, he was shot in the head by his 
14-year-old classmate. 

Larry’s death is incredibly tragic. It 
is also a sad reminder that pleas for 
help from our young lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender population are 
often met with silence. 

I commend the courage of every stu-
dent participating in the Day of Si-
lence. I know that their efforts will 
bring much-needed attention to the 
plight that students like Larry face 
every single day. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE ARMY 
RESERVE ON ITS CENTENNIAL 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, Public 
Law 101 was signed into law by Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt 100 years ago 
today on April 23, 1908. Accordingly, I 
rise to congratulate the Army Reserve 
on its centennial. 

First conceived by President Roo-
sevelt and senior military leaders as a 
means to increase the efficiency of the 
Army’s Medical Corps by establishing a 
reserve force of specially trained per-
sonnel, the mission of the Army Re-
serve has since been expanded to in-
clude additional military occupational 
specialties. Indeed, it is testament to 
the stature of the Reserve that it now 
provides nearly 40 percent of the mis-
sion-essential combat support and com-
bat service support forces of the Army. 

Moreover, Mr. Speaker, since Sep-
tember 11, 2001, 98 percent of Army Re-
serve units have either deployed or pro-
vided mobilized soldiers, and more 
than 180,000 individual soldiers have 
been mobilized or deployed in support 
of this global war on terrorism. 

As we honor the Army Reserve on its 
centennial, I would like to pay tribute 
to all of our citizen soldiers, past and 
present, whose personal courage, con-
tributions, and sacrifices have helped 
preserve the freedom and advance the 
national security and homeland de-
fense of the United States. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DONNELLY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 18, 2007, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

RELEASE THE BORDER PATROL 
AGENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it has been 16 
months since two of America’s border 
protectors have been locked up in Fed-
eral prison in solitary confinement. 
Ramos and Compean tonight are in two 
different places in the United States 
but both are in a Federal penitentiary 
for enforcing the law that we have en-
trusted them to enforce on the Texas- 
Mexico border. 

Now, we understand that in this case, 
the case that was based upon the testi-
mony of a drug smuggler that brought 
drugs worth $750,000 into the United 
States, the entire Federal Govern-
ment’s case was based upon his testi-
mony. His testimony, when the Federal 
Government gave him a back-room 
deal, promised not to prosecute him, 
let him go back and forth across the 
Texas-Mexico border, all for his testi-
mony to testify against two border 

agents, claiming in his testimony that 
he was unarmed when he was shot flee-
ing the two border agents a couple of 
years ago when he brought drugs into 
the United States. 

Now, we know that while he was 
waiting to testify, this star witness, 
this back-room deal witness, he 
brought another load of drugs into the 
United States, and the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office kept that from the jury that was 
hearing the case against Ramos and 
Compean. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
denied for months that that ever oc-
curred, and finally, the truth came out 
when Members of Congress found out 
about it. 

And last week, the drug smuggler, 
the back-room deal witness, the wit-
ness whose testimony was bought at a 
price of freedom, was convicted in Fed-
eral prison for bringing in that load of 
drugs the U.S. Attorney’s Office denied 
ever occurred. 

Mr. Speaker, Ramos and Compean 
were convicted on tainted testimony, 
testimony that, as the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office admitted before Congress, had 
some lies in it said by this star, back- 
room witness. And it’s time that these 
two individuals be pardoned, that their 
case be reversed, that the next year we 
find out the truth that the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office hid that second deal. All 
the while, let’s leave the drug dealer in 
the Federal penitentiary where drug 
dealers belong. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

CELEBRATING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BERKLEY. Earlier today, this 
House passed the concurrent resolution 
recognizing the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of the modern State of Israel 
and reaffirming the bonds of close 
friendship and cooperation between the 
United States and Israel. 

I was not yet born in 1948 when the 
State of Israel declared its independ-
ence, but I grew up and was born into 
a family where the fact that Israel had 
been created meant everything to us, 
and I want to share with you why that 
is. 

I am the granddaughter of immi-
grants to this country that couldn’t 
speak English. My mother’s side of the 
family comes from Salonica, Greece. 
Prior to World War II, there was a vi-
brant Jewish community in Salonica. 
Over half the population, 80,000 people, 
were Jewish. By the time the Nazis fin-
ished with the Jews of Salonica, there 
were only 1,000 out of the 80,000 Jews 
left. 

On my father’s side of the family, we 
who come from the Russian-Poland 
border, the entire culture, a vibrant 
culture that had existed for over 1,000 
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years, was exterminated along with 
most of the Jewish population of Po-
land. 

I grew up hearing stories from my 
grandmothers about what it was like in 
the countries that they came from and 
how happy they were to be Americans, 
to be Jewish Americans. My family had 
a profound sense of patriotism and 
pride in being Americans, but they 
also, and we also, are Jewish. 

And the fact that there is a country 
uniquely belonging to the Jewish peo-
ple said something to us about the abil-
ity of surviving so that anything like 
what happened in World War II never 
happened again. 

A couple of years ago, I had the privi-
lege of attending the 60th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz. I had 
never wanted to go to Auschwitz before 
because of all of the horrors that took 
place there during World War II: Peo-
ple systematically slaughtered for the 
very mere fact they were Jewish; 
starved, killed, exterminated, gassed. 

But I did go to this commemoration. 
And I was told by the late Tom Lantos, 
my dear friend, a story while we were 
sitting there. Two weeks before this 
commemoration of the liberation of 
Auschwitz, the Israel Defense Force 
had their own commemoration. And 
the head of the Israel Defense Force 
got up at Auschwitz, and he said the 
following words. He said to the mem-
bers of the Israel Defense Force who 
were there participating in this cere-
mony, We are 60 years too late, but we 
are here now; and with that, four 
Israeli jets buzzed over Auschwitz. 

That symbolism was not lost on any-
body sitting there. If Israel had existed 
60 years ago, perhaps hundreds of thou-
sands of Jews could have been saved 
and kept from the gas chambers. 

If I wasn’t Jewish and Israel didn’t 
mean so much to me in a highly per-
sonal way, as an American, I would cel-
ebrate the birth of Israel and its exist-
ence. The modern State of Israel has 
rebuilt a nation, forged a new and dy-
namic democratic society, created a 
thriving economic, political, cultural, 
and intellectual life despite the pain of 
war and almost constant terrorist at-
tacks, attacked in 1948, 1956, 1967 and 
1973, and all the time moving forward 
and expanding their economy, expand-
ing their way of life, living in a thriv-
ing and vibrant democracy. 

b 2045 

Our strongest ally, America’s strong-
est ally on the planet is that little 
State of Israel; votes with us all the 
time in the United Nations, supports 
us, and we, in turn, support it because 
it is mutually beneficial to both the 
United States and to the State of 
Israel. 

It would be my fervent dream that 
before the next anniversary of Israel, 
that there would be a Jewish State of 
Israel living side by side in peace with 

a Palestinian state that was also demo-
cratic, with a free press, free speech, 
and a vibrant economy and a way of 
life where people could reach across 
those divides and live a better life to-
gether. 

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time with great pride in the 
60th anniversary of the creation of the 
State of Israel. 

f 

MARTIN GUITAR COMPANY CELE-
BRATES ITS 175TH ANNIVERSARY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, while the 
music of Tom Petty, Sheryl Crow and 
Jimmy Buffett represent dramatically 
different styles, these three famous 
musicians and countless others 
throughout the world share one unique 
characteristic, they all play a Martin 
guitar. 

Founded in 1833, Martin Guitar Com-
pany is celebrating its 175th anniver-
sary in 2008. Headquartered in beautiful 
Nazareth, Pennsylvania, I’m very 
proud to have this remarkable business 
located in my district. 

The fascinating origins of Martin 
Guitar date back to the late 18th cen-
tury, when the company’s founder and 
namesake, Christian Frederick Martin, 
Sr., was born in Germany. The son of a 
prominent local cabinet maker, Martin 
traveled to Vienna, Austria at the age 
of 15 to apprentice with Johann 
Stauffer, a renowned guitar maker. 

After honing his craft in Austria, 
Martin returned to his native Germany 
to open his first shop, but became en-
tangled in a bitter dispute between the 
local Cabinet Makers Guild and Violin 
Makers Guild. This clash ultimately 
drove Martin to emigrate to the United 
States in 1833, where he opened a shop 
in New York City’s lower West Side. 

Six years after arriving in New York 
City, Martin moved his family and 
business to Nazareth, Pennsylvania, 
where the shop flourished and evolved 
from a one-man operation into a com-
pany that employed over a dozen 
skilled craftsmen. In 1859, a plant was 
constructed on Maine and North 
Streets in the heart of Nazareth. Hav-
ing undergone numerous expansions 
and modifications over time, this facil-
ity is still used by the company for 
shipping and storage. It also houses a 
retail supply store for instrument 
crafting and repair. 

In its 175-year existence, Martin Gui-
tar Company has used innovation and 
foresight to survive many tumultuous 
periods of American history. The com-
pany actually flourished during the 
Civil War due, in part, to the simple 
fact that many guitars were destroyed 
during fighting and needed to be re-
placed. 

Later, in the 1890s, business boomed 
when Martin began producing man-

dolins that were widely popular among 
the growing number of Italian immi-
grants arriving in the United States 
from Europe. The company struck gold 
in the 1920s when the American public 
suddenly became captivated by the 
tiny ukulele. Spurred by the over-
whelming sales of ukuleles, which at 
the time were being produced at nearly 
double the rate of traditional guitars, 
Martin was forced to expand the capac-
ity of its Nazareth plant and substan-
tially increase its workforce. 

The advent of the Great Depression 
in 1929 imposed incredible hardships on 
American households. While every in-
dustry in the Nation was impacted by 
the economic downturn, Martin found 
it exceptionally difficult to sell guitars 
and musical supplies to a public des-
perately trying to make ends meet. 

During the Depression, the company 
reluctantly abandoned aspirations for 
increasing sales and focused exclu-
sively on economic survival. To avoid 
scaling back the already reeling work-
force, Martin diversified its production 
and began manufacturing violin com-
ponents and even wooden jewelry. Des-
perate for a concept to reinvigorate 
sales, the company explored numerous 
product modifications which ulti-
mately led to two important develop-
ments, the creation of the now famous 
‘‘Dreadnought’’ guitar, and the inven-
tion of the 14-Fret Guitar Neck, which 
today is an industry standard. 

From 1948 to 1970, the company expe-
rienced unprecedented growth due to 
post-war prosperity and the rise in pop-
ularity of American folk music. In 1955, 
a new, larger plant was built in Naza-
reth to help meet increasing demand, 
but by the early 1960s Martin guitars 
were back-ordered as much as 3 years. 

In 1990, the company formalized its 
long-standing ecological policy which 
embraced the responsible use of nat-
ural materials and promoted the use of 
sustainable yield, alternative wood va-
rieties. 

Adopting such a progressive policy 
nearly 20 years ago has helped broaden 
the use of sustainable materials within 
the guitar industry over the last two 
decades and illustrates Martin’s admi-
rable dedication to responsible produc-
tion. Martin’s amazing longevity in a 
constantly changing industry is a true 
testament to the strength of the com-
pany’s management and its commit-
ment to crafting guitars of the highest 
quality. 

Mr. Speaker, the Martin Guitar Com-
pany has been a source of tremendous 
pride in the Lehigh Valley of Pennsyl-
vania for generations. Today, I rise to 
congratulate the Martin family and 
their many employees on 175 years of 
achievement. I wish them many, many 
more years of incredible success. We 
are extraordinarily proud of them. 
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