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many others in this country showed a 
downturn last year because of all of the 
other drops in stocks and investment 
vehicles. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we have opportuni-
ties, there is no doubt. This country 
does, as the President said, have the 
underpinnings to perform better than 
any economy in the world. But the one 
thing the President fails to realize is 
the most important underpinning of 
that economy is middle-class American 
workers, the ones who for 12 years of 
Republican rule, 6 years of total rule 
by this ideology have suffered and seen 
their quality of life decrease dramati-
cally. 

The good news is, it is starting to 
change. College is becoming more af-
fordable under the new Democratic 
Congress, gas prices will start to be ad-
justed as we start to put research dol-
lars in to moving towards cellulosic 
ethanol, fast growing poplar trees, 
switch grass, things that are out there 
that we can get to. These are the types 
of things that are going to happen. Our 
manufacturers in Detroit have already 
caught on. We are seeing hybrid vehi-
cles now that you can actually buy. We 
are starting to see Detroit want to 
compete again. And, guess what? 
Where was that invisible hand? Where 
was that market when we were cre-
ating cars that got 15 miles to the gal-
lon? When they start competing with 
everybody else in the world, we will 
start being able to get to where we 
need to go. 

This is an economy that can come 
back from this, but it will not come 
back with special interest policies that 
care nothing about what happens to 
the middle class, care nothing about 
the everyday things that people are 
going through. 

And the last thing I would say on 
this is, when I listen to what President 
Bush says, it reminds me of the time, 
and I think about this, when his father 
went to the supermarket about 2 dec-
ades ago. And I remember this very 
clearly, I was in high school, and it was 
a big story on the news because the 
first President Bush was fascinated 
that they had scanners to scan the 
price. Now, every American in the 

country had seen that since the early 
1970s. They had seen them in their 
local supermarkets for a long time. But 
the President was flabbergasted that 
that would happen. 

My suggestion would be, there is a 
Safeway not far, the one I shop at down 
here, that the President get out there. 
He can take some security down there 
and he can go through there, and he 
can start to see what people are going 
through. On the way back, he needs to 
fill up. And then he might want to 
swing by and check the tuition costs at 
a university, even a State-run school. 
And then he would start to understand, 
saying things like: This economy is 
fine and that it is a little bit bumpy. 

Losing your home is not bumpy. Not 
being able to go to college is not 
bumpy. Not having a retirement ac-
count that you can retire with dignity 
is not bumpy. That is a fundamental 
failure of leadership. It is a funda-
mental failure to have a national eco-
nomic policy that benefits the vast ma-
jority. And, as Justice Brandeis so 
clearly told us at one point is, you can 
have a wonderfully strong democracy 
or you can have the concentration of 
wealth in the hands of few, but you 
cannot have both. Well, we tried their 
way. I would like to go back to having 
the wonderful democracy. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank you 
for the opportunity to speak on this 
great floor. I thank you to give a dif-
ferent interpretation of what is hap-
pening in America. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. EVERETT (at the request of Mr. 
BOEHNER) for today after 4:30 p.m. and 
for the balance of the week on account 
of medical reasons. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois (at the request 
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on account 
of personal reasons. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-

lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Ms. BERKLEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. CLARKE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. WALBERG) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, April 30. 
Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, for 5 

minutes, today and April 24. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, April 30. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on April 22, 2008 she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills. 

H.J. Res. 70. Congratulating the Army Re-
serve on its centennial, which will be for-
mally celebrated on April 23, 2008, and com-
memorating the historic contributions of its 
veterans and continuing contributions of its 
soldiers to the vital national security inter-
ests and homeland defense missions of the 
United States. 

H.R. 1119. To amend title 36, United States 
Code, to revise the congressional charter of 
the Military Order of the Purple Heart of the 
United States of America, Incorporated, to 
authorize associate membership in the cor-
poration for the spouse and siblings of a re-
cipient of the Purple Heart medal. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 59 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, April 24, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 

h 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Speaker-Authorized Official Travel during the 
first quarter of 2008, pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JANICE C. McKINNEY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN FEB. 28 AND MAR. 4, 2008 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Janice C. McKinney ................................................ 2 /28 3 /01 El Salvador ........................................... .................... 538.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 538.00 
3 /1 3 /4 Costa Rica ............................................ .................... 711.00 .................... (3) .................... .................... .................... 711.00 

Committee total ........................................ ............. ................. ............................................................... .................... 1,249.00 .................... .................... .................... .................... .................... 1,249.00 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 

JANICE C. McKINNEY, Apr. 4, 2008. 
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