
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 5 6793 April 23, 2008 
In 2006, Alferd joined a first-grade class at 

Edison Elementary School, to fulfill a promise 
he made to his mother and himself. That 
promise was that he would learn how to read. 
Mr. Williams is now in his second year at Edi-
son Elementary School, and plans to stay in 
Ms. Alesia Hamilton’s first-grade class until he 
completes his GED. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in recognizing Alferd Williams, who is a 
true inspiration for all that know him, and all 
that have had the opportunity to hear of his in-
spirational story. Mr. Williams is living proof 
that with faith and persistence, you can 
achieve any goal. It is truly an honor to serve 
Mr. Williams in the United States Congress. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
YVONNE BRAITHWAITE BURKE 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Los Angeles County Supervisor 
Chair Yvonne Braithwaite Burke, who is retir-
ing this year after an exceptional fifty years in 
public service. 

As an African American and a woman, Su-
pervisor Burke has broken through profes-
sional barriers her entire career. She was the 
first African American woman elected to the 
California State Assembly, where she served 
from 1966 to 1972. She was the first African 
American woman from California elected to 
the U.S. House of Representatives, where she 
represented California’s 37th Congressional 
District from 1972 to 1978. She was the first 
African American woman appointed to the 
House Appropriations Committee, the first 
woman to chair the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, and the first Member of Congress to give 
birth while in office. She was the first female 
and African American to serve on the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors. 

I had the pleasure of serving with Super-
visor Burke in both the California State As-
sembly and the House of Representatives. 
When my wife Janet and I visited Washington 
the year I decided to run for Congress, Super-
visor Burke, who had been elected just 2 
years before, went out of her way to make us 
both feel welcome. Supervisor Burke and I 
served 4 years together in Congress, and it 
was my good fortune to be able to continue to 
work with her when she left to be a member 
of the Los Angeles County Board of Super-
visors. I have greatly valued our many years 
of friendship, the experience, wisdom, and 
grace she brings to every problem, and her 
strong commitment to public service. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Supervisor Burke’s extraordinary 50- 
year career and extensive record of accom-
plishments. Janet and I wish her and her fam-
ily the very best for the future. 

WIND FARMS IN THE WATERS OF 
THE GULF COAST 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, Texas is now 
the number one wind energy state in the 
country, producing more power from wind than 
any other state. Texas is also the first state to 
allow wind energy production offshore, energy, 
which could not only power our homes and 
businesses, but also pay for the education of 
our children. 

The Gulf Coast currently has unused oil 
equipment in its waters. Those structures now 
have a new purpose, as wind turbines utilize 
oil and gas platforms off the Texas-Louisiana 
coast in the first U.S. offshore wind energy 
farm. The shallow waters of the Gulf make 
economic sense for wind farms. Wind farms 
consist of turbines that harness clean energy 
and offer another option outside of natural 
gas. The coastline has a far-reaching conti-
nental shelf, in some areas extending 80 
miles, while having water depths less than 150 
feet. Texas, long a major player in the oil and 
gas industry, is now a major player in wind en-
ergy. In this region, the best wind for gener-
ating energy blows mid-day, when electricity 
demand is the highest. Therefore, the elec-
tricity generated from wind farms off the Texas 
coast will be highly valued by utility compa-
nies. 

Wind Energy Systems Technology (WEST), 
conceived by Herman Schellstede and Harold 
Schoefller, will be lining nearly 74,000 acres of 
water with wind farms, which includes part of 
my district, in the waters off of Jefferson 
County, on state owned land. Construction of 
the wind farms should begin in 2009. Once 
completed, the offshore wind farm will produce 
enough electricity to provide power to about 
40,000 homes. By comparison, an equal 
amount of electricity would require about 20.7 
million barrels of oil, or 6.5 tons of coal to 
produce. By not burning these fossil fuels to 
create this amount of energy, the wind farm 
will displace approximately 2.7 million tons of 
carbon dioxide each year. 

It is in our best interest to research and de-
velop alternative energy sources to reduce our 
dependence on foreign oil, in order to become 
more energy independent. With natural gas 
depleting, wind farms should become more 
abundant in the coming years, as wind power 
becomes more competitive and the technology 
more efficient. Wind is a clean energy re-
source with substantial environmental benefits 
and offers one of the lowest marginal costs of 
production. This renewable energy means re-
newable revenue. Some have reported that 
wind energy provides more jobs per dollar in-
vested or per kilowatt-hour generated, than 
most conventional resource options. With total 
installed U.S. wind power capacity now over 
16,800 megawatts or enough to serve the 
equivalent of 4.5 million average households, 
wind was the second largest source of new 
electrical capacity in the Nation, behind only 
natural gas, for the past 3 years. 

Wind power is part of our country’s sustain-
able energy solution, and I applaud WEST for 
their foresight and innovation. 

TRIBUTE TO MUJES DE 
ECELENCIA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commend Mujes de Ecelencia, one of the 
most prominent women’s organizations in my 
congressional district, for embarking upon a 
remarkable educational campaign outreach on 
health care issues to women in Roma, Texas. 
The informational campaign outreach, which 
finished on April 18, 2008, is a mixture of pri-
vate-public partnerships with local businesses, 
organizations, and agencies that all strive to 
bring awareness to important issues that affect 
women and their families. 

Mujes de Ecelencia has consistently worked 
to provide the latest information about drug 
and alcohol treatment, family counseling, to-
bacco awareness, and other health care mat-
ters to women in south Texas since 2002. I 
applaud Mujes de Ecelencia for bringing to-
gether businesses, organizations, and local 
agencies in the informational campaign mar-
keted towards women’s health care issues, 
and for their continued work in advocating for 
women in south Texas. 
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EQUAL PAY DAY 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
recognition of Equal Pay Day, which was yes-
terday, April 22, 2008. Equal Pay Day was 
originated by the National Committee on Pay 
Equity in 1996 as a public awareness event to 
illustrate the gap between men’s and women’s 
wages. The day, observed on a Tuesday in 
April, symbolizes how far into the year a 
woman must work, on average, to earn as 
much as a man earned the previous year. Be-
cause women earn less, on average, than 
men, they must work longer for the same 
amount of pay. In other words, the average 
American woman must work 16 months to 
earn what a man did in 12. The wage gap is 
even greater for most women of color. 

President John F. Kennedy signed the 
Equal Pay Act into law in 1963, but the wage 
gap between men and women has been clos-
ing at a very slow rate. In 1963, women who 
worked full-time, year-round made 59 cents on 
average for every dollar earned by men. In 
2006, women earned 77 cents to the dollar. 

The wage gap exists, in part, because many 
women and people of color are still seg-
regated into a few low-paying occupations. 
More than half of all women workers hold 
sales, clerical and service jobs. Studies show 
that the more an occupation is dominated by 
women or people of color, the less it pays. 
Part of the wage gap results from differences 
in education, experience or time in the work-
force. But a significant portion cannot be ex-
plained by any of those factors; it is attrib-
utable to discrimination. In other words, certain 
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jobs pay less because they are held by 
women and people of color. 

Democrats are taking action to address the 
wage gap. The House has already passed the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which restores 
basic protections against pay discrimination by 
rectifying the May 2007 Ledbetter v. Goodyear 
Supreme Court decision that overturned 
precedent and made it much more difficult for 
workers to pursue pay discrimination claims. 
The Senate is scheduled to consider this leg-
islation this week. The House is also consid-
ering the Paycheck Fairness Act, which would 
strengthen the Equal Pay Act of 1963 by pro-
viding more effective remedies to women who 
are not being paid equal wages for doing 
equal work. I strongly support both of these 
measures. 

Equal pay is not simply a women’s issue, 
but a family issue. The wage gap hurts every-
one—husbands, wives, children, and par-
ents—because it lowers family incomes that 
pay for essentials: groceries, energy bills, doc-
tors’ visits and child care. Furthermore, 41 
percent of women supply their families’ sole 
source of income. 

It is estimated that if we do nothing, it will 
take until 2057 to close the pay gap. To force 
women and their families to wait nearly an-
other 50 years to receive equal pay for equal 
work is absolutely unacceptable. I pledge to 
continue the fight for pay equity until all Ameri-
cans, regardless of gender or race, receive 
equal pay for equal work. 
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF REVEREND WALT 
PARRY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the distinguished public service 
of Reverend Walt Parry, of Fresno, California. 
After nearly 25 years with the non-profit orga-
nization Fresno Metro Ministry where Rev-
erend Parry succeeded in serving the needs 
of the local community, he retired this past 
January. 

During his tenure at the Fresno Metro Min-
istry, Reverend Parry aided thousands of de-
serving local residents with his passion for ex-
cellence and strong ethical drive. I have had 
the pleasure of working with him frequently 
and his dedication to the community is to be 
commended, especially in the areas of public 
health, cultural diversity and disadvantaged 
advocacy. 

Reverend Parry was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Community Food Bank, an organi-
zation that helps distribute food to people in 
need throughout California’s Central Valley. 
Healthy nutrition was a paramount concern for 
the Reverend, who both fought against the 
obesity epidemic as well as the lack of nour-
ishment in the area. Other notable achieve-
ments of Reverend Parry include better ac-
cess to healthcare, clean air, improved nutri-
tion, and a deep respect for multiculturalism in 
our Valley communities. 

Throughout his career in the area, Reverend 
Walt Parry has proven to be a highly effective 

administrator who was always committed to 
excellence in public service. As he gets ready 
to spend much more time enjoying retirement 
as well as supporting the social causes he is 
passionate about on a more personal level, I 
wish him continued success and best of luck 
for the future. 
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC 
WORKS WEEK 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I support 
the goals and ideals of National Public Works 
Week. National Public Works Week is cele-
brated for a full week each May to celebrate 
our public works professionals and the impor-
tant work they do to keep our country running 
smoothly. 

May 18 through 24, 2008 will recognize the 
many duties that public works professionals— 
those who design, build, operate, maintain and 
protect transportation systems, water supply 
infrastructure, sewage and refuse disposal 
systems, public buildings, and other structures 
and facilities—perform to enhance commu-
nities and our Nation. 

Public works keep our society functioning: 
providing buildings that house vital govern-
ment offices, and giving our country rail, high-
ways, airports, and public transit to move 
goods and passengers. 

Similarly, public works help maintain public 
health: Providing systems for waste and sew-
age disposal, while supplying us with crucial 
water for our homes, businesses, and agri-
culture. Pipelines safely transport natural gas 
and hazardous liquids through 2,300,000 miles 
of pipelines throughout the country. 

Many people take for granted our public 
works, recognizing their importance only when 
problems are encountered. When water supply 
is not efficient, when infrastructure crumbles, 
and when accidents in moving transportation 
occur, we are then forced to reflect on what 
needs to be invested in the larger public works 
sector of our economy. 

The ‘‘2006 Status of the Nation’s Highways, 
Bridges, and Transit: Conditions and Perform-
ance’’ report by the Department of Transpor-
tation confirms that investment in the Nation’s 
highway, bridge, and transit infrastructure has 
not kept up with the growing demands of the 
system. 

Likewise, our country is in need of critical in-
vestment in water infrastructure. It was more 
than 1 year ago, at the beginning of the 110th 
Congress, that the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure passed three key 
water infrastructure bills: H.R. 569, the Water 
Quality Financing Act of 2007; H.R. 700, the 
Health Communities Water Supply Act of 
2007; and H.R. 720, the Water Quality Financ-
ing Act of 2007. These bills later overwhelm-
ingly passed the House, and we continue to 
wait for our counterparts in the Senate to take 
similar action. 

I strongly support investment in our Nation’s 
infrastructure, as well as the men and women 

who keep our public works, quite simply, work-
ing. 
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HONORING THE LOUISIANA 
HONORAIR VETERANS 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor a very special 
group from South Louisiana. 

On April 26, 2008 a group of 100 veterans 
and their guardians will fly to Washington with 
a very special program. Louisiana HonorAir is 
providing the opportunity for these veterans 
from my home state of Louisiana to visit 
Washington, DC on a chartered flight free of 
charge. During their visit, they will visit Arling-
ton National Cemetery and the World War II 
Memorial. For many, this will be their first and 
only opportunity to see these sights dedicated 
to the great service they have provided for our 
Nation. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring these great Americans and thanking 
them for their unselfish service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN ‘‘JACK’’ 
J. WALSH, JR. FOR OVER 35 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 
TO THE GLAZIERS AND GLASS-
WORKERS LOCAL 1044 OF BOSTON 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a man whose professional life has 
been dedicated to the skill of his trade and 
commitment to his fellow union members. 
John ‘‘Jack’’ J. Walsh, Jr. is a remarkable indi-
vidual with a long and illustrious career in the 
Glaziers and Glassworkers Local 1044 of Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. 

Jack joined the Glaziers and Glassworkers 
Union on March 12, 1973. Throughout his ten-
ure with Local 1044, Jack always exhibited a 
commitment to excellence in his trade and 
dedication to ensuring the welfare of his fellow 
union members. 

Jack has been equally dedicated to serving 
his local community. Notably, Jack served as 
a Boy Scout Troop Leader and is currently a 
member of both the Weymouth Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Aerie 2899 and the Loyal 
Order of Moose in Braintree. 

Despite his various accomplishments, Jack 
has always taken the greatest pride in his 
roles as a devoted husband and father. For 
the past 32 years, Jack has had the enormous 
pleasure and tremendous good fortune of 
being married to his beloved wife, Patty, and 
together, they are the proud and loving par-
ents of Jonathan and Gregory. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the Floor of the House today to join with 
Jack Walsh’s family, friends and Brothers and 
Sisters of Labor to thank him for over 35 years 
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