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jobs pay less because they are held by 
women and people of color. 

Democrats are taking action to address the 
wage gap. The House has already passed the 
Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, which restores 
basic protections against pay discrimination by 
rectifying the May 2007 Ledbetter v. Goodyear 
Supreme Court decision that overturned 
precedent and made it much more difficult for 
workers to pursue pay discrimination claims. 
The Senate is scheduled to consider this leg-
islation this week. The House is also consid-
ering the Paycheck Fairness Act, which would 
strengthen the Equal Pay Act of 1963 by pro-
viding more effective remedies to women who 
are not being paid equal wages for doing 
equal work. I strongly support both of these 
measures. 

Equal pay is not simply a women’s issue, 
but a family issue. The wage gap hurts every-
one—husbands, wives, children, and par-
ents—because it lowers family incomes that 
pay for essentials: groceries, energy bills, doc-
tors’ visits and child care. Furthermore, 41 
percent of women supply their families’ sole 
source of income. 

It is estimated that if we do nothing, it will 
take until 2057 to close the pay gap. To force 
women and their families to wait nearly an-
other 50 years to receive equal pay for equal 
work is absolutely unacceptable. I pledge to 
continue the fight for pay equity until all Ameri-
cans, regardless of gender or race, receive 
equal pay for equal work. 
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HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF REVEREND WALT 
PARRY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the distinguished public service 
of Reverend Walt Parry, of Fresno, California. 
After nearly 25 years with the non-profit orga-
nization Fresno Metro Ministry where Rev-
erend Parry succeeded in serving the needs 
of the local community, he retired this past 
January. 

During his tenure at the Fresno Metro Min-
istry, Reverend Parry aided thousands of de-
serving local residents with his passion for ex-
cellence and strong ethical drive. I have had 
the pleasure of working with him frequently 
and his dedication to the community is to be 
commended, especially in the areas of public 
health, cultural diversity and disadvantaged 
advocacy. 

Reverend Parry was instrumental in the cre-
ation of the Community Food Bank, an organi-
zation that helps distribute food to people in 
need throughout California’s Central Valley. 
Healthy nutrition was a paramount concern for 
the Reverend, who both fought against the 
obesity epidemic as well as the lack of nour-
ishment in the area. Other notable achieve-
ments of Reverend Parry include better ac-
cess to healthcare, clean air, improved nutri-
tion, and a deep respect for multiculturalism in 
our Valley communities. 

Throughout his career in the area, Reverend 
Walt Parry has proven to be a highly effective 

administrator who was always committed to 
excellence in public service. As he gets ready 
to spend much more time enjoying retirement 
as well as supporting the social causes he is 
passionate about on a more personal level, I 
wish him continued success and best of luck 
for the future. 
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SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL PUBLIC 
WORKS WEEK 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, I support 
the goals and ideals of National Public Works 
Week. National Public Works Week is cele-
brated for a full week each May to celebrate 
our public works professionals and the impor-
tant work they do to keep our country running 
smoothly. 

May 18 through 24, 2008 will recognize the 
many duties that public works professionals— 
those who design, build, operate, maintain and 
protect transportation systems, water supply 
infrastructure, sewage and refuse disposal 
systems, public buildings, and other structures 
and facilities—perform to enhance commu-
nities and our Nation. 

Public works keep our society functioning: 
providing buildings that house vital govern-
ment offices, and giving our country rail, high-
ways, airports, and public transit to move 
goods and passengers. 

Similarly, public works help maintain public 
health: Providing systems for waste and sew-
age disposal, while supplying us with crucial 
water for our homes, businesses, and agri-
culture. Pipelines safely transport natural gas 
and hazardous liquids through 2,300,000 miles 
of pipelines throughout the country. 

Many people take for granted our public 
works, recognizing their importance only when 
problems are encountered. When water supply 
is not efficient, when infrastructure crumbles, 
and when accidents in moving transportation 
occur, we are then forced to reflect on what 
needs to be invested in the larger public works 
sector of our economy. 

The ‘‘2006 Status of the Nation’s Highways, 
Bridges, and Transit: Conditions and Perform-
ance’’ report by the Department of Transpor-
tation confirms that investment in the Nation’s 
highway, bridge, and transit infrastructure has 
not kept up with the growing demands of the 
system. 

Likewise, our country is in need of critical in-
vestment in water infrastructure. It was more 
than 1 year ago, at the beginning of the 110th 
Congress, that the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure passed three key 
water infrastructure bills: H.R. 569, the Water 
Quality Financing Act of 2007; H.R. 700, the 
Health Communities Water Supply Act of 
2007; and H.R. 720, the Water Quality Financ-
ing Act of 2007. These bills later overwhelm-
ingly passed the House, and we continue to 
wait for our counterparts in the Senate to take 
similar action. 

I strongly support investment in our Nation’s 
infrastructure, as well as the men and women 

who keep our public works, quite simply, work-
ing. 
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HONORING THE LOUISIANA 
HONORAIR VETERANS 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor a very special 
group from South Louisiana. 

On April 26, 2008 a group of 100 veterans 
and their guardians will fly to Washington with 
a very special program. Louisiana HonorAir is 
providing the opportunity for these veterans 
from my home state of Louisiana to visit 
Washington, DC on a chartered flight free of 
charge. During their visit, they will visit Arling-
ton National Cemetery and the World War II 
Memorial. For many, this will be their first and 
only opportunity to see these sights dedicated 
to the great service they have provided for our 
Nation. 

Today I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring these great Americans and thanking 
them for their unselfish service. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOHN ‘‘JACK’’ 
J. WALSH, JR. FOR OVER 35 
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE 
TO THE GLAZIERS AND GLASS-
WORKERS LOCAL 1044 OF BOSTON 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a man whose professional life has 
been dedicated to the skill of his trade and 
commitment to his fellow union members. 
John ‘‘Jack’’ J. Walsh, Jr. is a remarkable indi-
vidual with a long and illustrious career in the 
Glaziers and Glassworkers Local 1044 of Bos-
ton, Massachusetts. 

Jack joined the Glaziers and Glassworkers 
Union on March 12, 1973. Throughout his ten-
ure with Local 1044, Jack always exhibited a 
commitment to excellence in his trade and 
dedication to ensuring the welfare of his fellow 
union members. 

Jack has been equally dedicated to serving 
his local community. Notably, Jack served as 
a Boy Scout Troop Leader and is currently a 
member of both the Weymouth Fraternal 
Order of Eagles Aerie 2899 and the Loyal 
Order of Moose in Braintree. 

Despite his various accomplishments, Jack 
has always taken the greatest pride in his 
roles as a devoted husband and father. For 
the past 32 years, Jack has had the enormous 
pleasure and tremendous good fortune of 
being married to his beloved wife, Patty, and 
together, they are the proud and loving par-
ents of Jonathan and Gregory. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the Floor of the House today to join with 
Jack Walsh’s family, friends and Brothers and 
Sisters of Labor to thank him for over 35 years 
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of remarkable service to the American Labor 
Movement. I hope my colleagues will join me 
in celebrating Jack’s distinguished career and 
wishing him good health and God’s blessing in 
all his future endeavors. 
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THE 93RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 93rd anniversary 
of the Armenian Genocide. Our voices, as well 
as those of Armenian-Americans across the 
nation, are essential in the effort to bring 
needed attention to such a historic tragedy. 
The Armenian-American community has made 
tremendous contributions to our country, and 
their efforts and passion will help ensure that 
those who lost their lives will not be forgotten. 

Today, we pay tribute to the memory of 
those who died, reflect on all those who have 
suffered from such prejudice, and vow to raise 
awareness so that such an atrocity never oc-
curs again. As a member of the Armenian 
Caucus and a cosponsor of the genocide res-
olution, I will keep fighting to ensure that the 
Armenian Genocide is appropriately recog-
nized. 

It is a shame that we have not learned from 
our mistakes in the past regarding genocide, 
but it is not too late to heal these wounds and 
also help end atrocities occurring as we 
speak. With the Olympics taking place this 
year, it is my hope that all nations can come 
together and play a constructive role in ending 
violence in places like Darfur. In the spirit of 
the Olympics, we must come together as one 
and make clear that we all stand with the 
world against genocide and human rights 
abuses. It is our duty to end this human suf-
fering, and I will continue to work with my col-
leagues in Washington, DC, to promote heal-
ing and peace throughout the world. 

I am also very proud that my fellow Rhode 
Islanders have been actively involved in call-
ing attention to this issue, and I urge them to 
continue to make their voices heard. As an ar-
dent supporter of Rhode Island’s Armenian- 
American community throughout my public 
service career, I join my colleagues today in 
honoring the victims of the genocide by paying 
tribute to their memory, showing compassion 
for those who have suffered from such preju-
dice, and never forgetting the pain that they 
have endured. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. TEYRAN ‘‘TY’’ 
PATTERSON 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Teyran ‘‘Ty’’ Patterson, an Amer-
ican hero, who recently passed away on May 
30, 2007, in the line of duty as Texas Game 
Warden for Johnston County. 

Ty was born on November 18, 1978, to Joe 
and ViAnn Patterson in the City of Seguin in 
Texas. He was a devout Christian and lived 
the values of his faith through his work as a 
Texas Game Warden. Ty was a 1998 grad-
uate of Seguin High School and earned a 
criminal justice degree in 2004 from South-
west Texas State University in San Marcos. 

After graduating from Southwest Texas 
State University, Ty began work as a Texas 
Game Warden. He was committed to law en-
forcement and to the community by providing 
public service. Ty was a young, ambitious, 
caring man—no one was a stranger to him. 
On May 30, 2007, Ty answered the call of 
duty, without regard to his personal safety or 
well-being, to assist his fellow officers and a 
family in their hour of need. It was during this 
call that he lost his life. 

Ty is survived by his parents, Joe and 
ViAnn Patterson, his sister, Crystal Patterson, 
his brothers Joe Patterson, Jr. and Demetrius 
Hall, and his grandmothers Thelma Smith and 
Katie Smith. He will be greatly missed by his 
family and by those who had the great fortune 
to know Teyran ‘‘Ty’’ Patterson. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to have had 
this time to recognize Mr. Teyran ‘‘Ty’’ Patter-
son, and I thank you for this time. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOE SHELL 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today along with my colleague 
from California, Congressman JIM COSTA, to 
honor Joseph Claude Shell, a longtime Ba-
kersfield political and community leader, who 
passed away on Monday, April 7, 2008, at the 
age of 89. 

Joe was born in La Conner, Washington in 
1918 and moved with his family to San Diego 
at the age of 2. Joe attended the University of 
Southern California and played 3 years of var-
sity football, which included two trips to the 
Rose Bowl, and being the captain of the 
undefeated 1939 team. While Joe was study-
ing law at USC, he served his country during 
World War II as a civilian flight instructor (hav-
ing learned to fly at the age of 14) for the U.S. 
Army Air Corps at Cal Aero and Lancaster 
from 1942–1943, and eventually joined the 
Navy in 1944 serving as a senior pilot in the 
air transport service. 

After the war, Joe lived in Los Angeles and 
worked in the Kern County oil fields as an 
independent oil producer and drilled many of 
the wells around Bakersfield. In 1953, Joe 
won election to the California State Assembly, 
representing the 58th District, which covered 
the Wilshire district of Los Angeles. A major 
political figure in California politics, he served 
for a decade in the State legislature, 4 of 
those years as the Assembly Republican 
Leader, fighting for free enterprise, low taxes, 
and limited government. During his time in the 
Assembly, Joe authored the State Scholarship 
Act, which gave thousands of young people 
educational opportunities at public and private 
universities. While in the Assembly, he met 

Mary K. Husking, who he married in 1970. In 
1962, Joe ran for governor and though he did 
not win the Republican nomination, he re-
mained active in State and local politics. Joe 
and Mary K. returned to the oil business and 
drilled wells in the Deer Creek area, near 
Porterville. In 1989, Governor George 
Deukmejian appointed Joe to the California 
Agricultural Labor Relations Board, where he 
served for several years before stepping 
down. 

Joe’s death is a great loss for the Bakers-
field community, but he will always be remem-
bered for his years of service in the U.S. 
Armed Forces and California State Assembly, 
always leading by principle rather than rhet-
oric, and for his integrity and interest in seeing 
government perform honestly and with ac-
countability at all levels. Joe is survived by his 
wife, of 38 years, Mary K. who currently re-
sides in Bakersfield, and his children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren Barbara, 
Joe, Jr., David, Harold, Diane, Lynn, Geoffrey, 
Robert, Steven, Stacey, Brian, Dana, Ryan, 
Nicole, Emily, Jennifer, Matthew, Mark, Justin, 
Ellie, and Thomas. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOE SHELL 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 23, 2008 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleague from California, Con-
gressman KEVIN MCCARTHY, to honor Joseph 
Claude Shell, a longtime Bakersfield political 
and community leader, who passed away on 
Monday, April 7, 2008, at the age of 89. 

Joe was born in La Conner, Washington in 
1918 and moved with his family to San Diego 
at the age of 2. Joe attended the University of 
Southern California and played 3 years of var-
sity football, which included two trips to the 
Rose Bowl, and being the captain of the 
undefeated 1939 team. While Joe was study-
ing law at USC, he served his country during 
World War II as a civilian flight instructor (hav-
ing learned to fly at the age of 14) for the U.S. 
Army Air Corps at Cal Aero and Lancaster 
from 1942–1943, and eventually joined the 
Navy in 1944 serving as a senior pilot in the 
air transport service. 

After the war, Joe lived in Los Angeles and 
worked in the Kern County oil fields as an 
independent oil producer and drilled many of 
the wells around Bakersfield. In 1953, Joe 
won election to the California State Assembly, 
representing the 58th District, which covered 
the Wilshire district of Los Angeles. A major 
political figure in California politics, he served 
for a decade in the State legislature, 4 of 
those years as the Assembly Republican 
Leader, fighting for free enterprise, low taxes, 
and limited government. During his time in the 
Assembly, Joe authored the State Scholarship 
Act, which gave thousands of young people 
educational opportunities at public and private 
universities. While in the Assembly, he met 
Mary K. Hosking, who he married in 1970. In 
1962, Joe ran for governor and though he did 
not win the Republican nomination, he re-
mained active in State and local politics. Joe 
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