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provide our Nation with a band of trained med-
ical officers during a time of war. From that 
moment forward, the Army Reserve has 
played a critical role in securing the safety of 
our troops and the advancement of our mili-
tary’s missions during World War I, World War 
II, Korea, Vietnam, Persian Gulf, the Iraq war, 
the global war on Jihadist terror, and other tu-
multuous times in our Nation’s history. 

More than 190,000 soldiers have been mo-
bilized to support the war in Iraq and the war 
in Afghanistan. Currently, there are more than 
26,000 soldiers serving on active duty in sup-
port of military operations. 

Today, Army Reserve soldiers continue to 
answer their patriotic call of duty in a variety 
of ways these include defending our Nation 
against terrorist attacks, providing humani-
tarian support and relief operations during na-
tional disasters, providing combat service sup-
port to warfighting brigade combat teams, and 
offering unparalleled support to countries 
around the world as they strive to establish 
the freedom we often take for granted. The list 
goes on, and so does the Army Reserve’s de-
votion to our Nation. 

Army Reserve soldiers, or citizen soldiers, 
make up more than half the Army’s combat 
support, and a quarter of its mobilization base 
expansion capability. The assistance they pro-
vide includes combat support, combat service 
support, peacekeeping, nation-building, and 
civil support, and is instrumental in the 
progress that our military makes each day. 

The Army Reserve forms the backbone of 
our Nation’s military. During today’s ceremony 
commemorating the U.S. Army Reserve’s 
100th anniversary, two young men from the 
Colorado’s Fifth District, Sergeant Erice J. 
Dwelle and Sergeant Otto Earl Searan Jr., re-
enlisted to once again serve our Nation. It is 
an honor to recognize the 100th anniversary 
of the Army Reserve today. I want to thank 
every single Army Reserve soldier, both past 
and present, for the patriotism they have dis-
played through the years and down to today. 
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Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the Shingles Prevention Act. 

Many of us have had shingles or know of 
others, especially over the age of 60, who 
have. In 2006 a new vaccine was created that 
prevents occurrence of shingles or dramati-
cally reduces the symptoms and pain of shin-
gles. Experts agree that adults over the age of 
60 should receive this immunization. 

Half of us will experience shingles by the 
time we are 80. Shingles is a painful skin rash 
often accompanied by fever, headache, chills, 
and upset stomach. What is more pressing is 
that one in five shingles patients will endure 
post-herpetic neuralgia—severe pain lasting 
much longer than the rash itself. The pain can 
be so intolerable that patients are house-
bound, and there have been cases of suicide 
from the disease. Shingles is most common 

among seniors because the immune system 
wanes with age, making Medicare bene-
ficiaries the best candidates for the vaccine. 

Since its development in 2006, the shingles 
vaccine has been recommended for adults 60 
years or older by the Centers for Disease 
Control. However, current Medicare Part D 
coverage of the vaccine is insufficient. Not all 
beneficiaries are enrolled in Part D or another 
drug prescription plan. More important, seniors 
are facing high out-of-pocket costs due to a 
lack of coordination among doctors, phar-
macies, and Part D plans. For example, there 
is no established direct billing method between 
doctors and plans for Part D vaccines. Be-
cause of this, beneficiaries typically must pay 
the full price up front, which results in out-of- 
pocket costs that limit access to those that 
need the vaccine the most—our seniors. 

The billing problem, the resulting low utiliza-
tion of the vaccine, and costly storage require-
ments are enough to keep many doctors from 
stocking the vaccine. When doctors do not 
stock, beneficiaries’ only alternative is to ob-
tain the vaccine from pharmacists. But many 
states do not allow pharmacies to administer 
Part D vaccines, so the beneficiary has to take 
the vial from the pharmacy back to the physi-
cian office. Thus, a senior who is thinking 
about getting vaccinated would have to go first 
to the doctor’s office for a consult, then to the 
pharmacist, then back to the doctor for the 
shot. 

Not surprisingly, many seniors are not get-
ting immunized against shingles. This low utili-
zation rate contributes to the half a billion dol-
lars of treatment costs per year and, for hun-
dreds of thousands of seniors, many weeks 
spent suffering from a disease that could have 
been prevented. 

The Shingles Prevention Act will move shin-
gles vaccine coverage to Part B—thus treating 
it in the same manner as the flu vaccine under 
Medicare, simplifying the process for physi-
cians and beneficiaries, and lessening the cost 
burden for our seniors. This is a common 
sense and cost effective way to increase ac-
cess to high quality health care for our sen-
iors, and I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to ensure its passage. 
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, recently coalition 
forces were forced to retreat in their campaign 
against insurgents in Afghanistan when the 
British Ministry of Defense extracted Prince 
Harry from his front line duties. As third line in 
line to the British throne, Harry carries a cer-
tain amount of importance about him, espe-
cially when he is risking his life to make the 
lives of the British people and their allies 
safer. Military service is not something new for 
the Royal Family, as they have a long tradition 
of serving in the armed forces, including direct 
combat duties. But why did the British military, 
one of the most disciplined and well respected 
organizations in the world, have to pull back? 

The answer was that it was betrayed by 
friendly fire in the press. 

An Australian magazine entitled New Idea 
leaked Harry’s mission in Afghanistan in late 
February. While the magazine has apologized, 
it broke an informal agreement with the British 
Ministry of Defense that called for a global 
media blackout on the story. Harry had been 
successfully calling in coalition air-strikes 
against Taliban insurgents. But with his iden-
tity and location compromised, Harry’s security 
became jeopardized because of the possibility 
that he and his command would become spe-
cifically targeted. 

Here is a ‘‘New Idea’’ for the press: exercise 
some common sense. While it is important 
that we as a democracy stay abreast of what 
is occurring in the military, there is a fine line 
where we have to stop and let the military do 
its job. This example involving the Prince of 
Wales shows the great security issue involving 
the press and the military. Not all information 
can be given to the general public, and when 
supplied with details, the press needs to be 
responsible and exercise basic common 
sense. 

Here is some advice for the press to follow 
when given military information. Ask the ques-
tion, ‘‘Will this information possibly endanger 
lives and missions?’’ If the answer is even 
close to being ‘‘yes,’’ then it is probably not 
best to publish it. What would happen if our 
high ranking generals and civilian leaders had 
their locations and missions revealed? We 
would have to completely rethink our strategy 
and decisions. Missions and lives would be-
come compromised, just as they did for the 
British with Prince Harry. We need to let the 
military do its job without interference. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, today, as we 
observe the 93rd Anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide, I stand with the millions around the 
world who have called for greater recognition 
of this atrocious event in world history. 

Madam Speaker, my mother, now 92 years 
old and still working outside the home, is a 
first generation Armenian-American who lost 
much of her family in the atrocities of 1915. 
She and many of my Armenian brothers and 
sisters have long waited for validation from our 
country and the international community of 
simply acknowledging the events that took 
place and were well documented at the time. 
Growing up, I heard stories about our relatives 
who were lost. As I got older, I read the tele-
gram sent by our Ambassador Henry Morgen-
thau to the Secretary of State on July 16, 
1915: 

‘‘Deportation of and excesses against 
peaceful Armenians is increasing and from 
harrowing reports of eye witnesses it appears 
that a campaign of race extermination is in 
progress under a pretext of reprisal against re-
bellion.’’ 
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