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was a clean election under Florida law. 
The Democratic National Committee 
cannot deny that certification of that 
legal election. 

Sadly, one of the byproducts of all 
this is that in listening to what the 
latest Gallup poll says, one-half of all 
the Democrats in the United States 
think all of this fracas is hurting the 
party—one-half of all the Democrats in 
the country. When you combine that 
latest Gallup Poll with the fact that 
months ago a poll in Florida showed 
that 22 percent of Independent Florida 
voters, 22 percent of Independents in 
Florida, would be less likely to vote for 
the Democratic nominee in November 
because of the way that Florida is 
being treated by the Democratic Na-
tional Committee: Democratic Na-
tional Committee, you better wake up. 
We have a problem on our hands. 

What we ought to be doing is looking 
at November. As the old colloquialism 
says, we better watch out or we are 
going to be cutting off our nose to spite 
our face. 

f 

EQUAL PAY 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, it is hard for me to understand 
how the Senate cannot support equal 
pay for equal work, the same for 
women as for men. That happened yes-
terday, on a vote of 56 in favor of pro-
ceeding to the bill on equal pay for 
equal work and 43 against. I do not un-
derstand that. 

What is worse is my wife and many 
other spouses of Senators cannot un-
derstand that. I assure you, they are 
letting their husbands and spouses 
know how they feel—that they cannot 
understand how the Senate cannot pro-
ceed to a bill for equal pay for equal 
work for women. 

I hope the next time we try to move 
to a bill for which we have to hit the 
60-vote threshold to get over the fili-
buster to get to the bill—we need 4 
more votes—I hope somewhere over 
there we are going to be able to get 
them when we bring up equal pay for 
equal work for women. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

COMMEMORATING THE 93RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise 
today, on the 93rd anniversary of the 
onset of the Armenian genocide, to 
honor the victims of this terrible trag-
edy and to reiterate my unwavering 
support for the United States Govern-
ment to officially recognize as geno-
cide the series of atrocities carried out 
against the Armenian population by 
the Ottoman Empire beginning on 
April 24, 1915. 

It truly saddens me that after 93 
years, the United States has failed to 
acknowledge the Armenian genocide 

for what it was. Between 1915 and 1923, 
the Ottoman Empire forcibly deported 
around 2 million Armenians, of whom 
1.5 million men, women, and children 
were killed. Those fortunate enough to 
survive the massacres, forced marches, 
and deliberate starvation, were ejected 
from their homeland. 

In response to reports of these hor-
rific events, U.S. Ambassador to the 
Ottoman Empire Henry Morgenthau, 
Sr. explicitly condemned the policy of 
the Government of the Ottoman Em-
pire as ‘‘a campaign of race extermi-
nation.’’ Moreover, Ambassador Mor-
genthau was praised by U.S. Secretary 
of State Robert Lansing for his efforts 
‘‘to stop Armenian persecution.’’ 

Perhaps more significant to the 
Chamber in which I stand today was 
the passage of S. Con. Res. 12 on Feb-
ruary 9, 1916. This prescient piece of 
legislation not only acknowledged that 
a colossal tragedy had ensued in the 
midst of the Great War, but also re-
solved that the President of the United 
States ‘‘designate a day on which the 
citizens of this country may give ex-
pression to their sympathy by contrib-
uting funds now being raised for the re-
lief of the Armenians,’’ who, at that 
time, were enduring ‘‘starvation, dis-
ease, and untold suffering’’ at the 
hands of the Ottoman leadership. 

Less than 4 years later, while the Ar-
menian genocide continued, the Senate 
would also pass S. Res. 359, which stat-
ed, in part, that recent congressional 
testimony ‘‘clearly established the 
truth of the reported massacres and 
other atrocities from which the Arme-
nian people have suffered.’’ 

I say to my friends in the Senate, 
given how our esteemed colleagues of 
the past reflected on this terrible trag-
edy, I cannot help but think that they 
would have surely labeled these atroc-
ities as genocide if only the word had 
been coined. The United States has a 
rich history of defending human rights, 
standing up for the oppressed, and 
speaking the truth about genocide. 
However, in spite of support from Mem-
bers of Congress and leaders in the Ar-
menian community, the official policy 
of the executive branch of the United 
States still does not recognize the Ar-
menian genocide. 

I am so proud that my home state of 
Nevada, with its vibrant Armenian- 
American community, and 40 other 
U.S. States have, by legislation or 
proclamation, already recognized the 
Armenian Genocide. In fact, on April 
11, 2000, former Nevada Governor 
Kenny Guinn proclaimed April 24, 2000, 
as a day of remembrance of ‘‘The First 
Genocide of the 20th Century.’’ 

I would also like to congratulate the 
Armenian-Americans of southern Ne-
vada for planning yet another success-
ful Armenian Genocide Commemora-
tion event on the campus of the Uni-
versity of Nevada-Las Vegas. It is so 
wonderful to see this community from 

my home county come together each 
year to honor the survivors and their 
deceased brethren, and I wish my Ar-
menian friends in Nevada the best of 
luck with this year’s commemoration 
and those for years to come. May God 
bless them and all of those who fight 
on their behalf. 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commemorate the 93rd anni-
versary of the Armenian genocide. 

On April 24, 1915, an ancient nation 
faced extermination when officials of 
the Ottoman Government initiated a 
series of raids in which hundreds of Ar-
menians were arrested and subse-
quently deported or killed. Isolated in-
cidents of brutality had occurred be-
fore, but sadly this event marked the 
beginning of a campaign of murder, de-
portation, and forced starvation. When 
the violence ultimately ended, as many 
as 1.5 million Armenians had died and 
500,000 were exiled. Armenians all but 
disappeared from land their people had 
occupied for centuries. 

The American Ambassador to the 
Ottoman Empire at the time was the 
distinguished Henry Morgenthau who 
described the horrors perpetrated 
against the Armenians as the ‘‘murder 
of a nation.’’ 

Just this week, the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, which I have the 
honor to chair, had a hearing on the 
systematic murder of innocents in 
Darfur. The incident serves as an im-
portant reminder that an open discus-
sion of the Armenian genocide is crit-
ical. Since the 1915 ethnic cleansing, 
the murder by a government of its own 
citizens has occurred again and again. 

It is depressing to think that human 
beings have not learned their lesson. 
The whole world is diminished, wound-
ed, and made poorer by such tragedies 
and we must not forget them if we hope 
to prevent them. The commemoration 
of this act of brutality and systematic 
murder 93 years ago is important and 
relevant not only for the survivors and 
their descendents, but for humanity as 
a whole. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAN CHERRY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a good 
friend, Dan Cherry. A retired U.S. Air 
Force brigadier general, Dan Cherry is 
a respected Kentuckian and a man of 
character. 

During his time in the Air Force, 
General Cherry volunteered for combat 
duty in 1966 and 1971, flying over 295 
missions, most of them over North 
Vietnam. On one of those missions in 
April 1972, General Cherry shot down 
the plane of a Vietnamese soldier, 
Nguyen Hong My. 

General Cherry always wondered 
what happened to the pilot that he shot 
down, and he recently was given the 
chance to meet him. General Cherry 
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